Headteacher: Mrs N Sansom

Cedar Avenue, Upminster, Essex. RM14 2LW
Phone: 01708 225186 Web: www.branfil.com Email: office@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Newsletter 26th May 2022
Dear parents and carers
Please remember that our school will be closed
tomorrow for an Inset Day. This will start an exciting half
term break, which includes the long bank holiday
weekend to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
We have already started our
Jubilee celebrations:
 I hope you have seen the
bunting on the front
railings – every child
decorated one of the flags and Mrs Philpot very
kindly volunteered to assemble the bunting for us. It
looks fabulous!
 Every class enjoyed a games afternoon this week,
playing traditional games on the playground,
followed by a delicious cookie produced by our
amazing kitchen staff.
 Children will bring home a special Jubilee bookmark
today to mark this historic occasion (and the page of
their reading book!).
When we return to school, we continue our celebrations
with dance workshops across the decades (details at the
end of this newsletter) and a whole school Jubilee song.
I hope you all enjoy your half term holiday.
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher
Joyful June sponsored event
This week you should have
received a letter explaining the
details for the new sponsored
event. Your child should have
brought home the sponsor and
activity sheets. We all know how
important it is to look after our mental wellbeing so
please encourage your child to complete as many of the
activities as possible. All money raised will go towards
purchasing a friendship bench for our playground.
Thank you for your continued support. Mrs White

Vision for 2021-2026
EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Our value this term is NURTURE.
In our learning community we develop children’s
understanding of mental, spiritual and physical health,
including strategies to employ when facing challenges
in these areas.
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Excellence in the Arts Award

Year 2 STEM Building Challenge Activity

Our Excellence in the Arts award this week goes to Molly
in 5 Alder. Inspired by Tom Gates, Molly threw herself
into the maximalist world of doodling! Whimsical and
full of flare, Molly's doodle creation is jam-packed with
endearing characters and joyful symbols that catch
the eye of every passerby! Molly has truly nurtured
herself with the therapeutic art of doodling and is clearly
on track to be quite the illustrator; we can't wait to see
what she doodles next!

Year 2 would like to thank
all the parents and carers
who were able to attend
our
STEM
building
challenge activity this
week. It was lovely to see
how excited both the
children and the adults(!)
were
during
the
challenge.
We have
received lovely feedback
from some of the
parents/carers and we
are glad that you all had lots of fun. Thank you again.
Mrs Cullender, Mrs Evans, Miss Fitzakerley and Mrs
Clarke
Year 6 Girls Cricket Team

Year 6 Residential Trip at Gilwell
Last week, year 6 had a fantastic time either at Gilwell
Park or enjoying activities in school and going on some
day trips. The children at Gilwell took part in a range of
activities, which included: archery, climbing, crate
staking,
fencing
and aero
ball.
The
day
trips included bowling and a back-stage tour at the
Queens's Theatre.
All the year 6 children had a fun-packed week and the
year 6 team are incredibly proud of them all - they
behaved impeccably, gave everything a go; they are a
credit to their parents/carers and Branfil.
Well done to 6 Hornbeam, 6 Acacia and 6 Chestnut
(Team Year 6) Miss Bain

On Tuesday, some year 6 girls went to Rainham Cricket
Ground to play in a cricket tournament. The team were
absolutely fantastic and won both their games, securing
a place in the final after half term. Over the course of
the morning, the girls developed their team work skills
and also their cricket game improved as they got into the
swing of things. Look out for news on how the next
round goes in a few weeks! Well done to Maisie, Poppy,
Tilly, Phoebe, Megan, Katie, Amelia, Alissa-Mae and
Sadie.

Staffing Update
Today we say goodbye to Mrs Erback
who will be starting her maternity leave.
We wish her all the very best.
Mrs Clarke will be taking over as 3
Maple’s teacher.
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Young Voices

Water Bottles

Children in the choir from years 4-6 made Branfil staff
and parents/carers so proud with their commitment to
learning the songs
for the Young Voices
concert. On 23rd
May, they joined
with nearly 9000
other children to sing
as a massive choir.
All of the children
behaved impeccably
and were a pleasure to take on this trip. We had so much
fun and now cannot wait for next year! Well done you
superstars!

Please remember to send a named water bottle
into school with your child each day.

