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Newsletter 21st October 2022

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

Dear parents and carers
Vision for 2021-2026
Thank you so much to everyone who was able to join one
of our OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) sessions this
week. We were delighted to welcome around 150 adults
to hear about how OPAL has transformed our lunch
times and then have the opportunity to play alongside
their child.
We received lots of positive feedback
from the attendees, who enjoyed
seeing their children so actively
engaged in play involving dressing up,
den building, creative activities,
scooters, music making, reading, role
play and much more.
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the third session, for
Years 3 & 6, due to the heavy rain yesterday. This has
been rearranged for Wednesday 2nd November, from 23pm. Sorry for any inconvenience caused.

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Our value this half term is love and at Branfil we focus
on loving ourselves, life and learning.

I hope you are all able to enjoy the outdoors over the
half term break.
Senior Leadership Team

Kind regards
Mrs Sansom
Headteacher

Staff Update

We wish Mrs Metcalfe all the very best as she starts
her maternity leave. Her baby is due in a few days.
Mr Beazeley is covering her maternity leave.
Huge congratulations to Mr and Mrs
Lemon on the birth of their baby
daughter, Haydin. Mrs Branston is
covering 5 Alder until Mrs Lemon
returns from her maternity leave.

Mrs Sansom

Mrs Gunthorpe

Headteacher

Deputy
Headteacher

Mr Beazeley
Assistant
Headteacher
and SENCo
(maternity cover)

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see
more about life at Branfil.
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Excellence in the Arts Award

Year 1/2 Football

Last week’s Excellence
in the Arts award went
to Lottie in Year 2.
Lottie
created
a
fantastic picture in her
computing lesson this
week. She had to use
the "shape" and "fill" tools as well as draw freehand
using the mouse. The finished product was a beautiful
sunset over the sea. Well done, Lottie.

14 children from years 1 and 2 attended a Football
Festival at Noak Hill on Wednesday. The two teams
played in 9 matches against 7 local schools. Year 1 won
3 games, drew 1 and lost 1 only conceding 2 goals. Year
2 won all their games with the highest score being 9-0
which made them the winners for their group. Mr
Spittle and Mrs Cole were impressed with the children's
behaviour and their sportsmanship, showing respect for
each other as well as the other teams.
Well done to; Reuben, Albie, Danny, Callum, Charlotte,
Fletcher and Patty from year 1. Bleu, Enzo, Jacob,
Thomas, Phoebe, Leonel and Erin from year 2.

Avtar in 1 Willow has won
the Excellence in the Arts
trophy this week for his
fantastic piece of work that
was inspired by Mo Farrah
for "Black
History
Month". The letters are
made from clay and they
have then been beautifully
painted. Well done, Avtar.

Year 5/6 Cross Country
Year 2 Parent/Carer Event – The Great Fire of London
Year 2 hosted their first parent event this week. An
afternoon filled with lots of fun, recreating Pudding
Lane. We had boxes, hay, glue, paint, lollipop sticks and
much more all being used to create fantastic examples
of Tudor houses. We cannot thank everyone enough for
donating resources to use and we had a brilliant turn out
of parents and carers who joined us for the afternoon.
The children loved it and we hope to do more events
soon. Thank you - The Year Two Team

10 year 5 and 6 children attended the cross country
event at Stubbers on Thursday. The boys and girls teams
raced 2km around the lake against over 200 other
children. Overall, the girls finished 8th and the boys
finished 4th. A few individuals to mention; Antonio
came 7th, Reuben came 4th and Mia came 1st. Along
with those 3, Emily was also selected to represent
Havering at the London Youth Games in November. All
children were brilliant, supported each other and did
their very best - all runners placed well on the leader
board.
Well done to Reuben, Antonio, Emily, Jack, Mia and
Charlotte from year 6. Billy S, Billy B, Freya and Darcy
from year 5.
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World Mental Health Day

Chicken and the Frog

Last Monday was world Mental Health Day and it was
lovely to see so many children dressed in yellow.
Assemblies were based around mental health
awareness, how we can support each other and who we
can talk to if we feel worried or upset. We raised £300
for the YoungMinds mental health charity. Thank you to
everyone who donated to such a worthy cause.

On Thursday 19th October, a selection of children from
years 2 to 6 were selected to visit the Chicken and Frog
bookshop.
Branfil has been fortunate enough to receive a grant of
£400 from the Siobhan Dowd Trust to spend on books
for our school library. The children were able to explore
and select a wide variety of books including graphic
novels, poetry books and picture books. We cannot
thank Natasha, from the Chicken and Frog, enough for
helping the children and letting them explore books
written by lots of wonderful authors.
Just before they left, the children had a story read to
them and shared reasons why they had picked
their books. What a wonderful way to increase the
selection of books we have in our library.

