Branfil

Primary School

Newsletter 3 December2021

Dear parents and carers

As we head towards the end of the autumn term, with
the knowledge that COVII®9 is still areal risk for a
second Christmas, we all need to be vigilant about
following the government guidance.

The Department for Education has asked me to

remind you of the following:

I ensure that any member of your family who
displays potential COWID® symptoms has a
prompt PCR test

1 continue to do regular LFD testparticularly in
advance ofmeeting groups of people or more
vulnerable people, and report the test results
online

1 wear a face covering in shops and on public
transport.

Staff are now once an wearing face masks in
corridors and communal areas of schatlke also take
LFD tests twice weekly.

We hope that these measures will enable us to finish
the term all together, in school. We will keep you
updated if we are advised to make any changes du
to rising cases in the community.

Thank you for helping our school community to stay
safe.

Kind regards

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

Chrismas cards

From Monday, there will be individual
post boxes in each classroom. The
children will need to post any Christmas
cards in thecorrect classroom box

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansol

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2
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EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

Vision for 20242026

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our schoo
values and make a positive contribution to the wor|d.

Adults and children feel valued and love learning

together. Everyone thrives and achieves persona

success through being happy, safe and confider

learne's, who ask questions, take appropriate risk

learn from their mistakes and seek help when
needed.
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mistakes."

Our vdue this half term i£XPLORHN our learning
community, we are curious, we ask questions an
we learn from our mistakes.
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Children in Need
‘

Poppy Appeal

Thank you very much for helping The Roy:
British Legion by purchasing a poppy.
Branfil raised £206.04.

Thank you for your kind donatigin
aid of Children in Need Our total
raisedwas an amazin§530.00.

AdventAssemblies

Children in Years -8 enjoyed special Advent
assemblies earlier this week, led by Rev. Mark Davies.
They reflected on why Christmas is celebrated.
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Christmas@ Branfil 2021

From Monday | Classroom post

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansol
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Reading Community Challenge

6 boxes available
Tuesday 7 1 KS2 Lead Learner
assembly
Monday 13' 1 RI/KS1 Lead Learner assembly
T  Whole School Parliament
Tuesday 14 1 KS2 book sale
1 Christmas lunch
Wednesday 18 | § Carol concerts (signing carols]
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Good tidings we bring
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To you and your kin.

1 Reception perform Christmas
dances to Year 1

1 Pantomimepreparation
activities

Thursday 18 1 Reception perform Christmas
dances to Year 2
1 Pantomime preparation

activities
1 Celebration assemblywhole
school
Friday 17" 1 Festive Friday children can

wear their own clothes,
preferably with some sparkle!

1 Choir to sing outside Roomes
9.30:11.30

1 Pantomimeg Aladdin or
Cinderella (streamed)
children can bring in their own
small snack/treat to eat while
watching

A letter was sent home with
your child last week regarding
our Reading Community
Challenge. The challenge is for
your child to read to, or with,
ten different people. This can

¥

either be in person, on the phone or via Zoom. The
decorated stars and sponsor money need to be
returned to the class teacher by Wednesdag"

December.

Maths Ambassador

You should have
receivedinformationvia
Schoolcomms to explair
howyour child can
become a Maths
Ambassador.

Miss Bain can't wait to find out whoer first
ambassador will be!

Havering Music School

K& had a lovely start to the mornintast week,
listening to an assembly involving a number of
woodwind instruments and guitars. We also had
some surprise performances from our own Branfil
pupils whowere amazing!Please remember to fill in
the form at the back of the newsletterif you would
like your child to start learning an instrument.
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FootballNews

On Tuesday, Jess, Maisie, Maisie, Ruby, Megan,-Alissa
Mae, Amelia, Sophie, Jess, Sian, Darcy, Popgy an
Katie from year @ttended afootball tournament
against some other Havering schools. Miss Bain said
that they were all fantastic, and even though they
didn't come away with a win, they really improved
their skills and techniquesver the course of the
afternoon. The girls representt the school

fantastically and we are very proud of them.

