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Newsletter 28th January 2022

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

Dear parents and carers
At Branfil, we consider reading to be the key to your
child’s success. Your child's reading experience is much
more than the reading book that they are given in
school. Reading is happening all the time during lessons
and around the school. It is taught in specific reading and
English lessons, but children are practising and using
their 'reading' constantly across all subjects too.
You can support this 'reading
journey' through regular reading at
home. Reading to, and with, your
child every evening for at least ten
minutes can make a dramatic
difference to a child's achievement within school: a
report from the Oxford University Press highlighted that
“children who read outside of school are 13 times more
likely to read above the expected level for their age”.

Vision for 2021-2026
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

The report offers six tips for reading with your child at
home, including:







Making time to read every day
Choosing different types of books
Taking turns to read
Talking about the book- asking your child questions
Paying attention to the language
Enjoying reading!

It also suggests that you can create a home environment
that encourages a love of reading by:







Reading yourself – it does not matter what it is:
newspaper, magazine, cookery book, poetry, novel…
Talking about what you are reading
Giving books as presents
Encouraging your child to carry a book at all times –
they will never be bored!
Having a family bookshelf or a bookshelf in your
child’s room
Continuing to read aloud to older children so you
enjoy books that are more complex together.

Our value this term is ASPIRE.
In our learning community we aim high, keep learning
and developing.

You can find more information about ‘getting children
reading’ through the Book Trust website:
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-andreading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips
If you need further help to know how to support your
child with reading, please contact the class teacher via
the year group email. Our website also has lots of
additional information about reading at Branfil.

Book Sale
A big thank you to everyone who
purchased books from our recent KS2
book sale. We have raised an amazing
£189.90.

Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW
Phone: 01708 225186 Web: www.branfil.com Email: office@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Maths app
Have a look at the new, free White Rose Maths app
aimed at Key Stage 1 pupils. Miss Bain highly
recommends it!

Year 5 Travel Ambassadors
Year 5 Junior Travel Ambassadors began their walking
map project today. They investigated the impact that
active travel has on both physical and mental health and
the dangers of increasing pollution. Alongside Havering
Council and PWLC Projects, they will be collecting data
in order to create a new walking map for the Branfil
community! We are aiming for the TfL STARS!

Excellence in the Arts Award
Our Excellence in the Arts Award went to Julia in 5
Hawthorn last week. Julia performed as a narrator in
an outstanding rendition of Persephone and Hades. She
was truly aspirational; in the short space of a lesson, Julia
remembered her lines, and delivered them with
enthusiasm and confidence. Previously in drama lessons,
Julia has felt uncomfortable performing in front of
others. Her tenacity goes to show what you can achieve
when you explore a new talent and put yourself out
there. She even performed to 5 Aspen too! See you in
Hollywood, Julia!
This week, the award went
to Oscar in 3 Hazel. A
ferocious Roman, Oscar has
created a shield and sword
that any foe would quiver at
the sight of! This warrior has
created
the
most
aspirational equipment to
explore his history topic.
Not only this, Oscar has a
clear eye for detail and his
shield is complete with
strong leather handles these will aid you well in
battle, Oscar! Oscar strode
through
the
corridor
proudly brandishing his
tools; all that saw him were
in total awe. Well done
Oscar!

Reading for Pleasure
Thank you to Ernie in 3 Maple for creating a fantastic
drawing of his own jam factory. He explained that he was
inspired by our Patron of Reading, Chrissie Sains, and her
novel 'An Alien in the Jam Factory.' Chrissie was very
impressed and even shared with the school a top secret
snippet of her second novel during our celebration
assembly! Well done Ernie!
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Opal Parent Survey
We are looking at our
playtimes and thinking
about how we can improve
them by introducing the OPAL (Outdoor Play and
Learning) Primary Programme. We want to hear from
absolutely everyone in our school community, to know
what playtimes are like now and what ideas you have.

Peer Mentors
Congratulations to our Peer Mentors for completing
their training. We cannot wait to see the positive impact
you have when encouraging our children to embrace
their play opportunities.

We launched this survey in the autumn term and so far
have had 50 responses out of over 450 families. Thank
you to everyone who has completed the survey so far. If
you have not managed to complete the survey yet,
please scan the QR code below:

Contact with teachers

The survey will be closing on 11th February 2022.
Library Visits
Elm and Ash class had a
lovely
time
visiting
Upminster library this week,
reading lots of stories and
learning how to take books
out. Fir class can’t wait to go
next week!

A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.

Milk at School
Please be aware that, from January, we reinstating the
offer of school milk as a part of the school food plan.
Milk will be available in the dinner hall at lunchtime for
any pupil who requests it.
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Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:

School start time
A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school. We do need to close these promptly so staff can
get to meetings, assemblies and classrooms.
Please do not enter the back gate at 8.50am and expect
it to still be open for you to go out that way.

