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Newsletter 7th October 2022

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

Dear parents and carers
Vision for 2021-2026
You will see from this newsletter that we have had a busy
start to the term working alongside members of our local
community:
 Harvest Festivals led by Mr Shorter from the
Baptist Church, with generous food donations
from our families for Tapestry
 Our new library being officially opened by
Chrissie Sains, our Patron of Reading
 Forest School development, supported by
Thames Chase volunteers
 OPAL development sessions involving our
parent and governor representatives.

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

We value our links with the community, which
enhance our pupils’ learning and support our vision
of Everyone Learning Together.
If you feel that you can support us in any way then
please get in touch. We would love you to volunteer
some time in school to help with the library, Forest
School, hearing readers, developing our
playground, to name but a few areas. Please make
contact via the school office if you have some spare
time and would like to be actively involved with
school life.
Kind regards
Mrs Sansom
Headteacher
Please respect our neighbours when parking
The office received a call from a neighbour in Little
Gaynes Lane again. It is a very narrow Lane and parents
are parking on the bend, this then prevents residents
getting on and off their drives. She often witnesses
children opening car doors onto the road and stepping
into the road by themselves.
We are asking
parents/carers who drive to be thoughtful for our
neighbours and to please park considerately. Please also
consider the children’s safety.

Our value this half term is love and at Branfil we focus
on loving ourselves, life and learning.

Meet Our Peer Mentors
Congratulations to you all!
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Harvest Festival Assembly

Branfil Library

Thank you to everyone who
kindly donated food for our
Harvest Festival Assembly.
We were overwhelmed by
your generosity.
Richard
Shorter from the Baptist
Church led the celebration
with the children and Miss
Mason together with her
crew of helpers delivered the
boxes to Tapestry at HOPWA
house
in
Hornchurch.
What a team effort! I am sure our donations will be
greatly received and welcomed this year more than ever.
Thank you everyone!

On Monday, Chrissie Sains and our Reading ambassadors
officially reopened our new library space. The library
now contains wonderful, cosy areas where the children
can access a selection of books, dedicated areas for both
KS1 and KS2 children and a beautifully illustrated mural
with the children's favourite characters. We plan to
continually improve and update our library with new
furniture, new books and exciting, interactive displays.
The reading ambassadors have been sharing lots of
fantastic ideas with Mrs. Cullender and Mrs. Sansom
about what they would like in their library and during our
regular meetings we plan to action these as soon as we
can. We hope the children have shared their positive
experiences of the new library with you at home and we
look forward to sharing more updates.

Thames Chase - Forest School

On Line Safety

A big thank you to Becky
from Thames Chase and her group
of volunteers who did an amazing
job at clearing another overgrown
area of our school site for us to use
for Forest School! We know the
children will love using this area
for Forest School and it is great for
us to have different spaces to use
as more and more children
throughout the school have the
opportunity to participate in
Forest School sessions.
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World Mental Health Day

OPAL for Parents

Monday 10th October is World Mental
Health Day. We will be taking part in the
#HelloYellow campaign. YoungMinds,
who organise this event, is a charity who
are using #HelloYellow to raise awareness
and spread the word that young people are not alone
when dealing with their mental health. You will already
have received the letter explaining how we will be
recognising this day and the link to our justgiving page if
you would like to donate.

We are inviting parents from Years 1 to 6 to find out
more about ‘OPAL’, our exciting and innovative
approach to ‘Outdoor Play And Learning’. We will begin
with an introduction to the philosophy and practice of
OPAL in the Main Hall at 2pm, followed by the chance to
join in outside, playing and learning outside alongside
your children. The session will end at 3pm when parents
will be asked to wait outside the gates for your usual
pick-up times.

Mrs Evans and Mrs White will be leading assemblies in
the morning and then each class will be participating in
a short mindfulness activity from YogaBugs.
The Lily Jo Project is a wonderful website containing
many resources to support the mental health of adults
and children. Please click on the following link for more
information: www.thelilyjoproject.com
Mrs White

Prevent Radicalisation and Extremism by Acting Early
It can be hard to
know what to do if
you’re
worried
someone close is
expressing extreme
views or hatred, which could lead to them harming
themselves or others. Working with other organisations,
the police protect vulnerable people from being
exploited by extremists through a Home Office
programme called Prevent.
Act early and tell us your concerns in confidence. You
won’t be wasting our time and you won’t ruin lives, but
you might save them.
For further information, please visit:
https://actearly.uk/

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.

Children will be together in mixed ages and, to make the
numbers of pupils and parents manageable, these are
the planned dates:
Tuesday 18th October – Years 1 and 4
Wednesday 19th October – Years 2 and 5
Thursday 20th October – Years 3 and 6
If you have a child in more than one of those Year group
pairs, you may attend on more than one day. However,
can we ask that only one adult per child attends – this
could be a grandparent or other family member if
parents aren’t able to attend.
Come and see how lunchtimes work for your children we look forward to seeing you there!