W7

On Tuesday, Harry, Charlie, Oliver, Issa, Teddy,
Jahmai, Quadell, Finley, Toby aretlde from year 6
also attended adotball tournament against other
Havering schools. The boys played skillfully and
have made it though to the next round which will be
played in the new year. Excellent sportsmanship was
shown by the whole tearand they represented the
school brilliantly. Congratulations to the team and we
look forward to your nexgjames very soon!

Labelling School Uniform

We continue to have a huge quantity of lost property.
Please rememberi 2 Y I { S & dzNB
in their school coat and agymper or cardigan. If you
write in pen, please make sure that it is a permanent
marker as a biro pen will wash off.

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansol
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Excellence in the Arts Award

TheExcellence in the Arts awatdst weekwent to
George in 3 Maple. Truly the showman and an explore
champion, George researched a play, created his own,
and performed it with gusto to the year 3 and 4
classesn assembly. Word of George's awe
inspiringperformance has reached far and wide. We
can al aspire to the level of curiosity and confidence
that he has demonstrated. | do believe there is many
a BAFTAn hisfuture - please remember us when you
are famous, George!

The winner of the Excellence in the Arts awtrg
week isLuca in 5 Aspen,ominated by Mr Edwards.
Lucaalways tres his absolute best in music;
in particular, during recorder practice he
demonstratesa real desire to improve and achieve.
This week, he put himself forward to playsaio,
whichheplayed beautifully, but Mr Edwdswas
mostimpressed with the way he took on board some
advice. Luca theperfected a very challenging 3
note phrase. Such aimspirationfor everyone in the
room!

Value Art Competition

The Value Art Competition award goes to Phoebe in 5
Alderfor the whimsical sculpture of her beloved dog.
Inspired by Yung Jake, Phoebe created the details of
her sculpture out of buttons. Her pup's cutetton
nose is actually- you guessed it- made out of
buttons! Her exploration of creating a sculpture

& 2 dzNJ  QdddrbdRMRBunu¥ubl Ynateridlstinspiredliss Ansell

greatlyand the pooch habeen majestically guarding
the classroom ever sincd?hoebe, your creativity and
curiosity has blown us away!
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History Trip

Year 6 had a great time visiting the RAF Heritage
Centre ifHornchurch.All the childrerenjoyed finding

out more about the'Battle of Britain', the Home
Front, our local heroes and much mond/e got to try

on some of the uniformgoo!

PIC-COLLAGE

Donations of books

On Tuesday 14 December, we
will be hostinga book sale in ‘NA
school for the KS2 children. th Joa
Due to the generous amount o
money that has been raisec
recently through fundraising
events, and donations from
parents/carers, we were able tc
buy a significant number of new
books for our library and classms; our children are
thoroughly enjoying these. Therefore, we will be
selling the older, duplicated books that we no longer
have the space for.

If you have any books that you would like to donate
towards our book sale, then please hand thentan
the office. Any donations would be appreciated.

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansol
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Phone: 01708 225186 Waekwww.branfi.com Email: office@branfil.havering.sch

Railway Safety

Due to the very high level of trespassing on the tracks
by young people irour local area, Network Rail in
partnership with Learn Live are working to help raise
awareness to students across the UK educating them
about the dangers of the train tracks through
interactive digital delivery. They have asked that we
share the relevansafetyvideo withparents who can
watch it at home.The session is less than 15 minutes
and explains why it is important to stay safe near the
tracks.

Over 14 million students, parents and teachers from
across the UK have watched these videos which has
led to a significant decrease in the number of
trespasses in their area through watching the latest
rail safety videos.Remember 15 mins can help save
lives and provide important safety information to
young people and their parents.

Theyhave made thing easier for you to watch the
free safety videos by just entering the
emait railsafety@learnliveuk.conmto the W am
registereddfield when you first watch the videos.
Please click on the linkelow to view the relevant
safety video: https://learnliveuk.com/tam-train-
safe/

School start time

A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school.

