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Newsletter 29th January 2021

Dear parents/carers
As we finish our fourth week of school closure and
remote learning during lockdown 3, I wanted to
acknowledge how challenging this period is for
everyone. Juggling home learning, often for more
than one child, and home
working; sharing devices
across
several
family
members; caring for loved
ones who are unwell;
managing your own mental
health when the future is so
unknown… these are huge
challenges that are testing our resilience to the limit.
Whilst it is important that our children continue to
learn, whether at home or in school, it is even more
important that they are happy and healthy. Every
family needs to find their own way to cope with the
conflicting demands of lockdown whilst not putting
too much pressure on themselves. Our staff team are
working hard to support our children, and families,
whilst dealing with these challenges personally too.
They understand many of the difficulties you may be
encountering so please feel able to reach out to the
school for support if you need it. We will work with
you to try to find solutions or appropriate support for
your family.
I wish you a relaxing weekend with some quality
family time.
Kind regards,
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

Values Based Education
Trust
This month the school value which will be
celebrating is Trust. It is arguably one of our
most important values and it plays a crucial role
in the success of our school and its community.
Trust is belief in the ability, truth or reliability of
something or someone and it is the cornerstone
of good relationships. At Branfil we are
passionate about building these relationships
with parents and carers, children and all staff
members at the school. We hope to show on a
daily basis that we can be trusted by being able,
honest and reliable and in turn we look to instil
these characteristics in the children of Branfil.
This month let us all try to be more trusting in
order to build strong relationships and also try
our best to show we are worthy of trust, as this
will surely lead to even greater outcomes for our
children and ourselves.
‘I believe the greatest compliment in the world is
trust.’
Jennifer McAlister

Mental Health Support
Havering CAMHS offer monthly
virtual drop-in sessions to parents
and students who require support
or guidance with concerns around
emotional, anxiety, ASD, behaviour,
depression, relationship issues and more. Please see
the flyer at the end of this newsletter for details of
upcoming session dates and how to book onto a
session.

February half-term

Mental Health Campaign

DfE update - Schools will close as usual over
February half-term and are not expected to
remain open to vulnerable children and the
children of critical workers during that
week.

Havering Council has teamed up
with Havering MIND and other
local charities to raise awareness
of mental health and wellbeing. It
comes as many residents are dealing with extra stress
and anxiety because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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The new #BeNiceToYourNoggin campaign will
highlight the range of help and support available in
the borough, through a series of original cartoons
created by local Hornchurch illustrator, Richard
Darani.
The “Noggins” are imaginative characters that want to
help people open up to what can be difficult
conversations
about
isolation,
grief
and
bereavement, stress, depression, anxiety, along with
other issues that are being made worse by the
pandemic.

Resources for Home Learning
Resources to support learning can be
found
on
our
website
https://www.branfil.com/homelearning/covid-19/. There are 7 new
documents: Support Home Learning Routines, Talk
With Trust, Read With Trust, Reading With Trust and
7 Top Tips.

Home Learning Books

#BeNiceToYourNoggin will also feature a series of
events for residents and businesses with the Council,
local charities and mental health experts to help
encourage a two-way conversation about mental
wellbeing.

If your child completes their home
learning book then they can continue
their work in a notebook from home. If
this is not possible, extra books are
available from the school office.

More information on the campaign and how to get
involved can be found on the #BeNiceToYourNoggin
webpage. Schools and early years settings are asked
to share this information with parents/carers, and
further resources and materials are also available on
the webpage.

Parent/Carer
Reviews

'Dress to Express' Day – Wednesday, 3rd February

Consultation

Meetings

and

IEP

As you may be aware, it is our normal practice to hold
our consultation meetings with parents and carers
before the February half term break. We would like to
make you aware that this will now be postponed. We
will communicate a re-scheduled date shortly.

As a school, we celebrate
Children's Mental Health Week
each February and this year's
theme is 'Express Yourself'. We
are holding a 'Dress to Express'
day on Wednesday 3rd February. To take part, we are
asking staff and children to express themselves
through their choice of clothing. Children could wear
their favourite colour or choose a range of colours
that express how they are feeling. Colour can be very
personal and mean different things to different
people, so this is a great opportunity to encourage
self-expression and celebrate a diverse range of
emotions.

Children with additional needs normally have their
Individual Education Plans (IEPs) reviewed at around
this time too. Due to the majority of children learning
at home, and the challenges this poses to teachers
making accurate assessments to review targets, IEPs
reviews will also be postponed until a similar time as
the consultation meetings. If, in the meantime, you
feel your child has met a target on their IEP, please
contact your child’s class teacher who will be able to
suggest a next step for your child to work on until the
IEP can be reviewed more formally.

