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Newsletter 3rd July 2020

Values Based Education

Dear parents and carers,

Unity, put simply, means joining together as one.
So many may view this as a rather ironic value to
finish the school year with, given the current
situation in our society where we are discouraged
from joining together with others wherever
possible. However, though we are not able to
embrace our friends, family and loved ones in the
way we would like at this time, we are able to
stand united together, through promoting all of
our 22 school values. These values are a shared
understanding of what is important and what our
school community stands for, united as one.

As you are not doubt aware, the government
published guidance yesterday about how schools will
open safely for all pupils from September. The safety
plans issued by the Department for Education say that
"given the improved position, the balance of risk is
now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to
school".
We are excited about moving back to a more ‘normal’
school experience for all of our pupils. The new
arrangements will mean:











Compulsory attendance for all pupils
Children in class groups or "bubbles"
Minimising contacts between bubbles, rather than
social distancing.
Staggered start, finish, lunch and break times
Regular cleaning of hands and a rigorous cleaning
regime
No big group events like school assemblies
Arranging classrooms with forward facing desks
Those with symptoms to stay at home
Test and trace in place for schools
All schools will have to draw up plans for the
possibility of local lockdowns.

We will now be considering how to put these plans
into practice, including writing a detailed risk
assessment based on the guidance. If you would like
to read the guidance for yourself, this can be found
here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/whatparents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-yearsproviders-schools-and-colleges-during-thecoronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
I realise that there will be mixed feelings about
reopening for all pupils after such an extended period
of school closure. However, I feel confident that the
children will adapt rapidly to the changes that will be
in place and benefit hugely from being back in school,
learning with their friends and teachers.
I will share more details with you before the end of
term.

The 2019-20 academic year has been one which
we will undoubtedly all remember for many years
to come. As it reaches its close, let us be united in
our pride in what we have achieved as a school
this year in challenging circumstances, and united
in our desire to be even better next year.
Though we celebrate Unity this month, it will be
in September, perhaps more than ever, that we
will need to show this
value in order to help
and support each
other through the new
challenges to come.
‘Where there is unity
there is always victory.’
Publilius Syrus
We now look forward to seeing the children in
Reception to Year 5 for their transition circle time
sessions and our Year 6 pupils for their end of year
picnics.
Thank you for your continued support and
understanding throughout this period. I wish you a
happy, relaxing weekend.
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher
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Annual reports
Your child’s annual report will be emailed to you next
Friday. Please contact the office from Monday 13th
July if you have not received it.
Social Distancing outside of school

Year 6 Children
All children in Year 6 are able to wear their Leavers’
Hoodie when in school over the next two weeks,
instead of their school jumper. They should still wear
the rest of their uniform with it please.

Please continue to socially distance when queuing
outside the school at the beginning and end of the
day, including once you have dropped your child off in
the morning. We are doing everything we can to
minimise transmission of the coronavirus and we
need you to play your part outside of school too in
order to ensure the continued safety of our staff and
pupils. Thank you.

PE Kits and Lunchboxes

Free School Meals

Support for parents over the summer holiday

If your circumstances have changed and you think you
may be eligible for Free School Meal please see the
link below to apply.

Caleidoscope

If your child is in R or KS1, you do not currently pay for
school meals, but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of
money if your child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school suppliers. To apply is very simple:
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/freeschool-meals.aspx#details
Key Worker Children
Please note, keyworker children are NOT required to
wear school uniform on the following days:






Friday 10th July
Friday 17th July
Monday 20th July
Tuesday 21st July
Wednesday 22nd July

If your child has a PE bag or lunchbox that has been
left in school these will need to be collected between
13th and 17th of July.
Please email office@branfil.havering.sch.uk and
these will be placed outside the reception area for
parents/carers to collect.

Caleidoscope is a not for profit community
organisation supporting families with autistic
children. They offer individual support and training for
parents and professionals as well as inclusive classes
for children such as Art and Lego. During the Summer,
they will be leading free zoom sessions aimed at
children with social communication needs such as
Autism (Please see poster at the end of the
newsletter).
Havering coronavirus helpline
If you, or someone you know, have concerns around
care, urgent issues around health and wellbeing or
lack of access to supplies including food and medicine
please call the free to use helpline: 0800 368 5201
which is open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 6pm and
Saturday and Sunday 11am to 4pm. You can also
email: covid19support@havering.gov.uk.
Link: https://www.havering.gov.uk/covid19
Havering Volunteers
If you need support during these uncertain times and
would like to talk to a friendly voice at the end of the
phone you can also contact Havering Volunteer
Centre on 01708 922214. To get involved and support
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your community through volunteering please contact
volunteering@haveringvc.org.uk or call 01708
922214 and they will deal with the rest
Havering Children’s Centres
Havering children’s centres are offering online
parenting offers to support during this time including
online activities, feeding and support groups for
parents and families.
https://familyserviceshub.havering.gov.uk/kb5/have
ring/directory/family.page?familychannel=8
Havering Parent Surgeries
Havering Parent Surgeries can offer specialist
parenting support and advice. If you are a parent or
carer, living in the London Borough of Havering, you
are eligible to access free one-to-one consultations
with an Accredited Parenting Practitioner offering
support and guidance around child behaviour. To find
out more or to make an appointment call: 01708 432
636 or e-mail parenting@havering.gov.uk
Add Up
A local support and action group, for Havering,
Barking & Dagenham and surrounding areas. Addup
was set up to bring families together, to guide parents
in the right direction to find the practical help they
need for their children and to promote both public
and professional awareness of ADHD.
 For Urgent Support: The Addup mobile will be
available Monday to Friday from 10am to 4pm –
07495573836

