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Newsletter 24th September 2021

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

Dear parents and carers

Vision for 2021-2026

Last week, we welcomed our new Reception children
to Branfil full time. They have made a great start, with
staff commenting on how well they have settled and
adapted to life at Branfil. We look forward to seeing
how they grow and develop over the next seven
years.
The rest of our children have been enjoying more
‘normal’ school life once again with: more
collaborative learning possible, assemblies and
lunchtimes back in halls, swimming restarting for our
older children, clubs resuming and greater freedoms
at play times. Staff and children have loved having less
restrictions, whilst still ensuring we have our COVID19 controls in place.
Please ensure that you help us to keep the children
and staff safe by following the one-way system in the
playground at drop off and pick up times. Getting
600+ children out of school and matched up to the
right adult within 15 minutes is a challenge so please
do you part in helping with this.

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school
values and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when
needed.

Our value this half term is love and at Branfil we
focus on loving ourselves, life and learning.

Harvest Festival

Thank you for your continued support.

For this year’s Harvest Festival, Branfil will be
collecting non-perishable food items to send to a local
food bank. Please send any food donations in to
school on Tuesday 28th or Wednesday 29th
September. Please do not hand in your food
donations before the 28th or 29th September due to
restricted storage space in school.

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

Meet the Senior Leadership Team

On Thursday 30th September, we will be displaying
the food donations at our three Harvest Festival
assemblies before taking them to the local Tapestry
Centre who will distribute to elderly adults in the local
area. We thank you in advance for your generous
donations for Tapestry UK.
Mrs Sansom

Mrs Gunthorpe

Mrs Metcalfe

Headteacher

Deputy
Headteacher

Assistant
Headteacher
and SENCo
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Parent Consultation meetings
We have decided that we will
rename these meetings to ‘All About
Your Child’ meetings. We feel that
this reflects the fact that these are
two
way
meetings
where
parents/carers and teachers share
information about the child that will
benefit the child’s learning, both in
school and at home.
These will be held on Wednesday 3rd November and
Monday 8th November, both 3.30-6.00pm. We will
use our new School Comms system to meet virtually
for 10 minute appointments. Please make sure you
are registered with Schoolcomms as you will need
this to book your meetings.
Reading Routes and Star Readers
Our new, exciting Reading Routes
have replaced Reading Bingo for our
KS2 children (Years 3-6) this year. You
will find details of these routes at the
end of this newsletter and on the
Reading page of our website.
We encourage every KS2 child to choose one of the
two routes and head towards being a Reading
Ambassador for Branfil, opening up fantastic
opportunities to help promote reading in our school
and beyond.

This week’s award goes
to Eleanor West in 6
Hornbeam.
Eleanor has
created this extraordinary
pillow inspired by Year 6's
history topic: World War II.
Eleanor has meticulously
sewn fabric to represent the
flags of the United Kingdom,
France and Germany. Next stop, The Great British
Sewing Bee. Great work Eleanor!

Value Art Competition: Love
This month we are being inspired by Felix Gonzalez
Torres who was a Cuban-American artist.
Felix showed love for his partner, Ross Laycock by
creating this artwork made out of sweets for
him. Sadly, Ross past away in 1991 from Human
Immunodeficiency Virus/AIDS. At the time, HIV was
hard to treat but now people can live normal, healthy
lives with medication. The bright and colourful
artwork made out of sweets celebrates Ross’ life and
even weighs the same amount as Ross did when he
was healthy.
Ideas:





Our expectation is still that every child should read at
least five times each week. Whenever this is achieved,
the child will get an equivalent number of house
points (e.g. read 6 times = 6 house points) and a star
on their class’ Star Reader chart. At the end of the
term, if they have read every week, they will receive a
special certificate.
Excellence in the Arts Award
Last week’s award goes to Tommy in 5 Aspen.
He was nominated by Mr Edwards for his excellent,
confident and thoughtful improvisation of the
glockenspiel over the last two weeks.

Choose someone in your life and create an
artwork that is made out of, or shows, their
favourite things!
Paint a picture about love using the vibrant
colours seen in Gonzales Torres’ artwork.
Draw/paint/pastel a picture that shows what
love means to you.

Please submit entries to Miss Ansell in 5 Hawthorn by
1st October.
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Home Learning

Break the Rules Day

Our policy for home learning at Branfil
is to provide you with a menu of
options so you can choose how best to
support your child at home. This
enables parents/carers to make their
own decision about how much time they want to
invest in home learning and the approach that best
suits their child.

Thank you for your support for our sponsored Break
the Rules day at the end of the summer term. As well
as being lots of fun for the children, a grand total of
£1595 was raised, all of which is to be spent by the
children themselves. They have all had the chance to
choose new books for their class library, using the
money that their class raised.

