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Newsletter 1st July 2022

Vision for 2021-2026

Dear parents and carers

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

What a busy week it has been on school!






Reception visited Barleylands Farm;
Year 1 walked to St. Laurence Church;
Year 2 went to Upminster Windmill;
Year 5 had their science trail with parents and
carers;
Year 6 attended the annual Havering Junior
Citizen event.

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

There are also rehearsals underway for the Reception,
Year 4 and Year 6 parent/carer events, plus preparations
for the Year 3 & 4 trips that are coming up soon.
What a contrast to this time last year when these
important elements of school life were unable to
happen, due to the pandemic. We are certainly making
the most of being able to get out and about once again,
and involve our community in school life.
Our value this term is NURTURE.
Thank you for your support, which makes these events
possible.
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

CLASS ALLOCATION 2022-2023
The children have been informed today of
which class they will be going into in
September
and
who
their
new
teacher/teachers will be. Please find the class
allocation directly after the dates for your
diary.

Lucky Bucket!
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Lucky
Bucket event. We raised a fantastic £546.60. Our lucky
winner, Mason, received £273.30 and the curriculum
committee will be deciding what to spend the remaining
£273.30 on.

In our learning community we develop children’s
understanding of mental, spiritual and physical health,
including strategies to employ when facing challenges
in these areas.
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Joyful June sponsorship
Thank you to everyone
who has already sent in
their sponsorship money.
You can now donate
money via schoolcomms.
The wellbeing committee
would really like to purchase a friendship bench for the
playground, so any donation would be greatly received.
Thank you. Mrs White

Year 1 Trip to St Laurence Church
Year 1 visited St Laurence
church this week. We learnt all
about the history of the church,
explored inside and asked lots
of interesting questions. We
found out so much information
and Year 1 demonstrated great
behaviour!

Excellence in the Arts Award
Excellence in the Arts
last week went to
Dylan in 2 Cedar.
Delicate, purposeful
and
vibrant: Dylan
worked carefully to
create an impressive
relief
print,
showcasing a myriad
of leaves. Not only has Dylan shown a great appreciation
for the natural world around him, but he demonstrates
an aspirational inquisitiveness too. Dylan is now intent
on labelling each and every leaf; a challenge that we are
sure he'll rise to. Well done Dylan!
Excellence in the Arts this week goes to Rosie in 2 Holly.
Rosie explored a wild world of textures in her relief print.
With a keen eye for detail, she teamed her composition
with delicately printed foliage and hand-drawn little
critters. Rosie, experimenting with colour and layering,
has created an artwork which would feel at home in Kew
Gardens. Most importantly, Rosie has reminded us to
take a second to admire the natural world around us.
Keep on creating!

Year 2 trip to Upminster Windmill
What a lovely trip to Upminster Windmill - the children
were incredibly well behaved and they thoroughly
enjoyed it. We learnt a lot about how the windmill
functions and even had the chance to dress up! It was
fantastic. Well done Year 2!
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Year 5 Science Trail

Summer Reading Challenge

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us on
our science trail this week. The Year 5 classes thoroughly
enjoyed this active way of putting their science
knowledge to the text! Hopefully everyone left with
some interesting facts!

Summer Reading Challenge 2022 – Gadgeteers

Children aged 4-11 can join up for the challenge from
9th July in all Havering Libraries.
They collect stickers, prizes, medals and certificates as
they read 6 library books during the summer holidays.
The challenge finishes on 10th September. It’s free to
take part.

National Book Tokens
Year 6 trip to the Junior Citizenship Event
Year 6 had a great time at the Junior Citizen Event and
learnt about: personal safety, public transport, road
safety, littering, online safety, knife crime, cyber-bullying
and substance abuse.

Please find attached details at the
back of the newsletter about how
you can win book tokens and nominate your school to
win £1000 to help us rebuild our library. Please follow
this link:
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_so
urce=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rebuildthelibrary&utm_campaign=20220607_schools&fbclid=IwA
R0Jd7QDfO5nmIvvYbkp9Id0LAsooYusTQQRQBDr8zhGb
nfTKtWs4LwPZYc

Whole School Book Look: Years 1-6

Lightweight Coat, Sun Hats and Sun cream
We would also like to remind parents and
carers to ensure your child comes to
school with a lightweight coat even on
sunny days, for unscheduled downpours.
Please also ensure your child comes to
school with sunscreen applied before school in the
morning and brings a named sunhat too.

There will be a whole school Book Look on Tuesday 5th
July, after school until 4pm. Parents and carers of
children in Years 1-6 will be able to look at their child’s
work, with their child, and see their classroom. Please
collect your child as normal that day then head through
the gate to the right just before the main gate – our
Branfil Ambassadors will direct you into the school
through the external door to the main hall from 3.10pm.
Please note: Reception will not be taking part in the
school Book Look as they are having face to face focus
meetings this term with all families.
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Library Volunteers

OPAL sandpits

We are now starting to actively plan to
relocate our school library in a much
larger room in the centre of the school.
As part of the refurbishment, we have
purchased a software system called
Libresoft which will allow us to
catalogue all of our library books so children can scan
them in and out, search for specific titles/authors and
reserve books. We are looking for volunteers for this
term who can help us to catalogue the books. This is a
manual job where the ISBN code for each book is
scanned then a sticky bar code is put in the back cover of
the book and scanned in order to link the book to its
details. If you are able to offer some time to help us with
this task, you will need to hold a current DBS check,
which the school can organise for you. Please contact
the school office if you can offer some of your time.