Cool Milk Update on Supply of Milk for Children in
September
Due to the current pandemic,
we have made the decision
NOT to receive milk when we
start back in September. We
will review the situation at the
beginning of the term and
advise
parents/carers
accordingly.
Coolmilk have informed us that parents/carers will
receive a credit for when we return to receiving milk,
however, if you would prefer a refund, please contact
Coolmilk direct and they will arrange to reimburse
you. Visit their website www.coolmilk.com or
telephone them on 0800 321 3248 for information
and details.
Havering Rotary Quiz
Well done to our Harry, Amelie, Mira and Oliver who
got to the semi-finals of the Havering Rotary Quiz!
Whilst they did not get to go to the finals, they were
awarded with a book token and a certificate for taking
part. The Quiz organisers said “Thank you for
participating in the quiz. Not only does it spread
awareness of Rotary and the
work we try to do in the
community and further afield,
but also, we hope, gives children
an opportunity to maybe shine,
in a different way.” And our
pupils did shine!
Miss Bain’s Maths Challenges

 Link: https://www.addup.co.uk/
Positive Parents - Havering
 Support for individuals with a child or adult with
special needs - offering a range of activities and
information: 07858 406933 / 01708 524627
 Link: www.positiveparentshavering.org.uk

Have a go at these and then make similar ones for
the people in your house to try or email them to
year6@branfil.havering.sch for Miss Bain to
complete!

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW
Phone: 01708 225186 Web: www.branfil.com Email: office@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Mrs White’s Challenge
If 90 D in a RA stands for 90 degrees in a right angle
what do the following stand for?
10 MM in a
CM

180 D in a T

366 D in a LY

7 D in a week

3 F in a Y

7 is the SR of
FN

26 L of the A

SW and the 7
D

TTS of the 3LP

60 S in a M

7 W of the W

5 T on a F

11 P in a FT

15 P in a RT

8 T on a O

I would love to see your answers so please send
them to the following email address:
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
Havering Libraries – Silly Squad Summer Reading
Challenge Competitions
They have 400 prizes to give away in their exciting Silly
Squad competitions this summer!
There are four competitions to choose from. You can:
 write a short story
 make a piece of artwork
 compose a poem
 write a book review
Or maybe have a go at all of them!
Make your entries full of fun, laughter and happiness.
The closing date for the competitions is Saturday
5th Sept 2020. They have a great selection of funny
and silly books to give away as prizes which will be
awarded to the winners in the Autumn Term.
Please visit their website for information on how to
enter.
https://www.havering.gov.uk/info/20039/libraries/7
99/havering_libraries_silly_squad_2020
Good luck!
Mrs White

Happy Birthday!
Dylan, Tommy, Lucy, Matthew,
Luca, Kieran, Hunter, Tiana,
Frederick, Ferne, Aiden, Ruby,
Kayleigh, Caleb, Isabella, Aliyah,
Hunter, Reggie, George, Archie,
Ema, Leo, Sian, Darcy, Grace and Lexie-Mae.

6 Acacia, 6 Chestnut and 6 Hornbeam
Each newsletter we will be focusing on a year group
and showing pictures and examples of your home
learning. Well done to all our Year 6 children for
keeping up the good work at home!

Harry in 6 H has
baked lots and
lots
during
lockdown!
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Stanley
in
6A
has
developed his DIY skills and
built a bug hotel.

Lilia (6H) enjoyed
finding out about the
Mayans and their
writing techniques.

Jackson (6H) produced a
very detailed and neatly
presented Family Tree.

Olivia in 6A has made a
beautiful Branfil flower out
of stones and pebbles.

Isla has been very busy
finding new places to ride
her horse Pasha.

Louis in 6C has
mastered
scrambled
eggs!
Mini master chef in
the making?!

Beth in 6C has baked a super
scrummy chocolate cake.
Mmmm…chocolate cake!

Mira in 6H made a
wonderful hat for Miss
Bain’s
Monday
Madness!

Daniel enjoyed getting his leavers
hoodie from Branfil.

Alfie (6H) has
become
extremely
interested in
photography
and taking still
shots of wildlife, plants and other things of interest
whilst out on walks.

David in 6C working
super hard with reading
comprehension
questions.

Phillip in 6C warming up
before his daily jog with his
Mum.
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Kieran (6A) made a
fantastic plane to
celebrate VE day.

Amelie’s dog showing off
the wonderful work
Amelie completed to
thank the NHS.

Rose (6A) has found a
love for basketball
during lockdown and has
been playing with friends
and family.

Alex (6A) has
become an
amazing chef,
cooking a range of:
cookies, lentil
soup, risotto and
flatbread for his
family. YUMMY!

Lois (6A) has spent lockdown
being very creative. She has been
baking, painting and gardening.
She created some lockdown keep
sakes to remember this bizarre
time
in our
lives.

Stanley (6A) has been
building some amazing
Lego structures.
AWESOME!
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