Times Tables Rock Stars - Important Information
TTRS have got in touch to let us know that some
children are playing on very out-of-date
versions of Times Tables Rock Stars. It's
important that they use the latest
versions of the app and website to
ensure they receive the most secure, feature-rich and
enjoyable experience of Times Tables Rock Stars. Some
of the versions are so far behind that they're missing out
on key updates.
Solution - If using the website at home, please ask
parents to visit play.ttrockstars.com/reset to load the
latest version in their device's browser. Otherwise ask
parents to update the Times Tables Rock Stars app from
the app store.

Parents/Carers with Dogs
Can we please remind parents/carers
with dogs who stand on the pavement
near the front gate to be mindful of
congestion as everybody is trying to
enter and leave the school gates.

On Line Safety
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Love Reading 4 Kids
A reminder that you
can become a member of
LoveReading4Kids
by
registering here:
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/register
Once registered, you can log into the site via Login in the
top right hand corner of the screen and go to My
Account. You can then search for Branfil Primary (use
the name or our postcode RM14 2LW) and start to
follow us. Once you have added our school, you will then
be following us. You will be able to access
our recommended reading lists from My Account any
time that you wish. Additionally, you can donate 25% of
any books that you buy from the website to Branfil at
the checkout
on
both
LoveReading
and
LoveReading4Kids.
Financial Help and Advice - LBH
The London Borough of Havering has
asked that we share details of the
website that parent/carers in Havering can access to find
out what support is available. Havering recognises that
as the cost of living continues to rise across the country,
our residents are going to be feeling the pinch this
winter. The Council have created a one-stop-shop for all
of the support that may be out there for residents this
winter and beyond, all in one handy place on
our website.
Financial help and advice | The London Borough Of
Havering The website contains links to the Havering
Helps assistance scheme, council tax support, debt
management services, energy grants, food banks and
community hubs, as well as online benefits calculators
so residents can be sure they’re receiving all the support
they are entitled to.
Water Bottles
Please remember to send a named water bottle
into school with your child each day. This
should be plastic, reusable, approximately
500ml capacity (so it will fit into our carry
crates) and clearly labelled with child's name
and class. Only plain water is allowed.

Anti Bullying Week
On Monday 14th November –
Friday 18th November we will
be celebrating Anti Bullying
Week. On Monday, 14th
November we will be asking
the children to wear odd socks.

Applying for Secondary Schools (Year 7)
A letter has been sent to all year 6 pupils informing you
of the transfer process of how to apply for secondary
schools. As a parent of a Year 6 pupil, you will need to
apply for a secondary school place between Thursday 01
September 2022 and Monday 31 October 2022. In order
to make sure that every parent is fully informed of the
admissions process, we invite you to go online at
www.havering.gov.uk/admissions/secondary to view
the secondary admissions information, including details
of key dates as well as details of when the secondary
school open evenings are.
Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Grapes
If you provide your child with grapes
in their packed lunch box, please
ensure that they are cut in half, long
ways. This prevents the risk of
children choking.
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Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

Nut Free School
Just a reminder that we are a nut
free school due to severe allergies
and therefore no nut products are
allowed.
Please remember to regularly top
up your sQuid account and keep it
in credit.

Attendance Information

Happy Birthday!
Kaiden, Ava, Zachary, Reggie,
Gabriele, Logan, Harry, Louie,
Madison, Matias, Penelope, Tilly,
Jack, Sylvia, Alexander, Isabella,
Mckenzie, Alfie, Ronnie, Emily,
Arnie, Rose, Isabelle, Frank, George,
Oliver, Ralphie, Poppy, Jessica,
George, Harley, Maigon, David,
Emmy and Henley.
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10.10.2022 – 14.10.2022

17.10.2022 – 21.10.2022

The Attendance Cup was won by 6 Hornbeam.

The Attendance Cup was won by 6 Hornbeam.

