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Newsletter 8th October 2021
Dear parents and carers,
This week, I have had the pleasure of delivering many
new books to each class. The children had chosen all
of these books themselves. They were able to spend
the money that they raised through the Break The
Rules day at the end of the summer term.
The enthusiasm for the new books was fabulous –
children were whooping, clapping and jumping up and
down as I showed them their books, which they can
now add to their class libraries.
One of our priorities for this year is to get all of our
children choosing to read for pleasure – these books
have certainly helped us
to take a big step in that
direction. Thank you for
your support, which has
enabled us to buy so
many varied books from
the Chicken and Frog
bookshop in Brentwood.
Please talk to your child about their reading and
encourage them to complete one of our Reading
Routes (see the reading section on our website) and
become a Reading Ambassador for Branfil.
Happy reading!
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher
Attendance
From this term, we will be rewarding
children whose attendance is 97% or
more, rather than 100% as we did
previously. Children will be awarded a
certificate at the end of each term for
great attendance, whilst this acknowledges that a day
or two off due to illness, or time off to attend an
urgent medical appointment, is often unavoidable.
Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary for daily
updates about school life, competitions,
information etc.

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
Vision for 2021-2026
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school
values and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when
needed.

Our value this half term is love and at Branfil we
focus on loving ourselves, life and learning.

Parent Consultation meetings
We have decided that we will
rename these meetings to ‘All About
Your Child’ meetings. We feel that
this reflects the fact that these are
two-way
meetings
where
parents/carers and teachers share
information about the child that will
benefit the child’s learning, both in
school and at home.
These will be held on Wednesday 3rd November and
Monday 8th November, both 3.30-6.00pm. We will
use our new School Comms system to meet virtually
for 10 minute appointments. Please make sure you
are registered with Schoolcomms as you will need
this to book your meetings.
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Excellence in the Arts Award

October Values Art Competition

This week's Excellence in the Arts Award goes
to Bonnie in 5 Alder, who was nominated by Mr
Edwards. Bonnie improvised on the recorder, using
three notes to a jazz backing track, solo, in front of the
class. Not an easy thing to do and something she had
not done before. It was so good!

This October we are looking at self-love. To do so, we
are being inspired by Miss Ansell's favourite
portrait painting, Self-portrait with Straw Hat by
Élisabeth Vigée Le Brun.

Last week’s winner of the Excellence in the Arts Award
was Ruby in 3 Hazel. Inspired by the Stone Age topic,
her marvellous woolly mammoth sculpture has
caught the eye of many at Branfil. Miss Ansell
was especially impressed with the use of different
textiles in Ruby's work. You did a woolly good job
Ruby - well done!

Vigée Le Brun was a determined artist who stopped at
nothing to be successful at a time where many doors
were closed to female artists, and women in general.
Before fleeing the French Revolution, Élisabeth was
one of only four female members of the Royal
Academy and painted for
the
Queen,
Marie
Antoinette.
To show self-love, create
your own self-portrait. Like
Élisabeth, can you show
a love or favourite hobby
of yours in the portrait too?
Submissions to Miss Ansell
in 5 Hawthorn by 21st
October please.

Values Art Competition

WW2 Stories

The winner of the Values Art competition for
September was Conor in 1 Pine. His interpretation of
Felix Gonzalez Torres' work was truly brilliant.
Inspired by his love for his sister, Conor drew around
and weighed her before creating a sculpture made
out of her favourite toys. Miss Ansell was blown away
by the care and attention he paid to working in the
style of such an important artist. She said: “What a
powerful piece of artwork you have created Conor you should be very proud.”

A big thank you to Terry, and his daughter Claire, for
visiting Year 6 on Wednesday. We loved hearing
Terry's stories about WW2; we learnt lots of new
facts too.
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Virtual Author Visits

Cycling Training for Families

On Tuesday last week, Years 5 and 6 took part in a
Zoom session with the authors Katie and Kevin Tsang.
They introduced the brand new ‘Dragon City’ and our
classes have already been inspired! Thank you to
Chicken and Frog Bookshop for hosting the event. We
are looking forward to reading the first two books in
the series now because Katie and Kevin were very
interesting and inspiring.

