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Newsletter 22nd July 2020

Values Based Education

Dear parents and carers,

Unity, put simply, means joining together as one.
So many may view this as a rather ironic value to
finish the school year with, given the current
situation in our society where we are discouraged
from joining together with others wherever
possible. However, though we are not able to
embrace our friends, family and loved ones in the
way we would like at this time, we are able to
stand united together, through promoting all of
our 22 school values. These values are a shared
understanding of what is important and what our
school community stands for, united as one.

We have come to the end of this unusual school year,
one that has certainly been memorable for everyone!
Staff members have so enjoyed seeing most of our
pupils return for their transition circle times and our
Year 6 Leavers’ picnics recently. Hopefully, all of the
children who will be returning in September feel
reassured to have been back on the premises, seeing
their friends again and meeting their new teacher(s).
I have recorded my end of year Celebration Assembly,
which includes many happy memories prior to
lockdown, plus my goodbye to our Year 6 children.
Please find time to watch this with your child to
support an ending to the year; it can be found on the
‘School Closure Home Learning’ tab in the ‘videos’
section. I have also written a letter for the children,
which will be emailed out today so please share this
with them too.
All that remains to be said are thank yous:









to the pupils for remaining positive and resilient,
embracing the opportunities that this year has
presented;
to parents/carers for your continued support and
understanding, plus the many positive messages
that have meant so much to the staff;
to the staff for always rising to a challenge and
continuing to do their best for our pupils no
matter what – you are a great team to work with;
to the governors for their strategic leadership and
ongoing support;
to the Friends of Branfil for their amazing
commitment
to
providing
additional
opportunities and resources for our school.

I wish you all a happy, relaxing summer holiday. See
you all back on Monday 7th September.
Kind regards
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

The 2019-20 academic year has been one which
we will undoubtedly all remember for many years
to come. As it reaches its close, let us be united in
our pride in what we have achieved as a school
this year in challenging circumstances, and united
in our desire to be even better next year.
Though we celebrate Unity this month, it will be
in September, perhaps more than ever, that we
will need to show this
value in order to help
and support each
other through the new
challenges to come.
‘Where there is unity
there is always victory.’
Publilius Syrus
Message to Year 6
What a year! It’s certainly not one we will forget in a
hurry! Not the end we would have hoped for but at
least we have found ways to say goodbye to you all.
You are 91 amazing individuals and we wish each of
you lots of good luck for the future. We will really
miss you but you will not be forgotten as we have lots
of lovely memories including the video montages. You
can view these on the school website in the video tab:
https://www.branfil.com/school-closure-homelearning/
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We wish you all a happy and safe summer holiday.
Our very best wishes as always,
Miss Bain, Miss Philpot and Mrs Cullender
😊

😊

😊

Class Connect
Class Connect is running a free online summer
programme to help support Havering children with
their learning. The sessions are run by Havering
teachers. You can find more information at
classconnectlocal.co.uk
Goodbye and good luck
This term we say goodbye and good luck to Ms
Olunowo, Mrs Long and Mr Hurdle who are all leaving
to start at new schools in September. We wish them
all the best for the future.
Friends of Branfil: Thank you and Goodbyes
You are no doubt aware of the fantastic work the
Friends of Branfil, our PTA, does for the school. They
organise a multitude of fabulous events and raise a
phenomenal amount of money for us as a school. All
this would not be possible without our hardworking
PTA helpers – thank you to you all.
Sadly, this year we have to say goodbye to two
parents, who have been key members of the Friends
of Branfil over many years, because their children are
moving on to secondary school:




Theresa Piper, who has been a member of the PTA
since her child was in Reception, and Treasurer
for the past 5 years;
Vicki Paris, who has been heavily involved for the
past 3 years and has been instrumental in
securing many grants for the PTA.

Thank you both for everything you have done for the
school; you will be missed by us all.