We will be encouraging children to complete some
home learning each week and rewarding those who
do so regularly. There will not be consequences for
those children who do not do this since we
acknowledge that it is not always possible to do so
within
the
demands
of
family
life.
We also believe that home learning should be fun and
not be an area that causes conflict at home. If your
child is struggling to complete their home learning
then please stop and let us know - we do not want you
to feel that you have to battle on!
If you feel that your child needs additional challenge
in their home learning then please speak to your
child's class teacher and they will provide you with
some ideas of how to deepen your child's
understanding.
Please see the Home Learning page on our website for
more information (tab on left hand side on home
page).

Book Sale
A HUGE thank you to all the children
that bought a book at our book sale
last
week.
We
raised
any
amazing £707,60! We will be using
this money to buy new books for our
library, with a focus on graphic novels
and poetry books. We hope all the
children are enjoying the books
that they purchased. Look out for our
second book sale next half term.

Class
1 Pine
1 willow
1 Lime
2 Holly
2 Cedar
2 Beech
3 Oak
3 Maple
3 Hazel
4 Rowan
4 Birch
4 Larch
5 Hawthorn
5 Aspen
5 Alder
6 Hornbeam
6 Acacia
6 Chestnut

Total (£)
53
109
149
157.5
91.5
45.5
86.5
67
95
136
73
58.5
52.5
110
58.5
57
59.5
40

Upminster Cricket Club
We would like to share some news with you. Three
Branfil boys, Oscar, Johnny (year 5) and Billy (year 4),
all competed in The Don Coates final on Sunday for
Upminster Cricket Club. All boys played superbly and
Upminster Cricket Club won by 41 runs. We are so
proud of the boys.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN
PRIORITIES FOR 2021-22
PLANNING

coped well during the national pandemic, continuing
to prioritise pupil wellbeing, alongside academic
progress.
Question

%
strongly
agree or
agree

%
neutral

My child is happy
at this school
My child feels
safe at this school
My child makes
good progress at
this school
My child is well
looked after at
this school
My child is taught
well at this school
My child receives
appropriate
homework for
their age
This school makes
sure its pupils are
well behaved
This school deals
effectively with
bullying
This school is well
led and managed
This school
responds well to
any concerns I
raise
I receive valuable
information from
the school about
my child's
progress
I would be happy
to recommend
this school to
another parent

98

1

%
disagree
or
strongly
disagree
2

98

2

1

87

9

4

93

8

1

94

5

1

50

27

23

90

8

2

56

41

3

84

11

5

82

12

6

65

22

13

90

5

5

Further develop accurate assessment of
foundation subjects
Develop tracking and evaluation systems for
interventions
Sustainably improve the quality of play
opportunities for all children
IMPLEMENTATION
Develop a coaching culture across the school
Develop Reading for Pleasure pedagogy
Ensure technology is used effectively to
support the curriculum and pupil outcomes
Further develop awareness of cultural diversity
through making links across the curriculum
EMERGING PRIORITY
Through monitoring, identify areas to develop
the teaching and learning of writing to
accelerate pupil progress

Planning priorities are those that we are starting to
focus on this year.
Implementation priorities are those where we have
already made significant progress.
Emerging priorities are those that become evident
through monitoring and evaluation.

Parent/Carer Questionnaire
Thank you to everyone who completed our
parent/carer questionnaire in July; we had 128
responses. As you can see below, the results were
overwhelmingly positive, as was the additional
feedback on strengths, areas for improvement and
other comments. Parents and carers felt that we had

The two areas that we need to investigate further are
homework and informing parents/carers about pupil
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progress. If you would like to share your views on
these areas for our consideration, please email the
office by Friday 1st October, with ‘Questionnaire
Feedback’ in the subject bar. All feedback is welcome.
Parent/carer volunteer for OPAL
One of our school improvement priorities is to
‘sustainably improve the quality of play opportunities
for all children’. This involves us embarking on an
exciting
18
month
project
with
OPAL
(https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/) .
We need to set up a working party, including Mrs
Sansom (Headteacher), Mrs Daly (OPAL Lead
Teacher), Mrs Mead (Lunchtime Leader), a governor
and a parent. The commitment would be to attend 8
mentor-led meetings of 2.5 hours, and 8 school-led
meetings, over 18 months. You would also need to be
passionate about developing outdoor play
opportunities and willing to offer additional time
outside of these meetings.
If you would like to be part of this working party then
please email the office, FAO Mrs Sansom: OPAL,
explaining why you would like to join the team. Mrs
Sansom will then be in touch to discuss this with you.
PTA AGM Wednesday 6th October at 2-3pm
The Friends of Branfil General Meeting
is taking place on Wednesday, 6th
October in the main hall between 23pm. Everyone is invited – parents,
carers, grandparents etc. Please join us for coffee
and cake plus a chance to discuss how the community
can support the school.

Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact
their child’s class teacher by using the following
emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk

year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
School start time
A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school.
Any children who arrive after this time will receive a
late mark. The minutes late, and reason for lateness,
have to be entered onto our registration system, and
the office staff will also ask for your child’s lunch
requirement – this can all mean a delay (especially if
parents/carers have not consulted the menu in
advance). This then means your child is even later
getting to class meaning that they miss some essential
early morning work. We therefore encourage parents
and carers to ensure that children arrive promptly,
whilst the gates are open.

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases
Under the new government guidance, if your child
tests positive for COVID-19 then they must remain off
school and follow instructions from Track & Trace.
Please inform the school in the usual way, as for other
absence.
Absent from School
Please remember to contact the school when your
child is absent.
You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you
wish to leave a message. Please leave your child’s
name, class and reason for absence. If you wish to
speak to a member of the office staff please hold on
If it is not possible to arrange a medical
appointment, including doctors, dentist or hospital
appointments, outside the school day, please send
a copy of your appointment by text or email
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This
is
necessary in order for the absence to be
authorised.
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the line and your call will be answered. If you are
informing us of a possible Covid contact, please
remember to inform us again when you receive the
result. And remember to arrange a test/tests for
anyone who is displaying any symptoms that may be
Covid related.
Second Hand Uniform
Our Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is
open for socially distanced collections.
You are able to purchase items of
second hand uniform from Suzanne
Lock, who is operating entirely Covid
friendly. She asks that you text her
your orders and she will then put the items in a box
outside her house for collection. Please message
Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary
Preloved Uniform Facebook page.
Open Days for Reception 2022 Intake
Please email: office@branfil.havering.sch.uk to book
a place on our open day sessions. You will hear about
Branfil from our pupils’ perspective and have a tour of
the school:

17th September 2021
William, Enzo, Sonny,
Teddy, Chloe, Jack, Betty,
Ananya, Daisy, Cara,
George, Mila, Liam, Nikita,
Daniel, Alissa Mae, Henley
and Dolcie.

24th September 2021
All of Ash class, all of Elm
class, all of Fir class, Jack,
Mckenzie, Freddie, Summer,
Francesca, Amy, Evie, Nonso,
Amelia-Rose, Alexia, Casey,
Kieron, Molly, Beatrice, Rhea,
Jahmai, Max and Josh.

9.15-10.15am and 1.45-2.45 pm on Monday 11th
October & Wednesday 20th October.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for
school meals, but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of
money if your child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be
used at the school suppliers. To apply is very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-school-meals.aspx#details

13.09.2021 – 17.09.21
The Attendance Cup was won jointly by
4 Birch and 6 Chestnut.
20.09.2021 – 24.09.2021
This winning class this week is 4 Rowan.
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Happy Birthday!
Jed, Olivia, Rishi, Maddison, Evie,
Aidan, Poppy, Elizabeth, Oliver,
Oleksandra, Casey, Olivia, Jenson,
Aisha, Katie, Bella, Loredana,
Rosie, Maksim, Liam and Danny.

Birthday Sweets & Treats
Due to health and safety reasons, we are no longer
able to distribute sweets or treats in school to
celebrate children’s birthdays. Please do not put your
child’s teacher in a difficult position by asking them to
do this.
Dates for your Diary
Wednesday, 29th September 2021

Yrs 5 & 6 Author Webinar

w/b 27th September 2021

Year 6 Cycle Confidence Levels 1 & 2

Thursday 30th September 2021

Harvest Festival

Tuesday 5th October 2021

School Photographs

Monday 11th October 2021

Branfil Open Day for new parents 2022-23

Monday, 18th October 2021

Flu Vaccinations

Wednesday 20th October 2021

Branfil Open Day for new parents 2022-23

25th October – 29th October 2021

Half Term

Wednesday 3rd November 2021

‘All About Your Child’ Meetings 3:30-6:00pm

Monday, 8th November 2021

Flu Vaccinations Catch Up

Monday 8th November 2021

‘All About Your Child’ Meetings 3:30-6:00pm

Friday 19th November 2021

INSET day

20th December 2021– 3rd January 2022

Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January 2022

INSET day

14th February – 18th February 2022

Half Term

4th April – 18th April 2022

Easter Holidays

Tuesday 19th April 2022

INSET day

Friday 22nd July 2022

INSET day
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