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Newsletter 23rd July 2021

Values Based Education

Dear parents and carers

Value of the month: Cooperation

We have come to the end of a turbulent, challenging
year where, despite the many challenges, our school
community has managed to thrive, rather than just
survive. That is testament to everyone involved with
Branfil: the fantastic staff team who always put our
pupils first; the great support that we have from our
parents and carers, which we so appreciate; our
engaged governors who are involved in the strategic
planning; and our amazing children who have
demonstrated resilience and optimism throughout
this year. Thank you to everyone.

As we begin to look forward to the further easing
of COVID restrictions this month, and the
increased possibilities for fun and adventure over
the summer holidays, it is important to reflect on
what an important role cooperation has played in
the successful running of our school during the
last 18 months. The cooperation that our
children, staff, parents and carers have shown in
difficult and ever-changing circumstances has
been a testament to what a fantastic community
Branfil is and one which we should all feel proud
to be a part of. Positive relationships are at the
heart of cooperation and as a school we always
look to strengthen the relationships between all
members of our community in order to make the
school the amazing environment our children
deserve. Let us take this opportunity in July,
therefore, to be thankful for the cooperation
shown by others and also explain the value of it
to our children.

Our Year 6 children are sadly all out of school for their
last day at Branfil, due to self-isolating. However, they
have many happy memories of their last week here: a
mini-golf experience on the field, a picnic and games
afternoon, their Leavers’ Party and a special Leavers’
assembly. We are sad to have not been able to include
parents and carers in these activities, and say
goodbye to those who are ending their association
with Branfil after many years. From everyone at
Branfil, we thank you and your child for everything
you have contributed to our school and wish you all
the very best for the future. We hope that you enjoy
the fabulous Leaver’s film, which everyone can
access, on the Year 6 page of our website.
We have also said goodbye to Mr Fielder, Mrs
Sylvester, Miss Tuck and Mrs Parveen today. Team
Branfil will miss them all; we wish them happiness and
success as they take their skills and knowledge to
other schools and benefit the children there.
Earlier today, I sent a letter out to those who will be
returning to Branfil in September. It includes the
timings and arrangements for drop off and pick up,
which have changed, and several reminders about key
information to help your preparations for next school
year. We look forward to seeing you all again on
Thursday 2nd September.
I wish you all a happy, healthy summer holiday.
Kind regards
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

‘The most powerful force ever known on this
planet is human cooperation.’
Jonathan Haidt
End of Year Pupil Awards
Well done to the following Year 6 children who were
awarded our special trophies for their fantastic
achievements at Branfil:
 Resilience Cup: Amelia(6 Chestnut)
 Sports Cup: Ewan(6 Chestnut)
 Music Cup: Poppy (6 Acacia)
 Branfil Values Cup: Sophie (6 Hornbeam)
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Travel is different: information for schools on foreign
travel during COVID-19

Cumulative House Points for Summer Term

As schools finish for the summer holidays, the DfE has
asked schools to remind parents of the following
foreign travel advice:

Tylers – 21 points

·
to understand the risks in a country, including
the latest COVID-19 restrictions (including for entry),
follow the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDO) Travel Advice.

Pages – 32 points
Belhus – 29 points

·
to prevent new COVID-19 variants from
entering the UK, you should not travel to red list
countries.
·
to check what they need to do to travel abroad
and return to England, or read travel guidance
for Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland.

Cely – 28 points

Congratulations to PAGES!!!
Sports Day

Lead Learners for Summer Term
Congratulations to:
KS1
Olivia Elm
Faye Ash
Lola Fir
Joshua 1P
Jenson 1W
Matias 1L
Henry 2H
Antonia 2B
Daisy 2C

KS2
Ernie 3H
Maksim 3O
Emily 3M
Daniel 4B
Aela 4R
Liam 4L
Sadie 5AS
Albie 5H
Szofia 5AL
Connor 6A
Isla 6H
Amelia 6C

Book Menus

At the end of the newsletter we have attached a
selection of 'book menus' that the children can
work their way through during the summer
holidays. Happy reading!