The Friends of Branfil will be back in full swing in the
new academic year and will obviously be looking for
new members to fill the vacant roles. They will
communicate more and invite people to the PTA AGM
in September.
Brass awards
Mr Haskew would like us to mention the Year 6 Brass
Players Achievement Awards which he has given
to 7 pupils in their final year at Branfil. He
commented that this had been an
excellent group with most of the children
learning brass since year 3.

Congratulations to the following pupils –
Joseph, Kieran, Bobby, David, Oliver, Harry and
Daniel.
Year 6 Achievement Cups
The Year 6 team did not feel that it was possible to
choose individual children to receive our music, arts
and outstanding acheivement cups in this current
situation. Instead, they have decided to put 'Classes
of 2020' on the resilience cup since all of the Year 6
children have been amazing in the way they have
dealt with this unusual end to their time in primary
school and leaving Branfil. Congratulations Year 6!
First day arrival
Year 1 staff will meet the children in their class at their
allocated gate at the start of their time slot. The
teacher will escort his/her class into school and the
teaching assistant will wait until the end of the time
slot to walk the rest of the class into school.
Year 2-6 children will be supported by staff on the
gates to enter the school; their teacher will be in the
classroom to greet them.
Change of classrooms
In order to meet the needs of some of our pupils who
have limited mobility, we are changing where some of
our year groups will be located from September:
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Year 2 will move from upstairs in the new
building to the current Year 3 corridor, in the
old building
Year 3 will move to the current Year 4
corridor, in the old building
Year 4 will move upstairs in the new building,
into the current Year 2 classrooms.

Reporting Attendance
From September parents/carers will be able to report
attendance by phone and by email on
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. You can use
this email to report any absence before 8.00am each
morning.
We would also encourage parents/carers to also use
this email address to inform us of any medical
appointment your child may have. Please ensure you
send evidence of the appointment (for example
photograph of a text or email copy of the letter) via
the email attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk. If
you have to collect your child early from school
and/or have a different adult (who is not on your
child’s pick up list already) please email
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk before 2.30pm.
ParentPay contact via the school
Parents/carers, please be
aware that if you change
your email address you
must change this on
Parentpay as well. We can
change our details on SIMS,
however, this will not update Parentpay so you need
to log in and change it yourself please.
Extra-curricular before and after school clubs
(Excluding Abacus)
All before and after school clubs (excluding breakfast
and afterschool club provided by Abacus) will be
temporarily suspended for the first half of the autumn
term. We will then review the situation and inform
parent/carers when these will be up and running
again.

School Fruit & Vegetables for KS1 children
The government school fruit and vegetable scheme
normally supplies a free snack for Reception, Y1 and
Y2 children. We have not been receiving these during
the pandemic and we are unsure whether the scheme
will resume immediately in September. As we are
unsure how events may develop, we are asking that if
you have a child in any of these year groups, you
supply them with one piece of fruit or vegetable per
day to eat during break time. Please keep this
separate from your
child’s packed lunch
box and name it
clearly. Your child
should take this in to
the classroom at the
start of the day.
Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed and you think you
may be eligible for Free School Meal please see the
link below to apply.
If your child is in R or KS1, you do not currently pay for
school meals, but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of
money if your child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be
used at the school suppliers. To apply is very simple:
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/freeschool-meals.aspx#details
Cool Milk Update on Supply of Milk for Children in
September
Due to the current pandemic,
we have made the decision
NOT to receive milk when we
start back in September. We
will review the situation at the
beginning of the term and
advise
parents/carers
accordingly.
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Coolmilk have informed us that parents/carers will
receive a credit for when we return to receiving milk,
however, if you would prefer a refund, please contact
Coolmilk direct and they will arrange to reimburse
you. Visit their website www.coolmilk.com or
telephone them on 0800 321 3248 for information
and details.
Maths for the Summer Holidays
There are some Maths games and activities on the
website for those of you who might like to do some
maths over the holidays.
There is a range of fun Maths Challenges for each year
group on the following website – just open the tab
‘Maths for the Summer Holidays’:
https://www.branfil.com/school-closure-homelearning/
Hope you enjoy them and I wish you all a safe and
happy summer holiday.
Miss Bain 
Miss Bain’s Maths Challenges
Have a go at these and then make similar ones for the
people in your house to try or email them to
year6@branfil.havering.sch for Miss Bain to
complete!