14th October 2022

21st October 2022

Ava - Fir
Louie - Ash
Harry - Elm
Ada - 1 Pine
Dulcie-Mae - 1 Lime
Valentina - 1 Willow
Laura - 2 Cedar
Max - 2 Beech
Freddie - 2 Holly
Maisy - 3 Hazel
David - 3 Oak
Isla - 3 Maple
Nonso - 4 Birch
Lucie - 4 Rowan
Matilda - 4 Larch
Rebekah - 5 Alder
Amaia - 5 Aspen
Bailey - 5 Hawthorn
Bella - 6 Hornbeam
Rhea - 6 Acacia
Phoebe - 6 Chestnut

Olivia - Fir
Jayan - Ash
Ivy - Elm
Reggie - 1 Pine
Summer - 1 Lime
River - 1 Willow
Riley - 2 Cedar
George - 2 Beech
Archie - 2 Holly
Jack - 3 Hazel
Ava - 3 Oak
David - 3 Maple
Gracie - 4 Birch
Jacob - 4 Rowan
Oliver - 4 Larch
Lukas - 5 Alder
Oliver - 5 Aspen
Sadie - 5 Hawthorn
Emilija - 6 Hornbeam
Reggie - 6 Acacia
Hunter - 6 Chestnut
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Star Writers for Autumn Term 1
Callum - 1 Pine
Poppy - 1 Lime
Juanita - 1 Willow
Isla - 2 Cedar
Leonel - 2 Beech
Lottie - 2 Holly
George - 3 Hazel
Emily - 3 Oak
Willow - 3 Maple
Michael - 4 Birch
Minnie- 4 Rowan
Lily-May - 4 Larch
Benjamin - 5 Alder
Ruby - 5 Aspen
Bailey - 5 Hawthorn
Nikita - 6 Hornbeam
Isabella - 6 Acacia
Izabella - 6 Chestnut

INSET DAYS 2023-24
Monday 4th September
Tuesday 5th September
Friday 1st December
Monday 8th January
Monday 15th April
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
th

th

Monday, 24 – Friday, 28 October 2022

HALF TERM

Monday, 31st October 2022

Deadline for applying for Secondary Schools (year 6 pupils only)

Wednesday, 2nd November 2022

Reception – Indian Dance Workshop

Wednesday, 2nd November 2022

2-3pm OPAL parents invite to meeting – years 3-6

Thursday, 3rd November 2022

Year 4 Anglo Saxon Workshop

Thursday, 3rd November 2022

Year 6 Boys and Girls Football Leagues

Thursday, 3rd November 2022

PTA – UV Discos

Monday, 7th November 2022

Flu Vaccinations

Monday, 7th November 2022

Reception – Virtual Author Visit

(rearranged from 20/10/2022)

th

Thursday, 10 November 2022

9:15-10:15am School tour for new parents

Thursday, 10th November 2022

Year 6 Netball League

Monday, 14th November 2022

Odd Sock Day – Anti-Bullying

Monday, 14th - Friday, 18th November 2022

Anti Bullying Week

Monday, 14th November 2022

3 Maple and 3 Oak visit to Upminster Library

Friday, 18th November 2022

Year 6 visit to RAF Heritage Museum in Hornchurch (class tbc)

st

Monday, 21 November 2022

Year 6 visit to RAF Heritage Museum in Hornchurch (class tbc)

Thursday 24th November 2022

Year 6 visit to RAF Heritage Museum in Hornchurch (class tbc)

Thursday, 24th November 2022

3 Hazel visit to Upminster Library

Wednesday, 30th November 2022

Year 3 visit to Thornton Park for a Caveman Day

Saturday, 10th December 2022

PTA - Christmas Bazaar

Thursday, 15th December 2022

PTA – Children’s Christmas Fair

Wednesday, 21st December 2022 –
Wednesday, 4th January 2023
Thursday, 5th & Friday, 6th January 2023

CHRISTMAS BREAK

Thursday, 19th January 2022

Young Voices

Thursday, 2nd February 2022

Year 1 visit to Valence House Museum

Monday, 13th – Friday, 17th February 2023

HALF TERM

Monday, 3rd – Friday, 14th April 2023

EASTER BREAK

Monday, 17th April 2023

INSET DAY

th

nd

INSET days

Monday, 29 May – Friday, 2 June 2023

HALF TERM

Friday, 21st July 2023

Children break up for the summer holiday
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Useful advice and resources around staying safe over Diwali, Halloween and Bonfire Night

With Diwali, Halloween and Bonfire Night all quickly approaching this is one of the most exciting times of the year for
children. But it can also be one of the most dangerous.
Did you know that sparklers burn 16 times hotter than a kettle? Or that powerful rockets unsuited to family back
gardens are on sale to parents online?
The child Agency Prevention Trust would like us to help families keep safety in mind by reading and sharing their safety
advice. Including:


Scare safely this Halloween



Fireworks buying guide



Top tips for safe fireworks at home



Lessons for little ones



What to do in an emergency
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