Any children who arrive after this time will receive a
late mark. The minutes late, and reason for lateness,
have to be entered onto our regjration system, and
GKS 2FFAOS aul¥F oAttt (N
requirementg this can all mean a delay (especially if
parentgcarers have not consulted the menu in
advance). This then means your child is even later
getting to class meaning hat they miss some
essential early morning work. We therefore
encourage parents and carers to ensure that children
arrive promptly, whilst the gates are open.


mailto:railsafety@learnliveuk.com
https://learnliveuk.com/i-am-train-safe/
https://learnliveuk.com/i-am-train-safe/
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Absent from School

If it is not possible to arrange a medics
appointment, including doctors, eéntist,

opticians or hospital appointments, outside
the school day,pleasesenda copy of your
appointment by text or email to:

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk

This is necessary in order for the absm to
be authorised. Please email in advance of tH
appointment to ensure that the teacher ig
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your
child is absent. You can either email:
attendance @branfil.havering.sch.oktelephone the
school on 01708 225186 amiess option 1 if you
wish to leave a message tftSrasS tSI@S§
name, class and reason for absence. Please do not
just say your child is unwell as we need to record a
reason. If you wish to speak to a member of the office
staff, please hold on the line and your call will be
answered. If you are informing us of a possible
COVIDBL19 caseplease remember to inform us again
when you receive the PCR test resulRemember to
arrange a test/tests for anyone who is displaying any
symptoms that may be COVID related.

Informing Us AboutPositiveCOVIB19 Cases

Under the new government guidance, if your child
tests positive for COVAIDO then they must remain off
school and follow instructions from Track & Trace.
Please inform the school in the usual way, either by
email or ringing the dice. Please also email:
covidl9@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Twitter

Please follow us @BranfilPrimarfpr
daily updates about school life,
competitions, information etc.

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansol
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Contact with teachers

A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact
GKSANI OKAfRQa Oflaa GSIO
emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
- fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk

) / elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
\  yearl@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
yeard@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Your email willbe answered withinthe G ST OK S N.
working hours only.

Oneway system

ONE-WAY
Please follow our ongvay system when sysTEM

cOIRctirlyJyourichilll B @@ end of the

day. This ensures that we can get ov ¢

600 children safely off the premises wit

the right adult. IN
OPERATION

Free School Meals

If your circumstances have change
and you think you maipe eligible for
Free School Mesaplease see the link
below to apply.If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay fo.
school meals, but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2you would save a significant amount of
money if your child is entitled to free school meals.

FREE)

SCHOOL)

Have you claimed yet!

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be
used & the school suppliers. To apply is very
simplehttps://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-schootmeals.aspx#details


mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
file:///C:/Users/head/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YGWIO2Y2/covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:ash@branfil.havering.sch.ukfir@branfil.havering.sch.ukelm@branfil.havering.sch.ukyear1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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Pupil of the week

26" November2021

AdaRose, Jaxson, Roula

Jayden, Esme, Chloe, Josef BE  pupilof the eek
Harry, Toby, Elizabeth, Joe
Vinnie, Charlotte, Vinny,
Kayden, Lydon, Georgis
Julia, Quadell, Aidan and
Finley.

3 December2021

Lochlan, Molly, Reuben,

Laura, Savannah, Markus, @&  pupiof the week
Ernest, Blake, Kayla,
Emanuel, Alex, Deano
Darcy, Claudia, Florrie,
Bonnie, Fletcher, Mazid,
Frankie, Darcy and Teddie.

» e
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22.112021¢26.11.2021

The Attendance Cup was wbg 6 Hornbeam.

29.11.2021¢ 03.122021

The Attendance Cup was wowg 4 Birch.

%

%

)

A

Happy Birthday!

Lola Jayden Lincoln Meliha,
Conot Layla Samuel Claudia |
Mylee, Lochlan Sophie Lydia |
Nicolg IslaRose Max, Louie |
Ruby Calliope Emily Amelig
Maisie Tommy Oliver, Henry,
Grace Alexandra Myla and
Willow.