Click on the link below for more information:
https://www.bikeability.org.uk/about-cycletraining/cycle-training-for-families/

Please have a look at the links below and check out
their latest books; there are some for adults too!

Yesterday, Year 4 had a fantastic visit from Ash, the
Anglo-Saxon specialist. He brought with him dozens of
meticulously reconstructed artefacts from that
period, including swords, shields, spears, axes,
armour and many many more! The children were able
to handle the weapons and armour to get an idea of
just how heavy and dangerous the real things would
have been.

https://katieandkevintsang.com/
https://www.michellepaver.com/
Happy reading!

We hope you enjoy new adventures together! 🚵♀️

Year 4's Stupendous Anglo-Saxon Adventure!

Later in the day, the children learnt all about Saxon
clothes, writing and food (including some of the gory
bits!) as well as learning about, and acting out, the
famous story of Beowulf.
It was a fantastic day, made all the better by Year 4's
fantastic behaviour and involvement.

Bikeability
Some of the year 6 children have been lucky to take
part in Bikeability training this week. It got the thumbs
up! 👍
Bikeability cycle training equips children with vital life
skills. Pupils not only learn to cycle, they gain
independence, social skills and a sense of wellbeing.
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Regular Volunteers

Harvest Festival

We are looking for regular
volunteers from our school
community to support
learning opportunities for
our children in Reception
and Key Stage 1. This could
include parents, carers and extended
members.

Last week we celebrated the Harvest Festival and the
generosity of our Branfil community was
overwhelming. We would like to say a big thank you
to everyone who donated food, the PTA for their
help and the very helpful parent and pupils who lent
their time to collect and drop off the food to
Hopwa House. Thank you!

family

Last year at Branfil we introduced Forest School to our
Reception children. Forest school is a child centred,
holistic approach to learning which takes place in a
natural setting and these sessions provide many
opportunities for children to develop their selfconfidence, selfesteem and resilience whilst
encouraging children to create a connection with the
world around them.
This year we are expanding our Forest School
programme to include other year groups, initially
starting with our younger children in Reception and
Key Stage 1 this term. We are therefore looking for
some willing volunteers from our school community
who would like to assist us during our Forest School
sessions. The sessions will take place in the
afternoons, from the end of lunchtime until the end
of the school day. Responsibilities for volunteers at
Forest School would include assisting the Forest
School leader during the sessions, assisting the
children with their Forest School activities and helping
to pack away resources at the end of the session. The
sessions are always lots of fun and it is a great
opportunity to spend some time in the great outdoors
(it is worth noting that Forest School goes ahead
whatever the weather!).
We would also like volunteers to facilitate the
introduction and implementation of woodwork in our
Reception classroom, as well as assisting our children
with weekly trips to a local shop. If you would like
some more information about what volunteering to
help us with one or more of these opportunities
would involve then please contact Miss O’Toole on
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk. Please note that all
volunteers will be required to have an up to date DBS
check. Information on how to do this will be supplied.

Friends of Branfil (PTA) AGM
A huge THANK YOU to everyone
who joined us on Wednesday.
We were delighted with the turn
out and being able to meet in
person once again. There are
now new additions to the executive committee and
many new parents/carers with some great new ideas.
The future of our PTA, which provides such great
support for the school, looks bright!

We need YOU!
Due to the incredible amount of
money that we raised in our recent
book sale, we are now able to
purchase a wider variety of new
books. To find space for our
wonderful purchases, we are in
dire need of volunteers to take on the role of school
librarians. We would be incredibly grateful to anyone
who volunteers to help keep our library in the best
condition for our children. If you are interested,
please email the office for further information.
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School Life

School start time

For an insight into school life, do
remember to look at the Year Group
pages on our website – just scroll to
the bottom of the home page. You
will see new photos each week and
you will also see the learning objectives to be
covered for maths and English in the following week,
in case you want to support these further at home.

A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school.