Sports Day
For our sports days, children need to wear a t-shirt in the
same colour as their house. If your child is not sure
which house they are in, please check with the class
teacher.
Belhus - blue
Tylers - red
Pages - green

Branfil Summer Uniform
Pupils are able to wear the optional Branfil summer
uniform.
Reception children should wear black Velcro trainers
(they must have black soles, no logos and no lace
fastenings).
Children in Years 1-6 should wear black school shoes (no
high heels or boots and must be suitable for running and
climbing e.g good grip on sole, lace up or buckle
fastening) or black trainers (must have black soles and
no logos).
Alternatively, as part of the summer uniform, children
may wear black or white sandals (no sling backs or peep
toes for safety reasons).
For PE days, the children should wear black trainers
(they must have black soles and no logos).
Please find full details about our school uniform at the
back of the newsletter for both Reception and Years 16.

Cely - yellow
Sports days are;

Forest School volunteers



14th June - Years 1/2 at 9.30am



14th June - Years 5/6 at 1.30pm



17th June - Years 3/4 at 9.30am



24th June – Reception at 9:30am

This year we have had great success
with continuing to develop our Forest
School programme and we are very
grateful to the volunteers from our
school community who have been vital in enabling to do
so. We are currently looking for some further members
of the school community to help support us with Forest
School sessions for six weeks from June - July on Tuesday
mornings and Wednesday mornings and afternoons.
Volunteers can be parents, grandparents, aunts or
uncles and all volunteers need to have a current DBS
check, which can be arranged by the school if needed. If
you would like to express your interest in volunteering
with us for Forest School, please email Mrs Ferguson on
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Lightweight Coat, Sun Hats and Sun cream
We would also like to remind parents and
carers to ensure your child comes to
school with a lightweight coat even on
sunny days, for unscheduled downpours.
Please also ensure your child comes to
school with sunscreen applied before school in the
morning and brings a named sunhat too.
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Library Volunteers
We are now starting to actively plan to
relocate our school library in a much
larger room in the centre of the school.
As part of the refurbishment, we have
purchased a software system called
Libresoft which will allow us to
catalogue all of our library books so children can scan
them in and out, search for specific titles/authors and
reserve books. We are looking for volunteers for this
term who can help us to catalogue the books. This is a
manual job where the ISBN code for each book is
scanned then a sticky bar code is put in the back cover of
the book and scanned in order to link the book to its
details. If you are able to offer some time to help us with
this task, you will need to hold a current DBS check,
which the school can organise for you. Please contact
the school office if you can offer some of your time.
Whole School Book Look: Years 1-6
There will be a whole school Book Look on Tuesday 5th
July, after school until 4pm. Parents and carers of
children in Years 1-6 will be able to look at their child’s
work, with their child, and see their classroom. This is
not a meeting with the teacher as reports do not go out
until after this date; it will not be an opportunity for
teachers to discuss individual pupils.
Please note: Reception will not be taking part in the
school Book Look as they are having face to face focus
meetings this term with all families.

Advance notice - Gilwell Park Year 6 Residential trip
May 2023
Our current year 6 have just returned from a very
successful residential trip to Gilwell Park Scout
Adventure Centre and plans are already underway for
next year.
Current year 5 children will have the opportunity of a 5
day, 4 night, residential trip from 22 – 26 May 2023. The
cost this year was £395. Unfortunately there is a good
chance that this will increase due to increased centre
and coach costs, but this is advance notice so that
parents can start to save!
A letter requesting a deposit of £100 will be sent home
early in September, by which time we hope to have
confirmed prices.
Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Twitter
OPAL – sandpits
We would love to make two large sandpits for the
children to enjoy playing in during lunch times.
Can you help us please? We need sleepers, porous
membrane, sand and fine netting to cover it. We are
hoping that we can acquire these items through contacts
that our parents/carers may have.
Please contact the office if you can offer support.
Thank you in advance.

Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.
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Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:

16.05.2022 -20.05.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 2 Cedar and
6 Hornbeam.

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.

23.05.2022 – 26.05.2022

This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

The Attendance Cup was won by 4 Rowan.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered.

Happy Birthday!