We would love to make two large sandpits for the
children to enjoy playing in during lunch times.

Forest School volunteers
This year we have had great success
with continuing to develop our Forest
School programme and we are very
grateful to the volunteers from our
school community who have been vital in enabling to do
so. We are currently looking for some further members
of the school community to help support us with Forest
School sessions for four weeks in June - July on Tuesday
mornings and Wednesday mornings and afternoons.
Volunteers can be parents, grandparents, aunts or
uncles and all volunteers need to have a current DBS
check, which can be arranged by the school if needed. If
you would like to express your interest in volunteering
with us for Forest School, please email Mrs Ferguson on
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
Water Bottles
Please remember to send a named water
bottle into school with your child each day.
This
should
be
plastic,
reusable,
approximately 500ml capacity (so it will fit
into our carry crates) and clearly labelled with
child's name and class. Only plain water is
allowed.

Can you help us please? We need sleepers, porous
membrane, sand and fine netting to cover it. We are
hoping that we can acquire these items through contacts
that our parents/carers may have.
Please contact the office if you can offer support.
Thank you in advance.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:

20.06.2022 -24.06.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 3 Oak.

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered.

27.06.2022 – 01.07.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 4 Birch.

Happy Birthday!
Charlie, Toby, Heath, Dylan, Tommy, Lucy, Luca, Andrei,
Hunter, Isabel, Remi, Violet, Tiana, Fredrick, Tiegan,

Dominic, Aidan, Ema, Archie, Danny, Ruby, Kayleigh,
Caleb, Darcy, Isabella and Sian.

24th June 2022

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to
see life at Branfil.

Jaxson, Joshua, Charlotte, Jayden,
Olivia, Grace, Emily, Willow, Toby,
Henry, Sunny, Henry, Bailey,
Claudia, Freya, Reuben, Luca,
Austin, Issa, Amie and Finley.
1st July 2022
All of Fir, Ash and Elm classes for
their wonderful behaviour at
Barleylands, Essie, Donkarlas,
Seraphina, Rishi, Alfie, Myla,
Isobelle, Antonia, Eva, Freddie, Henry, Archie, Dylan,
Benjamin, Harriet, Ruby, George and Georgi.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
th

Monday, 4 July 2022 (change of date)

Year 4 Parent Event – Dance and DT 1:35 – 3:00pm

Tuesday, 5th July 2022

Ash Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

th

Tuesday, 5 July 2022

Whole School Book Look – after school until 4pm

Wednesday, 6th July 2022

Fir Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

Wednesday, 7th July 2022

2 Cedar trip to Upminster Windmill

Thursday, 7th July 2022

Elm Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

Friday, 8th July 2022
Monday, 11th July 2022

New Intake Child Stay and Play 2-3pm
New Intake Parent/Carer Meeting 2-3pm
Year 4 – Brazilian Samba Drumming

Tuesday 14th July 2022

Year 4 trip to Rainham Marshes

Tuesday, 12th July 2022

6 Acacia Production 1:45-2:45pm

Wednesday, 13th July 2022

6 Chestnut Production 1:45-2:45pm

Thursday, 14th July 2022

6 Hornbeam Production 1:45 – 2:45pm

Monday, 18th July 2022

Lead Learner Assemblies

Tuesday, 19th July 2022

Year 6 Mini-market

th

Tuesday, 19 July 2022

Year 6 Leaver’s Disco at Branfil 6:00 – 7:30pm

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day

Monday, 5th September 2022

Children return to school

Year 6 Important Dates for your diary!
Tuesday, 12th July 2022
Wednesday, 13th July 2022
Thursday, 14th July 2022
Tuesday, 19th July 2022
Friday, 22nd July 2022

6 Acacia Production 1:45 – 2:45pm
6 Chestnut Production 1:45 – 2:45 pm
6 Hornbeam Production 1:45 – 2:45pm
Leavers’ Disco at Branfil 6:00 – 7:30pm
INSET DAY
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WIN £1,000/€1,000 to help your school rebuild their library – plus a £100/€120 National Book Token for
yourself!

Schools everywhere are doing their best to help children catch up with the months of learning lost during the
pandemic, and yet reading for pleasure – which has been shown time and time again to be the single biggest
indicator of a child’s future success – is falling off the agenda. A study by our friends Read for Good – a charity
which raises money for books for schools and children in hospital by getting children reading for fun – found
that 81% of schools didn’t have a separate budget for reading for pleasure, while almost three quarters of
schools reported decimated library stocks due to unreturned books during lockdown or library resources being
diverted elsewhere.
It's time to get serious about reading for pleasure, and start rebuilding our schools’ libraries. We’re giving five
schools £1,000/€1,000 of National Book Tokens each, plus membership to the School Library Association,
to help them rebuild their range of books and encourage reading for pleasure now and for generations to come.
Nominate your school using the form below, and if yours is one of the five winning entries, you’ll also win a
£100/€120 National Book Token for yourself!

Winners will be drawn at random after Friday 29th July and announced in September 2022.
Enter now:
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rebuildthelibrary&utm_campaign=20220607_schools&fbclid=IwAR0Jd7QDfO5nmIvvYbkp9Id0LAsooYusTQQRQBDr
8zhGbnfTKtWs4LwPZYc