Branfil Summer Reading Bingo
In order to help your child to remain engaged with
reading over the summer, there is now a
differentiated reading bingo for children from Years 1
to 6 to complete, which can be accessed from the
school website. There is a range of activities to ensure
that children have fun whilst reading.
Newspaper
The summer term edition of our school newspaper is
now available on the website. It includes articles
about learning through lockdown and Year 6 pupils’
memories and thoughts about leaving Branfil. Enjoy!
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Happy Birthday!
Happy birthday to all our pupils
who have birthdays over the
school holidays. These include –

Saturday and Sunday 11am to 4pm. You can also
email: covid19support@havering.gov.uk.
Link: https://www.havering.gov.uk/covid19
Havering Volunteers

Mason, Jessica, Remi, Betty,
Charlie, Eloise, Rhys, Kol, Amari,
Ma, Frankie, Tommy, Gus, Logan, Harry, Georgia,
David, Draya, Pheobe, Tilly, Antonia, Charlie, Lawson,
Charley, Harris, Bonnie, Rose, Sophie, Jessica, Jack,
Dylan, Joshua, Johnny, Matilda, Molly, Kingsley,
Phoebe, Beau, Serine, Sophie, Lois, Hunter, Billy,
Noah, Amelia, Gracie, Bella, Sienna, Ben, Amrita,
Helena, Jackson, Daisy, Daisy, Daniel, Mila, Florrie,
Max, Nia, Harry, Zachary, Evie, Lennard, Francesca,
Olivia, Harry, Isla, Lois, George, Rose, Jahmai, Amaia,
Leo, Alissa-Mae, Noah, Austin, Aiden, Macie, Sadie,
Beth, Joshua.

If you need support during these uncertain times and
would like to talk to a friendly voice at the end of the
phone you can also contact Havering Volunteer
Centre on 01708 922214. To get involved and support
your community through volunteering please contact
volunteering@haveringvc.org.uk or call 01708
922214 and they will deal with the rest

Support for parents/carers over the summer holiday

https://familyserviceshub.havering.gov.uk/kb5/have
ring/directory/family.page?familychannel=8

On our school website, you will find resources such
as a mindfulness calendar and self-care kits with
ideas for activities for children to complete to
support their mental health during the summer
break.
Caleidoscope
Caleidoscope is a not for profit community
organisation supporting families with autistic
children. They offer individual support and training
for parents and professionals as well as inclusive
classes for children such as Art and Lego. During the
Summer, they will be leading free zoom sessions
aimed at children with social communication needs
such as Autism (Please see poster at the end of the
newsletter).
Havering coronavirus helpline
If you, or someone you know, have concerns around
care, urgent issues around health and wellbeing or
lack of access to supplies including food and medicine
please call the free to use helpline: 0800 368 5201
which is open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 6pm and

Havering Children’s Centres
Havering children’s centres are offering online
parenting offers to support during this time including
online activities, feeding and support groups for
parents and families.

Havering Parent Surgeries
Havering Parent Surgeries can offer specialist
parenting support and advice. If you are a parent or
carer, living in the London Borough of Havering, you
are eligible to access free one-to-one consultations
with an Accredited Parenting Practitioner offering
support and guidance around child behaviour. To find
out more or to make an appointment call: 01708 432
636 or e-mail parenting@havering.gov.uk
Add Up
A local support and action group, for Havering,
Barking & Dagenham and surrounding areas. Addup
was set up to bring families together, to guide parents
in the right direction to find the practical help they
need for their children and to promote both public
and professional awareness of ADHD.
 For Urgent Support: The Addup mobile will be
available Monday to Friday from 10am to 4pm –
07495573836
 Link: https://www.addup.co.uk/
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Positive Parents - Havering
 Support for individuals with a child or adult with
special needs - offering a range of activities and
information: 07858 406933 / 01708 524627
 Link: www.positiveparentshavering.org.uk
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