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Remote Learning
If your child tests positive for Covid and they are unwell,
there are no expectations for them to engage in any
schoolwork. However, if your child does feel well
enough to engage in remote learning, then please email
your child’s teacher, via your year group email.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered. If you are
informing us of a possible COVID-19 case, please
remember to inform us again when you receive the PCR
test result. Remember to arrange a test/tests for
anyone who is displaying any symptoms that may be
COVID-19 related.

Your email will be answered within the teacher’s
working hours only.

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases

Second Hand Uniform

Under government guidance, if your child tests positive
for COVID-19 then they must remain off school and
follow instructions from Track & Trace. Please inform
the school in the usual way, either by emailing
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephoning the
school on 01708 225186 and pressing option 1 if you
wish to leave a message. Please also email:
covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk.

Donations of School Clothing
Branfil are asking for donations of tracksuit bottoms,
sweatshirt tops and socks – all sizes, from age 4 to 11
please.
If any of your children have grown out of their clothing,
we would appreciate if you could donate it to the school
to keep as spare clothing - preferably, black, navy or grey
but we will accept any colour.
Please hand in to the school office or to the class teacher
in a bag labelled DONATIONS. Thank you 

Our Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is
open for socially distanced collections.
You are able to purchase items of
second hand uniform from Suzanne
Lock, who is operating entirely Covid
friendly. She asks that you text her
your orders and she will then put the items in a box
outside her house for collection. Please message
Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary
Preloved Uniform Facebook page.
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Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed and
you think you may be eligible for Free
School Meals please see the link below
to apply. If your child is in R or KS1, you
do not currently pay for school meals,
but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of money
if your child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

17.01.2022 – 21.01.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by Reception Ash
class.

24.01.2022 – 28.01.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 2 Cedar.

Happy Birthday!

21h January 2022
Reggie, Archie, Louie, Remi,
Zachary, Lola, Mason, Jenson,
Gabriela, Harris, Mabel, Aidan,
Charlotte, Albert, Poppy, Daniel,
Tia, Jack, Issa, Loanne and Harry.

28th January 2022
Joshua, Belle, all of Elm Class,
Freddy, Courtney, Erin, Livvy,
Aleksej, Noah, Oliver, Madison,
Skylar, Tilly, Claudia, Ben,
Thomas, Mia, Erin, Ruby, Katie
and Jessica.

Pearls, Freddy, Leon, Hooria, Betty,
Bethany, Reggie, August, Evie, Delilah,
Stanley, Thomas, Amy, Teddie,
Quadell, Miles, River, Skye, Sid, Lacey,
Michael, Bailey and Joe.

Birthday Sweets & Treats
Due to health and safety reasons, we are no longer able
to distribute sweets or treats in school to celebrate
children’s birthdays. Please do not put your child’s
teacher in a difficult position by asking them to do this.

Dates for your Diary

INSET DAYS FOR 2022-2023
Thursday, 1st September 2022
Thursday, 2nd September 2022
Thursday, 5th January 2023
Friday, 6th January 2023
Monday, 17th April 2023
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Wednesday, 2nd February 2022

Reception Fir visiting Upminster Library

Monday, 7th February 2022

All About Your Child meetings – all classes (except
Reception classes)

W/b 7th - 13th February 2022

Mental Health Week and Virtual Skipping Week

Tuesday, 8th February 2022

Wednesday, 9th February 2022

Safer Internet Day Parent Workshops
5:30 – 6:30 pm and 7:00 – 8:00 pm
All About Your Child Meetings – year 1, year 2,
3 Oak, 3 Hazel, year 4, year 5 and 6 Hornbeam
2 Beech visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 10th February 2022

Year 3 Roman Day

Thursday, 10th February 2022
Monday, 14th February – Friday, 18th February 2022

All About Your Child Meetings – 3 Maple, 6 Acacia
and 6 Chestnut
Half Term Holiday

Wednesday, 23rd February 2022

2 Holly visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 24th February 2022

Year 1 visit to Ingatestone Hall

Thursday, 24th February 2022

2 Cedar visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 3rd March 2022

World Book Day

Tuesday, 15th March 2022

Year 6 visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 16th March 2022

1 Pine visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 16th March 2022

Launch event for Walk Zone Project

Thursday, 17th March 2022

1 Lime visiting Upminster Library

W/b 21st - 27th March 2022

Virtual Dance Week

Tuesday, 22nd March 2022

Year 5 visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 23rd March 2022

4 Larch visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 24th March 2022

4 Birch visiting Upminster Library

Tuesday, 29th March 2022

Year 3 visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 30th March 2022

4 Rowan visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 31st March 2022

1 Willow visiting Upminster Library

Monday, 4th April – Monday, -18th April 2022

Easter Holiday

Tuesday, 19th April 2022

INSET day

Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022

Year 6 SATs

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022
Friday, 27th May 2022

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity
Centre
INSET day

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

Half Term Holiday

Thursday, 21st July 2022

School finishes usual time for Summer Holiday

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day

Wednesday, 9th February 2022
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