School tours for Reception 2022 Intake
These are taking place from 9.15-10.15am and 1.452.45 pm on Monday 11th October & Wednesday 20th
October.
You will hear about Branfil from our pupils’
perspectives and look around the whole school.
Please email office@branfil.havering.sch.uk to book a
place on one of our tours.
Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact
their child’s class teacher by using the following
emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Any children who arrive after this time will receive a
late mark. The minutes late, and reason for lateness,
have to be entered onto our registration system, and
the office staff will also ask for your child’s lunch
requirement – this can all mean a delay (especially if
parents/carers have not consulted the menu in
advance). This then means your child is even later
getting to class, meaning that they miss some
essential early morning work. We therefore
encourage parents and carers to ensure that children
arrive promptly, whilst the gates are open.

Absent from School
Please remember to contact the school when your
child is absent.
You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you
wish to leave a message. Please leave your child’s
name, class and reason for absence. If you wish to
speak to a member of the office staff, please hold on
the line and your call will be answered. If you are
informing us of a possible COVID-19 case, please
remember to inform us again when you receive the
PCR test result. Remember to arrange a test/tests for
anyone who is displaying any symptoms that may be
COVID-19 related.
If it is not possible to arrange a medical
appointment, including doctors, dentist or
hospital appointments, outside the school
day, please send a copy of your appointment
by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases
Under the new government guidance, if your child
tests positive for COVID-19 then they must remain off
school and follow instructions from Track & Trace.
Please inform the school in the usual way, as for other
absence.

This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.
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Second Hand Uniform
Our Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is
open for socially distanced collections.
You are able to purchase items of
second hand uniform from Suzanne
Lock, who is operating entirely Covid
friendly. She asks that you text her
your orders and she will then put the items in a box
outside her house for collection. Please message
Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary
Preloved Uniform Facebook page.

8th October 2021

Logan, Violet, Liam, Jacob,
Jayden, Olivia, Sonny, Blake,
Harry, Isabelle, Nicole,
Damon, Simona, Oliver, Lyla,
Antonio, Aadit, Isabella,
Francesca, Miruna and Cherry.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for
school meals, but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of
money if your child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be
used at the school suppliers. To apply is very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-school-meals.aspx#details

27.09.2021 – 01.10.2021
The Attendance Cup was won by 5 Alder.

04.10.2021 – 08.10.2021
This winning class this week is 4 Birch.

Happy Birthday!
David, Aadit, Laura, Lottie, Zoe,
Jude, Gabriela, Cooper, Layla,
Betsy-Lu, Teddy, Rebekah,
Niamh, Georgina, Henley,
Willow, Chloe, Lillianne, Brody,
Octavia, Aela, Eva-Grace, Toby,
Eadi, Kaiden, Ava and Zachary.

1st October 2021
Birthday Sweets & Treats
Deliah, Samuel, Olivia,
Violet, Faye, Lola, David,
Tiegan, Rosie, Fletcher,
Amber, Rajan, Ben, Billy,
Ruby, Rhys, Bella, Emily,
Mason, Leon and Eddie.

Due to health and safety reasons, we are no longer
able to distribute sweets or treats in school to
celebrate children’s birthdays. Please do not put your
child’s teacher in a difficult position by asking them to
do this.

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW
Phone: 01708 225186 Web: www.branfil.com Email: office@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Dates for your Diary

Monday 11th October 2021

Branfil Tours for new intake 2022

W/b 11th October 2021

Virtual Cross Country Week

Monday, 18th October 2021

Flu Vaccinations

Wednesday 20th October 2021

Branfil Tours for new intake 2022

25th October – 29th October 2021

Half Term

Wednesday 3rd November 2021

‘All About Your Child’ Meetings 3:30-6:00pm

Monday, 8th November 2021

Flu Vaccinations Catch Up

Monday 8th November 2021

‘All About Your Child’ Meetings 3:30-6:00pm

Friday 19th November 2021

INSET day

20th December 2021– 3rd January 2022

Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January 2022

INSET day

14th February – 18th February 2022

Half Term

4th April – 18th April 2022

Easter Holidays

Tuesday 19th April 2022

INSET day

16th May – 20th May 2022

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity Centre

Friday 22nd July 2022

INSET day
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