Birthday Sweets & Treats

Due to health and safety reasons, we are no longer
able to distribute sweets or treats in school to
OSt SONFYGS OKAf RNByQa o0ANJI
OKAt RQa GSIFOKSNJAY | RATFT
do this.
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Dates for your Diary

Monday 6" December 2021 ClassroonPost boxesavailable

Tuesday T December 2021 KS2 Lead Learner assembly
Art Councillorsc ChristmasTree Festival
PTA Movie Night for years 1 and 2

Thursday, 9 December 2021 PTA Movie Night for years 3 and 4
Monday 13" December 2021 R/KS1 Lead Learner assembly
Whole School Parliament
Tuesday, 1% December 2021 SchoolXmas Lunch (change of date)
Tuesday, 1% December 2021 KS2 Book Sale
PTA Movie Night for years 5 and 6
Wednesday, 18 December 2021 Carol Concerts (Signing carols)

Reception perform Christmas dances to Year
Pantomime preparation activities

Thursday, 18 December 2021 Reception perform Christmas dances to Year
Pantomime preparation activities

Celebration assemblg whole school

Friday, 17 December 2021 Festive Friday childrenwear their own
clothes, preferably with some sparkle!

Schml Choir performing outside Roomes
department store9:30¢ 11:30 am

Pantomine¢ Aladdinor Cinderella (streamed)
Children can bring their own snack/treat to ea
while watching

School finishes usualriie

Monday, 20" December 202¢Monday, 3¢ January 2022 | Christmas Holidays

Tuesday, # January 2022 INSET day

Wednesday, % January 2022 Children return to school

Monday, 14" Februaryg Friday, 18' February 2022 Half Term

Monday, 4" April ¢ Monday,-18" April 2022 Easter Holidays

Tuesday, 19 April 2022 INSET day

Monday, 9" May ¢ Thursday, 12 May 2022 Year 6 SATs

Monday, 16" May ¢ Friday, 26" May 2022 Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity
Centre

Friday, 27" May 2022 INSET day

Thursday, 21 July 2022 School finishes usual time

Friday, 22¢ July 2022 INSET day
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HRISTMAS TREEFESTIVAL

4th December -12th December

START THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
AND
VISIT OUR CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL

MANY DECORATED CHRISTMAS TREES
FOR YOU TO ENJOY

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
EACH DAY

Opening times
Weekdays 2pm-6pm
Saturdays 10am-5pm

Sundays 12 -5pm

FREE ENTRY

Donations for Saint Francis Hospice

UPMINSTER METHODIST CHURCH, HALL LANE
RM14 1AE
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FESTIV
FRIDA
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( Merry Christmas from The Friends of Branfil!
It might seem a little early to be saying that
but we need to get in the festive mood
quick-smart!
As you've no doubt worked out, we aren’t
ble to hold our annual Christmas Bazaar for
iends and family this year, but that doesnt
mean we haven't got lots in store for the
children.
As ever, please check out our website at
friends.branfil.com as it's full of information

R D about our Christmas offering as well as being
th to book and pay...
3®DECEMB e S

i
( CH ILDREN"S The Children’s Christmas Bazaar is held every year during the school day. :

This year it will be held on Friday 3rd December - we're calling it :
c H R I ST m Festive Friday! Every year the children always have such a lovely time

shopping for gifts for loved ones from our selection of quality presents. =

All gifts are priced at £1.75 each. We've changed things a bit this year, this
BA ZAAR is how it's going to work...

Pre-pay for gifts [ The childrenare | | ﬂmhgﬂm#\
online brought to the
The children will chooge fram our

Bazaar...
J‘.‘l';.I 1heir leacher 8 clags al & time. wite selection of quality gifts. We
hawe gifls suitable for aults and

Whszr they arrive they' Il gve their
mame b one of our helpers who will children alike.
There will be adule an hand b

then give thern blank gift tags - as
PRANY 54 Yo pre-Paid for anine. hvelp rake selections - ance they've
chosen, their gift tag wall be

stickered to e item.

Tables will be provided Tor the
children 1o 8it and wrile a p&rBﬂl"ﬂ|
ressage on the gift tags.

They will take their purchases back
0 Eheir clasaroam with them. Their
class teacher will instruct tham o
aafely store the gilts in their
brok-bags 1o be taken home.