We are keen to include those learning at home and in
school and so this will be a non-uniform day for all
children. We are all looking forward to seeing the
Branfil community expressing themselves and
learning more about how important this is to look
after their mental health!

Islington Library Service has
recorded lots of story-time videos
for children from Nursery to Year 6.

Storytime Videos (Islington Libraries)

https://www.youtube.com/c/islingtoneducationlib
raryservicebookvideos
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Urgent Contact for Positive Covid Cases for children
attending school
An email address has been set up for parents/carers
to use when the school is closed (outside office hours)
to inform us about a confirmed positive case of
COVID-19 for one of our pupils who is in
school: covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk
We check this email regularly and will respond by
telephone to the family as soon as possible.
Please do not communicate any other information
relating to pupils self-isolating, pupils showing
symptoms, family members testing positive etc. since
these do not require an urgent response from the
school – please continue to communicate about nonurgent issues through the normal office email,
attendance email or by telephone.
Please be aware that, where a pupil tests positive for
COVID-19, having developed symptoms more than 48
hours since being in school, the school should be
informed via the office email, but parents and carers
should follow contact-tracing instructions provided by
NHS Test and Trace.

Contact Tracing during February Half term Holiday
Where pupils or staff still attending school test
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) during the
holidays, having developed symptoms more than 48
hours since being in school, schools are not required
to take any action. Staff, parents and carers should
follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS
Test and Trace.
However, where pupils or staff still attending their
school test positive having developed symptoms
within 48 hours of being in school, the school must be
informed by email: covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This email will be checked daily throughout the half
term break so we can assist in identifying close
contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual
may have been infectious whilst in school

Testing for staff in primary schools
One in three people who have Covid-19 are
asymptomatic and 80% of these cases can be
identified using lateral flow device tests (LFDs).You
may be aware from the news that all staff in primary
schools are being offered the opportunity to take a
LFD test twice a week in order to reduce transmission
of Covid-19 in school. This has started this week at
Branfil.
Please be aware that this may lead to bubble closures
for children in school if staff test positive. Notification
of this may be close to the start of the school day.
Where necessary, you will be informed about bubble
closures via ParentPay message so please check
before you travel to school in the morning.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meal please see the link
below to apply.
If your child is in R or KS1, you do not
currently pay for school meals, but the school would
still be able to get funding if you apply for free school
meals. If your child is in KS2, you would save a
significant amount of money if your child is entitled to
free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be
used at the school suppliers. To apply is very simple:
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/freeschool-meals.aspx#details
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At school
22nd January 2021
Mimi, Raphael, Lennard, Ruby, Miruna and Amelia
29th January 2021
Penelope, Harry, Cathrine, Isaac, Rhea, Oliver and
Ashton

Home Learning
22nd January 2021
Violet, Savannah, Miles, Aydin, Charles, Ethan, Millie,
Madison, Oliver, Ben, Aria, Lily, Jack R, Jack C, Finley,
Rhys, Sadie, Sian, Isabelle, Lara and Isabella
29th January 2021
Sam, Courtney, Penelope, Aidan, Gabriela, Mason,
Ernie, Mabel, Oscar, Charlotte, Maksim, Bethany,
Harriet, Mia, Rueben, George, Joseph, Albie, Millie,
Denny and Hazel

Happy Birthday!

Bethany,
George,
Reggie,
August, Evie, Stanley, Tadas,
Thomas, Teddie, Quadell, Miles,
Lara, Skye, Megan, Sid, Lexie,
Michael, Bailey, Theo, Joe,
Amelia and Blake
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w/b Monday 1st February 2021

Children’s Mental Health Week

Wednesday 3rd February 2021

‘Dress to Express’ Day

Friday 12 February 2021

School finishes normal time for half term holiday for children in school

Monday 22 February 2021

School reopens 8.40 – 8.50 am (for critical worker’s children)

Thursday 4 March 2021

World Book Day

Friday 19 March 2021

Red Nose Day

Thursday 1 April 2021

School closes normal time for Easter Holidays

Tuesday 20 April 2021

School reopens 8.40am-8.50am whole school

Monday 3 May 2021

BANK HOLIDAY

Thursday 6 May

INSET DAY – POLLING DAY

Tuesday 18 May 2021

Photographer in to take Class Photos

Friday 28 May 2021

School closes normal time for half term holidays

Monday 7 June 2021

School reopens 8.40am-8.50am whole school

Friday 23 July 2021

School closes normal time for the Summer Holiday
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