Well done to everyone who
took part in Sports Days to
compete to win their house
the trophy. All children
took part brilliantly and
even though there can only
be one winner, they all
worked hard as a team to achieve their best. The
results are as follows;

KS1:
Belhus: 4th place with 68 points
Pages: 3rd place with 74 points
Tylers: 2nd place with 78 points
Cely: 1st place with 89 points

KS2:
Cely: 4th place with 150 points
Tylers: 3rd place with 163 points
Pages: 2nd place with 177 points
Belhus: 1st place with 184 points
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Combined:
Cely: 4th place with 239 points
Tylers: 3rd place with 241 points
Pages: 2nd place with 251 points
Belhus: 1st place with 252 points (VERY CLOSE!!!)

Excellence in the Arts Award
Ms Hanson would like to
nominate Michael Preston in 2
Beech for his dance choreography
to The Greatest Show (from The
Greatest Showman) that he
performed for show and tell on
Tuesday. It was brilliant - well done
Michael.

Parental Donations
A huge “thank you” to those parents and carers who
are kindly making monthly or one off donations to our
school fund account.
The contributions from parents and carers have
helped us purchase over two hundred additional
books, including those in the photo below, from a
local bookshop.
The books have all been chosen to support children’s
mental health and positive self-image, their ability to
empathise with others, and their understanding of
diversity and difference. Every classroom has new
books ready for September to support two of our
school improvement priorities for 2021-22: to
promote reading for pleasure and to develop
awareness of cultural diversity.

Core Values Competition
The winner of the Core Values Competition is Quadell
in 5 Aspen.
Here is his wonderful poem on co-operation. A short
and snappy poem that has a lovely message. Be
brilliant and resilient, be free! Well done Quadell.

If you do not currently make a donation and would
like to, our bank details are as follows:
Acct name: Branfil school fund account
Sort code: 30.14.24
Account number 00976304
Thank you
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New website for parents to help their children catchup

The Department of Education has launched
an information site for parents, to support children of
all age ranges and abilities catch up on lost learning
from the pandemic. The site features advice and
support for parents of children with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND), as well as
programmes, resources and activities for children and
young people this summer.

Wild World Heroes – Summer Reading Challenge
2021
Wild World Heroes,
Summer
Reading
Challenge 2021
The Reading Agency and
libraries are excited to
introduce Wild World
Heroes,
Summer
Reading Challenge 2021; a celebration of nature and
action for the environment, in partnership with the
World Wildlife Fund UK.
During the summer holidays children aged 4-11 can
sign up at their local Havering library from 10th July,
then read any six library books of their choice to
collect special stickers and rewards along the way – all
for FREE. This year only two library visits are needed,
one to pick up a pack and a second to return a
completed Book Review sheet in order to receive a
medal and certificate. Parents and carers will be
discussing books and giving out stickers to their
children.
Visit https://www.havering.gov.uk/events/20039/lib
raries for our free Summer events.

Book Chat: Reading with your child
Book Chat is the informal interaction
that accompanies quality reading to
and with children, developing
children’s
language
and
comprehension and nurturing a love
of reading.
This link has a fantastic resource to support Book
Chat: https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/book-chatreading-with-your-child/ . It comprises three short
films and support materials to help parents, families
and carers read books conversationally and creatively
to children. Working with Macmillan Children’s Books,
the films use a selection of their picture books and a
poetry collection to support families with reading to
different ages of children. The films model relaxed
interactions through the use of open questions,
comments and prompts to initiate Book Chat and
enable parents and children to share the pleasure of
reading together.
Reading Selfie Competition
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Summer of Reading for KS2
It’s a summer reading challenge from The Week Junior
with some great prizes to be won.

during the summer break. It's simple, once a pupil
reads a book of their choice, either the school or their
parents can reward their effort with a digital badge
making reading fun!

https://theweekjunior.co.uk/summerofreading
Second Hand Uniform
Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is
open
for
socially
distanced
collections. You are able to purchase
items of second hand uniform.
Suzanne Lock is operating entirely
Covid friendly. She asks that you text her your orders
and she will then put the items in a box outside her
house for collection. Please message Suzanne on
07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary Preloved
Uniform Facebook page.
Free summer learning support
At Branfil we want our children
to enjoy a relaxing and fun
summer with their families and
friends, however we are also
aware that many of our parents
may want to continue to support their children with
their academic learning due to the impact of COVID in
the last year. If you would like your child to have
access to additional learning materials and online
lessons during the holidays, Oak National Academy
will be providing free summer learning support. Oak
National Academy is endorsed by the government
and is offering online lessons for key units in English,
Maths and Foundation subjects as well as resources
to support mental health and creativity. To find out
more please visit:
www.thenational.academy/summer-learningsupport