Thits year we will pot be accepting
ary cash an the day of the Bazaar.
ot anly does this make senge
froim & Health & Safety parspective
Bt it &b makes it mseh simmpler
for the PTA not higving 10 handie
{and carry) all that loose changs!
‘ou can pre-pay for gifs now onling
at friends.branfil.com.

" S

We need helpers

I you are available 1o help us on Friday 3rd Decamber, please weil our websile o regisbar.

'WEAR SMETHING FESTIVE X%

To get into the festive spirit and help us raise much needed funds, we are asking everyone to “wear something festive”™
- from Christmas jumpers to tinsel hair-bands - anything Christmassy goes.

All children are welcome to participate. If possible, instead of the usual cash donation, we would love it if parents/car-
ers would donate an item for our "Christmas Hampers™. Our plan is to collate the donations into festive hampers which
we will then raffle to parents,/carers, friends and family the week before school breaks up for Christmas. This is a new
concept for us and we would love your support. We hope the resulting hampers will help us to raise lots of money for
our children. Obviously, we want to make the hampers as special as possible so we would really appreciate the best
quality items you could contribute. Some suggested donations are:

-

+ Bottles of wine, spirits or something sparkling * Candles * Quality toiletry products
+ Chocolates « Quality festive food items

For obwious reasons, it's best donations aren't sent into school with the children. There will be a table in the
playground on the moming of the 3rd December. After this, please drop your contributions to the school office. Thank
you very much for your support.

iHHIHMAﬁﬂWE HIGHT? Lﬁ‘ﬁlﬁ flﬂ

The children always love enjoying a festive movie with their class mates. BERS

Held straight after school on the following dates:

Reception TBC The movies being shown Our very own lottery-style game. Just
Years 1 & 2 Tuesday 7™ December will be confirmed online pick your numbers, cross your fingers,
Years 3 & 4 Thursday 9 December on Monday hope to win and support the schooll
YearsS5 & 6 Tuesday 14* December Back for Christmas 2022.

Tickets are £4 each and include popcorn, a small chocolate bar and a 50% of prize fund goes to you and 50%
soft drink. Ticket availability is limited and offered on a first-come, to the PTA. The draw will take place on
first-served basis. Book online from MONDAY 20th at friends.branfil.com. 17/12/21. Play online now for £3 a

L ) .\numbﬂr at friends.branfil.com. )
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ke axltkhy

Eat well Meove mere Live lenger

The school nursing service invite you to a free virtual
awareness session supporting parents to encourage
healthy eating in children on Tuesday

7t °f December 2021 at 09.30am

If you are the parent/carer of a primary school child aged
4-11 please use the direct Microsoft Teams link below on
the day to attend the session.

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting NDMyODcxYjctN2JhNy00OGI3L TIINTMtZjg10 TJKMDNIZDY 3%4
Othread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c098d55f-2963-41dd-927e-
ab429df62204%22%2¢%220id%22%3a%229991ae52-e455-4e17-aaal-
JaTeala25b85%22%7d

If you would prefer to speak direct to a School Nurse,
please call 0300 300 1635 or Text 07769 645114

Mon-Fri 1-5 pm

Remember to sign up to the Team’s app first to register (before the day). To do
this, Right click link below and open hyperlink and follow instructions
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-teams/download-app
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NeLFT WEE parents Virtual Drop-

NHS Foundation Trust

in Sessions

Trevor Watson is your
RMN = PMHT Clinician

Maisie Bellett is your
STAR Worker

Due To Covid-19 we are currently offering virtual drop-ins session for
parents/carers these are for signposting and information regarding
emotional health and wellbeing.

You can talk to us about lots of things regarding your child including:
Worries/ / Emotions/ Sleep/ Bullying/ Coping skills

Your next drop-in will be Wednesday 15" December 2021 at 9.00am-
1.00pm.

Please contact Mrs Metcalfe via the school office (01708 225186 or
office@branfil.havering.sch.uk) to book a 15 minute slot.

You can speak to us about personal information in confidence ond we will not discuss this with onyone else without
your permission. We would only pass on information in order to protect you or someone eise from serious harm. We
would always discuss this with you first

Note: If your Child already has an allocated CAMHS clinician, please liaise with them about any queries that you
have as they will be able to best support
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