Ernest, Finley, Artjoms, Charlie,
Harry, Charlie, Dolcie, George,
Ethan,
Emilija,
Erin,
Jadyn,
Maximus,
Dolcie,
Edward,
Alexander, Mylee-Rae, Harvey,
Mark, Max, Kataleja, Teddy, Noah,
Mia, Aria, Lydia, Riley, Stefan, Ruby,
Chloe, Callum, Skylar, Esme, Rhea,
Reggie, Luke and Aleksej.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

20h May 2022
Ava, Mark, Alex, James, Pearls,
Ollie, Coraline, Artem, Draya,
Betty, Elizabeth, Mohamed,
Emmy, George, David, Lennie,
Ayo and Daniel.
26th May 2022
Callum, Teddy, Ivy-Mae, Poppy,
George, Harrison, Sonny, Mason,
Billy, all of 3 Hazel, Lincoln, Vinnie,
Harry, Ava-Rose, Ben, Lydon, all of 5
Aspen, Julia, Teddy, Harry and Faith.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Friday, 27th May 2022

INSET day

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

Half Term Holiday

Monday, 6th June, Wednesday, 8th June &
Thursday, 9th June 2022
Friday, 10th June 2022

Jubilee Dance Workshops

Tuesday, 14th June 2022
Friday, 17th June 2022

Sports Day – 9:30 am Years 1 & 2
Sports Day - 1:30 pm Years 5 & 6
Sports Day – 9:30 am Years 3 and 4 (changed from 1:30pm)

Friday, 17th June 2022

New Intake Stay and Play– parent/carer and child 2-3pm

Friday, 17th June 2022

Father’s Day Sale

Tuesday, 21st June 2022

1 Willow – Parent Event – Moon Party 1:45-2:45pm

Wednesday, 22nd June 2022

1 Lime – Parent Event – Moon Party 1:45-2:45pm

Thursday, 23rd June 2022

1 Pine – Parent Event – Moon Party 1:45-2:45pm

Friday, 24th June 2022
th

Years 2, 4 and 6 Book Tasting Event with Chrissie Sains

Sports Day – 9:30 am Reception
st

Monday, 27 June – Friday 1 July 2022

Virtual Rounder’s Week

Monday, 27th June 2022

5 Alder and 5 Hawthorn – Parent Event – Science Event 2:00-3:00pm

Tuesday, 28th June 2022

5 Aspen – Parent Event – Science Event 2:00-3:00pm

Wednesday, 29th June 2022

Year 6 Citizen Event - need to be in school for 8:30am

Monday, 4th July 2022 (change of date)

Year 4 Parents Event – Dance and DT 1:35 – 3:00pm

Tuesday, 5th July 2022

Ash Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

th

Tuesday, 5 July 2022

Whole School Book Look – after school until 4pm

Wednesday, 6th July 2022

Fir Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

Thursday, 7th July 2022

Elm Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

Friday, 8th July 2022
Monday, 11th July 2022

New Intake Child Stay and Play 2-3pm
New Intake Parent/Carer Meeting 2-3pm
Year 4 – Brazilian Samba Drumming

Tuesday 14th July 2022

Year 4 trip to Rainham Marshes

th

Tuesday, 12 July 2022

6 Acacia Production 1:45-2:45pm

Wednesday, 13th July 2022

6 Chestnut Production 1:45-2:45pm

Thursday, 14th July 2022

6 Hornbeam Production 1:45 – 2:45pm

Monday, 18th July 2022

Lead Learner Assemblies

Tuesday, 19th July 2022

Year 6 Mini-market

Tuesday, 19th July 2022

Year 6 Leaver’s Disco at Branfil 6:00 – 7:30pm

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day

th

Monday, 5 September 2022

Children return to school
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Year 6 Important Dates for your diary!
Wednesday, 29th June 2022
Tuesday, 12th July 2022
Wednesday, 13th July 2022
Thursday, 14th July 2022
Tuesday, 19th July 2022
Friday, 22nd July 2022

