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Newsletter 4th March 2022
Dear parents and carers
Your child will be bringing home an exciting scavenger
hunt where they look for a variety of items and stick
them on to the card to return to school (you will get the
card back so you won’t lose any of the items!). This is our
spring term sponsored event so we ask that children are
sponsored for the number of items they manage to find
if possible, however, they can still take part even without
any sponsors.

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
Vision for 2021-2026
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Following the Diversity and Difference committee’s
recent diversity book audit of every class library, the
money raised will enable the committee to buy books
requested by each class to fill any gaps identified. The
books will cover themes such as gender equality,
refugees and migration, inclusion for all (LGBT+),
fostering and adoption, stories from a range of cultures
and settings, characters from a variety of countries that
reflect our school community, single parent households,
disabled characters, different religious beliefs, and
mental health.
Our value this term is RESPECT.
We hope that the children will have fun, get outdoors
and support the school, all at the same time.

In our learning community we respect ourselves, each
other and the environment.

Please return the completed scavenger hunt card and
sponsor form by Friday 17th March.
Happy hunting!

Ukraine – First News

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

We know parents are searching for
ways to explain to their children
what’s happening in Ukraine. First
News has designed an issue that has
a
special
section designed
specifically to help parents and
children
understand
what’s
happening, First News presents the events in a nonsensationalised and unbiased way. Please follow the link
below to download your free issue.
https://subscribe.firstnews.co.uk/ukraine-first-newsexplainer/

Ukraine Collection
One of our members of staff is from
Ukraine and is appealing for supplies
for refugees and those affected by the war. If you would
like to donate to this collection then please deliver items
to Woodland Café, 37 Ongar Road, Brentwood. Please
see attachment at the back of the newsletter for items
required.
Alternatively, you can donate to the Red Cross for their
Ukraine appeal:
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisisappeal

A leaflet is attached for ways to speak to your child
about events in Ukraine.
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World Book Day
What a fun filled day! On Thursday
3rd March, our World Book Day was
celebrated successfully across the
whole school. Chrissie Sains, our
Patron of Reading, spent the whole
day at our school sharing ideas with
the children, answering their
questions, signing books and handing out bookmarks
and stickers. She was really impressed with how
wonderfully polite and well behaved our children are at
Branfil. The children had the opportunity to design their
own aliens, write magical jam recipes, create alien
headbands and some children took part in a writing
workshop hosted by Chrissie which explored new ideas
for another adventure story. We hope the children have
fun spending their £1 book vouchers. Happy reading!

KS2
Sienna, from 4 Birch, for her Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory box.

Well done everyone and thank you for making such
wonderful boxes. I know that a lot of classes have them
up on their window sills or by their reading corners. It is
lovely to see! Mrs. Cullender
A message from Chrissie Sains:

Book in a box winners
Thank you to all the wonderful entries for our book in a
box competition. Chrissie Sains and Mrs. Cullender
found it very tricky to judge them all! But... we do have
two winners....
KS1
Ollie, from 1 Willow, for his Shark in the Dark box.

Thank you so much to Branfil for having me on World
Book Day! I thoroughly enjoyed meeting everyone in
their classes and seeing all of the fantastic work on
display. It was such a treat to meet so many of the
children and to chat with them about what they were up
to! I also felt very honoured to be included in the
discussion with the Reading Ambassadors about how to
make reading even more central to the school. Finally,
the afternoon workshop with the year 5/6 was so much
fun, I thoroughly enjoyed meeting them all and was so
grateful for their enthusiasm and attentiveness. They
had some amazing ideas too! I feel so lucky to be patron
of reading at such a caring and welcoming school thank you so much for such a Special day. Chrissie
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Year 1 Trip to Ingatestone Hall

Year 2 Library Visits

Last week, Year 1 were lucky enough to be able to visit
Ingatestone Hall as part of our History topic on Queens.
The children had a wonderful time exploring the hall and
learning new facts. They also had fun creating their own
coats of arms, drawing portraits and even taking part in a
scavenger hunt. The teachers were all so proud of the
children for their fantastic behaviour and for
representing the school in such a positive way.

2 Holly and 2 Cedar had their library trips last week. All
of the children represented the school brilliantly and
were so enthusiastic about being able to explore the
range of books that they could read. They all brought a
book of their choice back to school and have enjoyed
reading them in class.

