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Newsletter 9th September 2022

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

Dear parents and carers
Vision for 2021-2026
A very warm welcome to all of those who are joining us
for another year at Branfil and also to all who are new to
the Branfil family. We have had a lovely start to the
autumn term and we are all looking forward to
‘everyone learning together’ once again.
Following the sad news of the Queens’ death yesterday,
all children from Years 1-6 have spent some time today,
with their class teacher, thinking about the Queen’s life
and her incredible service to the country. We await
information from the Department for Education
regarding how schools will respond during this national
period of mourning.

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Our value this half term is love and at Branfil we focus
on loving ourselves, life and learning.
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our
‘Introduction to Year X’ meetings this week – it was great
to see such a fantastic turn out. Hopefully everyone
received notes from the presentations today (via email),
for their year group so you can read them to remind
yourself of key messages or digest them if you were
unable to attend. If you then have any questions, please
contact your child’s class teacher via the year group
email.
Please be aware that the dates section towards the end
of the newsletter is updated with each newsletter (these
are sent by email every fortnight on a Friday) so do keep
an eye on this so you know what we have planned.
Hopefully, this year we can return to the full range of
events, trips, visitors etc that has been limited since
March 2020 due to the pandemic.
I wish you a relaxing weekend.
Kind regards
Mrs Sansom
Headteacher
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and SENCo

Mrs Metcalfe is planning on starting her maternity leave
after the October half term. Mr Beazeley is working
alongside Mrs Metcalfe currently, preparing to take over
during her maternity leave.
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Contact with teachers

PE Days

A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Please see below for the days that
the children will be required to
come into school wearing their PE
kit:

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.

On Line Safety

1 Lime
1 Pine
1 Willow
2 Beech
2 Cedar
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3 Maple
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5 Alder
5 Aspen
5 Hawthorn
6 Acacia
6 Chestnut
6 Hornbeam

Tuesday and Thursday
Monday and Tuesday
Tuesday and Thursday
Tuesday and Wednesday
Tuesday and Wednesday
Tuesday and Friday
Monday and Wednesday
Wednesday and Thursday
Monday and Wednesday
Monday and Thursday
Tuesday and Thursday
Tuesday and Thursday
Tuesday and Friday
Wednesday and Friday
Wednesday and Friday
Monday and Friday
Monday and Friday
Tuesday and Thursday

The Branfil Newspaper – The Branfil Bugle
READ ALL ABOUT IT! The Branfil Newspaper The Branfil Bugle - will be going on sale next
week. Children will come round to classes after lunch
on Tuesday and Wednesday to deliver the papers. They
are 50p each!

Swimming
4 Birch and 5 Aspen will be having
swimming lessons this term, on
Wednesdays. A letter has gone out
this week with all the information.
Pupils should still wear their PE kits
on this day.

Respecting our neighbours
When parking near the school we would ask that you do
not park across resident’s driveways, preventing the
person from exiting or entering their property. We are
still receiving complaints from residents; this behaviour
by a small minority is giving Branfil Primary School a bad
name in our local area. Please treat our neighbours with
courtesy and respect.
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Applying for Secondary Schools (Year 7)

Free School Meals

A letter has been sent to all year 6 pupils informing you
of the transfer process of how to apply for secondary
schools.

If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.

As a parent of a Year 6 pupil, you will need to apply for a
secondary school place between Thursday 01
September 2022 and Monday 31 October 2022. In order
to make sure that every parent is fully informed of the
admissions process, we invite you to go online at
www.havering.gov.uk/admissions/secondary to view
the secondary admissions information, including details
of key dates as well as details of when the secondary
school open evenings are.

Scooters
There were a few scooters left behind
before the summer break. If your child
left their scooter at school, please collect
it by next Wednesday. Any scooters left
after this will be considered as donations
to the school.

Water Bottles
Please remember to send a named water bottle
into school with your child each day. This
should be plastic, reusable, approximately
500ml capacity (so it will fit into our carry
crates) and clearly labelled with child's name
and class. Only plain water is allowed.

No Pushchairs in the school building
Please be aware that no pushchairs are allowed in the
school building for health and safety reasons. We
request that the pushchairs are left in the reception area
and any babies or toddlers are carried through the
building. This applies for all events and future book
looks.

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details
Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered.
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Attendance Information

9th September 2022

05.09.2022 - 09.09.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 6 Acacia.

Happy Birthday!

Finley, Harry, Harrison, Mohamed, Juanita, Jessica,
Charlotte, Finley, Michael, Kamran, Enzo, Henry, Harry,
James, Minnie, Lewis and Rudy.

Lochlan – 1 Pine
Zachary – 1 Lime
Albie – 1 Willow
Bleu – 2 Cedar
Finley – 2 Beech
Violet – 2 Holly
Chimeke – 3 Hazel
Sonny – 3 Oak
Hunter – 3 Maple
Joshua – 4 Birch
Ruhi – 4 Rowan
Fletcher – 4 Larch
Archie – 5 Alder
Oliver – 5 Aspen
Kamran – 5 Hawthorn
Johnny – 6 Hornbeam
Leo – 6 Acacia
Keelan – 6 Chestnut
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday, 4th October 2022
Tuesday, 4th October 2022

Tours for potential new intake Sept 2023: 9.15-10.15am and 1.452.45pm
Individual Photos – whole school

Thursday, 6th October 2022

Whole school book looks – after school until 4pm

Wednesday, 12th October 2022

‘All About Your Child’ meetings (virtual) 3.30-6.00pm

Thursday, 13th October 2022
Monday, 17th October 2022

Tours for potential new intake Sept 2023: 9.15-10.15am and 1.452.45pm
Flu Vaccinations

Monday, 17th October 2022

‘All About Your Child’ meetings (virtual) 3.30-6.00pm

th

th

Monday, 24 – Friday, 28 October 2022

HALF TERM

Monday, 31st October 2022

Deadline for applying for Secondary Schools (year 6 pupils only)

Wednesday, 21st December 2022 –
Wednesday, 4th January 2023
Thursday, 5th & Friday, 6th January 2023

CHRISTMAS BREAK

Monday, 13th – Friday, 17th February 2023

HALF TERM

Monday, 3rd – Friday, 14th April 2023

EASTER BREAK

th

INSET days

Monday, 17 April 2023

INSET DAY

Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June 2023

HALF TERM

Friday, 21st July 2023

Children break up for the summer holiday
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