Year 6 Citizen Event – need to be in school for 8:30am
6 Acacia Production 1:45 – 2:45pm
6 Chestnut Production 1:45 – 2:45 pm
6 Hornbeam Production 1:45 – 2:45pm
Leavers’ Disco at Branfil 6:00 – 7:30pm
INSET DAY
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Dance Workshop
After half term, during the week beginning 6th June, we have arranged for a dance company to visit the school. Each class
will take part in a workshop where they will learn a dance from a decade of the Queen’s reign.
For this event, we are inviting your child to dress up in a costume, wear an item of clothing or bring a prop to reflect the
decade. Below is a timetable, so that you know which day your child should dress up and which decade their costume
should reflect.
Date

Classes

Decade

Monday 6th June

Ash
Pine
Holly
Oak
Larch
Aspen
Hornbeam

2010-2019
2000-2009
1990-1999
1980-1989
1970-1979
1960-1969
1950-1959

Wednesday 8th June

Fir
Willow
Cedar
Hazel
Rowan
Alder
Chestnut

2010-2019
2000-2009
1990-1999
1980-1989
1970-1979
1960-1969
1950-1959

Thursday 9th June

Elm
Lime
Beech
Maple
Birch
Hawthorn
Acacia

2010-2019
2000-2009
1990-1999
1980-1989
1970-1979
1960-1969
1950-1959

To cover the cost of these dance workshops, we are requesting a payment of £3.50 per child to be paid to the school, via
School Comms, please.
Finally, your children will receive a commemorative bookmark as a gift from the school to remember the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.
We hope that your child enjoys the events we have planned to celebrate this historic occasion.
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School Uniform: Reception
Your child will have the opportunity to climb, play in mud, paint, build and more each and every day. Their uniform
needs to allow for them to do this comfortably and safely.
Winter uniform
Option 1

Option 2

White polo shirt
White polo shirt
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan (with* or
without Branfil badge)

Royal blue Branfil hoodie*

Charcoal grey tracksuit bottoms

Royal blue Branfil tracksuit bottoms*

Grey socks

White socks

Black Velcro trainers (must have black soles, no
logos and no lace fastenings)

Black Velcro trainers (must have black soles, no logos and no
lace fastenings)

Long hair to be tied back

Long hair to be tied back

Summer uniform (optional)

Additional items for all year

White polo shirt
Branfil blue PE shorts*

Wellington boots (to be kept at school)

White socks

Raincoat (to be kept at school)

Black Velcro trainers (must have black soles, no
logos and no lace fastenings)
N.B. No P.E. Kit is required in Reception
*Our uniform is available from Havering School Wear:
www.haveringschoolwear.co.uk
160-162 Hornchurch Road, Hornchurch RM11 1QH
Telephone 01708 767890
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School Uniform: Years 1 – 6

Winter uniform
PE days

Non PE days

Children come into school wearing their PE kit

White shirt/blouse/polo shirt

Branfil blue T-shirt*

Charcoal grey trousers or pinafore dress/skirt
Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan (with* or
without Branfil badge; no hoodies)

Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan (with* or without Branfil badge)
& charcoal grey tracksuit bottoms
OR
Royal blue Branfil hoodie* and tracksuit bottoms*

White or grey socks/tights (no leggings)

White or grey socks

Black school shoes (no high heels or boots and
must be suitable for running and climbing e.g
good grip on sole, lace up or buckle fastening)
OR
Black trainers (must have black soles and no
logos)

Black trainers (must have black soles and no logos)
Black plimsolls (for indoors)
Long hair to be tied back and no earrings to be worn

Summer uniform (optional)
PE days

Non PE days

Children come into school wearing their PE kit

Charcoal grey tailored shorts
Blue &white check dress
Branfil blue PE shorts*
Black or white sandals (no sling backs or peep
toes for safety reasons)

*Our uniform is available from Havering School Wear:
www.haveringschoolwear.co.uk
160-162 Hornchurch Road, Hornchurch RM11 1QH
Telephone 01708 767890
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As part of our OPAL site development, we would like to create a reflective area. This would be a quieter space for
children to access and explore at lunchtimes. As part of this area, we would like to display some stone artwork. We
would like to invite our school community to get creative and express yourselves.
Please bring in your painted stones from Monday 6th to Friday 10th June. Place your creations in the labelled crates in the
wooden shelter to the right as you enter the main gate.
Top tips:
 Choose a flat stone
 Wash your stone and allow it to dry
 Acrylic paints work best (you can use paint pens to add finer details)
 You may choose to seal your stone, otherwise, we can do this in school when we have them in place
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