Year 2 -Ducklings

The Junior Travel Ambassadors

Year 2 will be having a truly
amazing
eggperience!
Duckling eggs are arriving
on Monday, 7th March.
The ducklings should be
hatching around Wednesday, 9th March and they will
then be kept in the school until they are collected on
Friday, 18th March. I’m sure that all the children and
adults will find this a eggceptional opportunity!

The JTAs in Year 5 were presented with their badges
today after a visit from Havering's road safety
officer. They are working hard preparing for the Walking
Maps launch here at Branfil on Wednesday 16th
March. Look out for more details to come!
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Year 6 Football Team

Excellence in the Arts Award

Excellent news for the year 6 boys football team who
have secured a place in the next round of Havering's
football tournament. After a 0-0 draw with St Mary's
and 1-1 against Harrow Lodge, they upped their game
and went on a winning streak: 2-0 against Hacton, 2-1
against Towers and an outstanding 4-0 win against Elm
Park to round the day off. Scoring a total of 9 goals and
only conceding twice, the boys played brilliantly as a
team and are now looking forward to the next round.
Well done Teddie, Finley, Teddy, Jahmai, Quadell, Issa,
Toby, Harry, Charlie, Oliver and captain Rhys.

Excellence in the Arts last week went to Izabella in 6
Hornbeam. Each and every week, Miss Ansell wonders
what masterpieces Izabella will finish next. Whether it's
miniature canvases, illustrative sketches or large floral
compositions, Izabella demonstrates an aspirational
love for art. What's more, Izabella shows that greatness
can be achieved with dedication and care. A true artist
and inspiration, we shall keep an eye out for you in the
Tate, Izabella.

End of Key Stage 2 SATs (Year 6)
Please look at the SATs presentation on the Branfil
website that gives lots of useful information about the
Year 6 SATs. If you have any further questions, please
contact the Year 6 team via their year group email.

Prepare to be transported into the jam factory as this
week's Excellence in the Arts Award goes to Ruby in 4
Larch. A budding illustrator, Ruby has created an
outstanding Book in a Box of Chrissie Sains' book, An
Alien in the Jam Factory. Complete with adorable Fizzbee
and
adventurous
Scooter,
Ruby's
creation
has demonstrated her love for reading and has inspired
us to immerse ourselves in a novel or two. Should
Chrissie need a set designer for An Alien in the Jam
Factory THE MUSICAL, she'll be sure to have Ruby on her
team!
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Values Art Competition

Well done to Amrita in 3 Maple who is the runner up for
the Values Art Competition.

The winner of our Values Art Competition for February is
Ernest in 2 Cedar. Quite the rock star, Ernest took on the
role of all four members of the Beatles during different
time periods. Not only did he dress and pose as the
famous musicians he respects, but he also used his
creativity to cut and collage his images onto various
backgrounds. His multi-media skill knows no bounds as
he even created a graphic, grayscale backdrop for one
composition. The commitment and respect Ernest
showed to his artistic expression is aspirational; a future
as an artist (or rock star) is most definitely in the cards
for you Ernest! Until then, one thing is for sure, we can
all Come Together and appreciate his collages!
Reading Book Recommendations
For book recommendations from children
and teachers, please see the relevant link
below:
Reception:
https://padlet.com/agafford311/khtdp9dmuvtqjtkp
Year 1:
https://padlet.com/revenden1311/argki5t4dhvgdqbw
Year 2:
https://padlet.com/Yeartwobranfil/5ymono096qvszsx8
Year 3:
https://padlet.com/jmorriss1311/65uhgm1y9kmlztr9
Year 4:
https://padlet.com/sgoodman3311/c19g3em1ufuxlsoo
Year 5:
https://padlet.com/ecampbell13311/Bookmarks
Year 6:
https://padlet.com/lbain311/5gbb8rggj0olyhna
Children can also add their own recommendations to
these padlets whenever they read a good book - they will
be awarded house points when they do so.
Happy reading!

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.
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Red Nose Day

Imago Young Carers
On Friday, 18th March we will be
celebrating Red Nose Day. Children are
asked to support Comic Relief by dressing
in something red and/or wearing a red
nose. We ask that the children bring in a
minumum donation of £1.00.

Mother’s Day Sale – Friday, 25th March 2022
Please see the leaflet near the
end of the newsletter. There will
be a range of gifts available for
your child to purchase for family
and friends during school hours.
All gifts will be priced at £1.75.