Juniper Summer Reading Adventure
The Juniper Summer
Reading Adventure
offers schools and
their families a set of
free digital reading
badges,
specially
designed
to
encourage wider reading and reading for pleasure

Year 2 pupils School Meals
Universal Infant Free school meals are only offered to
Reception and KS1 pupils.
Once your child goes into year 3 you will need to pay
for any school meals. SQuid activation codes will be
issued next week and you will need to create an
account and ensure funds are available to pay for your
child's meal.
If you think you may be eligible for free school meals
on the grounds of low income please to London
Borough of Havering apply by following this
link https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/f
ree-school-meals.aspx#details.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meal please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for
school meals, but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of
money if your child is entitled to free school meals.
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As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be
used at the school suppliers. To apply is very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
Fruit for KS1 – parents/carers to supply first week
back please
The free school fruit supplied to Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 children will not be delivered until week
beginning 6 September. Please supply your child with
a fruit/vegetable snack from home if required for our
first week back. Thank you.

23rd July 2021
All of Fir Class, all of Ash
Class, all of Elm Class, All of 1
Pine,
Joseph,
Arty,
Mohamed, Jorgie, all of 2
Holly, Toby, Aria, Claudia,
Reggie, Frankie, Maroua,
Noah, Helena, all of 5 Hawthorn, all of 6 Hornbeam,
all of 6 Acacia and all of 6 Chestnut.

School Holiday Meal Scheme

Happy Birthday!

Havering Council will continue to fund the School
Holiday Meal Scheme for those most in need during
the summer holidays. The scheme is a way of
providing funds to ensure that eligible families can
purchase food over the holidays to replace the meals
a child would have received during a school day.
From 9am on Monday 19 July 2021, eligible families
will be able to apply to receive £90 per child to
support with meals to cover the summer break.

Jessica, Remi, Betty, Brody,
Archie,
Charlie,
Lexi-Mai,
Helena, Eloise, Amrita, Daisy,
Rhys, Daisy, Kol, Amari, Alfred,
Lola, Maximilian, Florrie, Mila,
Frankie, Kosi, Tommy, Gus, Logan, Nia, Harry,
Courtney, Georgia, Alfie, Draya, Aydin, Olivia,
Francesca, Lennard, Harry, Phoebe, Teddy-Rae, Tilly,
Koray, Antonia, Charlie, Isla, Lois, Lawson, Charley,
Harris, Bonnie, George, Sophie, Rose, Jessica, Jack,
Dylan, Nonso, Miyah, Amaia, Skyla, Jahmai, Noah,
Alissa-Mae, Leo, Joshua, Johnny, Matilda, Aidan,
Molly, Phoebe, Austin, Serine, Regan, Ananya, Sophie,
Sadie, Hunter, Summer, Billy, Joshua, Noah, Amelia,
Gracie, Bella, Sienna, Johnathan, Ben, Lily, Joshua,
Freddy, Oliver, Amelia, Payton, Emily, Charley, Harry
and Zachary.

The application window closes TODAY at 5pm.
Families who received a payment through the School
Holiday Meal Scheme previously DO NOT need to
reapply and will automatically receive the funds into
their nominated bank account by Monday 26 July
2021. Eligible families making a new application for
the summer holidays, who have not received
payment via the School Holiday Meal Scheme in the
past, will receive payments by Thursday 29 July 2021.
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Thursday 2nd September 2021

Pupils in Years 1-6 return to school

Wednesday, 8 September 2021

Reception children starting half days

Wednesday, 15 September 2021

Reception children starting full time

INSET DAYS FOR 2021/2022
Wednesday 1 September 2021
Friday 19 November 2021
Tuesday 4 January 2022
Tuesday 19 April 2022
Friday 22 July 2022
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