On Line Safety

Applying for Secondary Schools (Year 7)
A letter has been sent to all year 6 pupils informing you
of the transfer process of how to apply for secondary
schools. As a parent of a Year 6 pupil, you will need to
apply for a secondary school place between Thursday 01
September 2022 and Monday 31 October 2022. In order
to make sure that every parent is fully informed of the
admissions process, we invite you to go online at
www.havering.gov.uk/admissions/secondary to view
the secondary admissions information, including details
of key dates as well as details of when the secondary
school open evenings are.
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Excellence of the Arts Award

Water Bottles

Last weeks nomination went to
Rose from 4 Rowan - for her
detailed water colour of a lily.
Her attention to detail was most
impressive.

Mrs Hanson has voted on the
art skills displayed across the
whole school for our recent corridor display based on
"The Arts" and has decided that the cup should be
awarded to the whole of 3 Hazel. This is for their
wonderful interpretation of "Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat".

Please remember to send a named water bottle
into school with your child each day. This
should be plastic, reusable, approximately
500ml capacity (so it will fit into our carry
crates) and clearly labelled with child's name
and class. Only plain water is allowed.

Grapes
If you provide your child with grapes
in their packed lunch box, please
ensure that they must be cut in half,
long ways. This prevents the risk of
children choking.

Nut Free School
Just a reminder that we are a nut
free school due to severe allergies
and therefore no nut products are
allowed.

Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Please remember to regularly top
up your sQuid account and keep it
in credit.
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Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered.
Attendance Information

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

26.09.2022 - 30.09.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 5 Alder.

03.10.2022 – 07.10.2022
The Attendance Cup was won jointly by
4 Rowan and 6 Hornbeam.

Happy Birthday!
Danny, David, Aadit, Laura, Lottie,
Albert, Zoe, Jude, Gabriela, Cooper,
Albert, Betsy-Lu, Teddy, Erin,
Rebekah, Niamh, Willow, Lillianne,
Morgan, Brody, Octavia, Aela,
Charlie, Klaudijus, Eva-Grace and
Eadi.
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30th September 2022

Delilah - 1 Pine
Ronnie - 1 Lime
Aisha - 1 Willow
Miyah - 2 Cedar
Olivia - 2 Beech
Chloe - 2 Holly
Darcy - 3 Hazel
Dylan - 3 Oak
Blake - 3 Maple
Alexander - 4 Birch
Damon - 4 Rowan
Regan - 4 Larch
Olivia - 5 Alder
Henry - 5 Aspen
Sienna - 5 Hawthorn
Fletcher - 6 Hornbeam
Layla - 6 Acacia
Bonnie - 6 Chestnut
7th October 2022
Brody - 1 Pine
Archie- 1 Lime
Hudson - 1 Willow
Emmanuel - 2 Cedar
Kosi- 2 Beech
Halle - 2 Holly
George - 3 Hazel
Betty - 3 Oak
Mason - 3 Maple
Reggie - 4 Birch
Aidan - 4 Rowan
Jessica - 4 Larch
Blake - 5 Alder
Soraia - 5 Aspen
Jasmine - 5 Hawthorn
Muhammad- 6 Hornbeam
Harriet - 6 Acacia
Lydon - 6 Chestnut
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday, 10th October 2022
th

th

#Hello Yellow for World Mental Health Day

Monday, 10 - Friday 14 October 2022

Virtual Cross Country Event

Tuesday, 11th October 2022

Year 2 Parent Event – The Great Fire of London

Wednesday, 12th October 2022

‘All About Your Child’ meetings - years 1-6 (virtual) 3.30-6.00pm

Thursday, 13th October 2022
Monday, 17th October 2022

Tours for potential new intake Sept 2023: 9.15-10.15am and 1.452.45pm
‘All About Your Child’ meetings (virtual) 3.30-6.00pm

Tuesday 18th October 2022

Parents invite to OPAL meeting - years 1 and 4 – 2:00-3:00pm

th

Tuesday, 18 October 2022

Year 5 – Science Dome

Wednesday 19th October 2022

Parents invite to OPAL meeting - years 2 and 5 – 2:00-3:00pm

Thursday 20th October 2022

Parents invite to OPAL meeting - years 3 and 6 – 2:00-3:00pm

Monday, 24th – Friday, 28th October 2022

HALF TERM

Monday, 31st October 2022

Deadline for applying for Secondary Schools (year 6 pupils only)

Thursday, 3rd November 2022

PTA – UV Disco

th

Monday, 7 November 2022

Flu Vaccinations

Saturday, 10th December 2022

PTA - Christmas Bazaar

Wednesday, 21st December 2022 –
Wednesday, 4th January 2023
Thursday, 5th & Friday, 6th January 2023

CHRISTMAS BREAK

Monday, 13th – Friday, 17th February 2023

HALF TERM

Monday, 3rd – Friday, 14th April 2023

EASTER BREAK

th

INSET days

Monday, 17 April 2023

INSET DAY

Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June 2023

HALF TERM

Friday, 21st July 2023

Children break up for the summer holiday

INSET DAYS 2023-24
Monday 4th September
Tuesday 5th September
Friday 1st December
Monday 8th January
Monday 15th April
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