Havering Photography Competition & Exhibition 2022

Imago Young Carers delivers a support
service to anyone aged 5-17 living in
Havering who is taking on caring
responsibilities for a family with a longterm illness, disability, mental health or
substance misuse issue.
Imago Young Carers works with schools, communities,
and statutory and voluntary agencies to identify hidden
young carers. Following assessment, Imago Young
Carers offer a range of short-term interventions
including signposting, one-to-one support, in school
support and workshops.
For further information, please contact the Imago
Young Carers Hub: Phone: 0300 111 1110
Email: youngcarers@imago.community
Twitter: @imago_community
Facebook: Imago Young People Support

Havering Council’s Arts
Development
Teams
annual
photography
competition and exhibition
is now open for entries. All
ages are welcome to take
part. There is no set theme
this year, so all subject
matters are welcome,
providing that they are
family friendly in content.

The Imago YC Hub is available for you to call Monday Friday 9-5pm to talk about Young Carers’ needs and can
provide information, advice and signposting.

To enter, or for more
information, please email
arts@havering.gov.uk.

A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:

Once the photographs have been received (and consent
organised) Havering Arts Team will put together a show
reel of all the suitable photos and share on the Havering
Culture and Leisure YouTube account. Winning entries
will be displayed throughout Havering during
2022/2023.
To view previous exhibitions, please visit the Havering
Culture and Leisure YouTube channel.

At Branfil, we would also like to support young carers in
our school community. Please let us know if you child is
registered as a young carer. As part of our vision to
celebrate the diversity within our school community, we
have purchased some books which feature young carers.
Contact with teachers

ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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School Uniform
Please ensure that your child is
wearing the correct school uniform
(see below and on the website).
On non-PE days, footwear must be as follows:
·

Black school shoes (no high heels or boots and
must be suitable for running and climbing e.g
good grip on sole, lace up or buckle fastening)

OR
·

Black trainers (must have black soles and no
logos)

On PE days, our school uniform must still be worn:
·
·

Branfil blue T-shirt*
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan (with* or
without Branfil badge) & charcoal grey tracksuit
bottoms

OR
· Royal blue Branfil hoodie* and tracksuit
bottoms*
· White or grey socks
· Black trainers (must have black soles and no
logos)
*Our uniform is available from Havering School Wear:
·
·
·

www.haveringschoolwear.co.uk
160-162 Hornchurch Road, Hornchurch RM11 1QH
Telephone 01708 767890

Donations of School Clothing
Branfil are asking for donations of tracksuit bottoms,
sweatshirt tops and socks – all sizes, from age 4 to 11
please.
If any of your children have grown out of their clothing,
we would appreciate if you could donate it to the school
to keep as spare clothing - preferably, black, navy or grey
but we will accept any colour.
Please hand in to the school office or to the class teacher
in a bag labelled DONATIONS. Thank you 

Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered. Remember
to arrange a test/tests for anyone who is displaying any
symptoms that may be COVID-19 related.

School start time
A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school. We do need to close these promptly so staff can
get to meetings, assemblies and classrooms.
Please do not enter the back gate at 8.50am and expect
it to still be open for you to go out that way.
Milk at School
Please be aware that, from January, we reinstated the
offer of school milk as a part of the school food plan.
Milk will be available in the dinner hall at lunchtime for
any pupil who requests it.
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COVID-19 Management

Free School Meals

Following recent changes to the national approach to
managing COVID-19, the guidance for schools remains
the same:

If your circumstances have changed and
you think you may be eligible for Free
School Meals please see the link below
to apply. If your child is in R or KS1, you
do not currently pay for school meals,
but the school would still be able to get funding if you
apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2, you
would save a significant amount of money if your child is
entitled to free school meals.

·
·

Children who have symptoms are required to
self-isolate and get a PCR test
Children are still required to isolate for 10 days,
if they have symptoms or test positive, unless
they have negative tests on 2 consecutive days
(24 hours apart) from day 5 onwards.

As a maintained school we are still required to work
within the Havering Local Authority’s risk assessment,
with a focus on ventilation, rigorous cleaning and good
hand hygiene.

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases
Under government guidance, if your child tests positive
for COVID-19 then they must remain off school for 10
days or until they have two consecutive negative LFD
tests, from day 5 onwards.
Please inform the school in the usual way, either by
emailing
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
or
telephoning the school on 01708 225186 and pressing
option 1 if you wish to leave a message. Please also
email: covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk.

21.02.2022 – 25.02.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 5 Aspen.
28.02.2022 – 04.03.2022

Remote Learning
If your child tests positive for Covid and they are unwell,
there are no expectations for them to engage in any
schoolwork. However, if your child does feel well
enough to engage in remote learning, then please email
your child’s teacher, via your year group email.
Your email will be answered within the teacher’s
working hours only.

The Attendance Cup was won by 5 Aspen.

Happy Birthday!
Robyn, Sonny, Aaron, Jacob,
Lennie, Alfred, Brianna, Jayda,
Albie, Elise, Kingsley, Joe, Jessica,
Darcy, Joseph, Sienna, Milena,
Aurora, Jack, Mavis, Denis, Ollie
and Lilah.
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25th February 2022
Charlotte, Ronnie, Avtar, Conor,
Emilia, All of 1 Willow, Andrei, Sid,
Darcy, Olivia, Tommy, Arthur,
Brianna, Ruby, Olivia, Dylan,
Muhammad, Aaron, Helena,
William and Francesco.

4th March 2022
Louie, Mark, Olivia-Rose, Isla,
Ellie-May, Marcus, Ava, Natalia,
Ginevra, Ruby, Joshua, Ernie,
Bailey, Holly, Amelia, Hunter,
Logan, George, Sadie, Oliver and
Tilly.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday, 14th March – Friday, 18th March 2022

Science Week

Monday, 14th March 2022

Year 4 visits to Upminster Baptist Church

Tuesday, 15th March 2022

Year 6 visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 16th March 2022

1 Pine visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 16th March 2022

Launch event for Walk Zone Project

Thursday, 17th March 2022

1 Lime visiting Upminster Library

Friday, 18th March 2022

Red Nose Day

W/b 21st - 25th March 2022

Virtual Dance Week

Tuesday, 22nd March 2022

Year 5 visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 23rd March 2022

4 Larch visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 24th March 2022

4 Birch visiting Upminster Library

Friday, 25th March 2022

East London Humanist Presentation

Friday, 25th March 2022

Mother’s Day Sale

Monday, 28th March 2022

Reception and year 1 Skipping Workshop

Tuesday, 29th March 2022

Year 3 visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 30th March 2022

4 Rowan visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 31st March 2022

1 Willow visiting Upminster Library

Friday, 1st April 2022

Reception and year 1 Skip-Hop Workshops

Monday, 4th April – Monday, -18th April 2022

Easter Holiday

Tuesday, 19th April 2022

INSET day

Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022

Year 6 SATs

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity Centre

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022

Virtual Commonwealth Week

Friday, 27th May 2022

INSET day

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

Half Term Holiday

Monday, 6th June, Wednesday, 7th June & Thursday,
9th June 2022
Monday, 27th June – Friday 1st July 2022

Jubilee Dance Workshops

Thursday, 21st July 2022

School finishes usual time for Summer Holiday

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day

Virtual Rounder’s Week
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INSET DAYS 2022-2023
Thursday, 1st September 2022
Friday, 2nd September 2022
Thursday, 5th January 2023
Friday, 6th January 2023
Monday, 17th January 2023
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Collection for Ukraine
As a school community, we would like to offer our support to the citizens of Ukraine. One of our members of staff is
from Ukraine and she is friends with the owner of Woodland Café on Ongar Road, Brentwood, who is urgently
collecting supplies for refugees and those affected by the war. They started their first journey to deliver goods to
Ukraine yesterday and they will continue to go back and forth between the Ukraine and the UK for as long as there are
goods to deliver.
The list of goods that have been specifically asked for are:
- Power banks (for charging phones)
- Large and medium size backpacks
- Male socks
- Thermals/base layers
- Camping mats
- Sleeping bags
- Blankets
- Hot water bottles
- Insulated flasks
- Protein bars/energy bars
- Paracetamol/ibuprofen
- Wound dressing materials
- First aid kits
- Baby food jars/pouches
- Nappies
- Feminine sanitary products
If you would like to donate to this collection then please deliver items to Woodland Café, 37 Ongar Road, Brentwood.
Alternatively, you can donate to the Red Cross for their Ukraine appeal:
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal
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