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Newsletter 18th November 2021
Dear parents and carers
Whilst many aspects of school life are now similar to
how they were pre-pandemic, we still follow a
rigorous risk assessment to continue to keep our
whole school community as safe as possible whilst
COVID-19 is still a serious concern in England. As a
Local Authority maintained school, we follow the
guidance of the Havering Health & Safety team and
Public Health team. Each school has to assess the risks
that are individual to their personal circumstances,
and each Governing Body has to decide on the level
of risk that is felt to be acceptable. This means that
different schools will take different decisions and
approaches. Please be reassured that the governors
and I will continue to ensure that our pupils have the
best possible opportunities and experiences in school,
whilst aiming towards all of our families being able to
enjoy a healthy, happy Christmas with their loved
ones this year. Whilst this may limit some of our usual
Christmas activities, we will still celebrate in style with
the children!
Kind regards

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
Vision for 2021-2026
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school
values and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when
needed.

Our value this half term is EXPLORE. In our learning
community, we are curious, we ask questions and
we learn from our mistakes.

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

One Kind Word

Children in Need

As part of Anti-bullying Week, our Branfil
Ambassadors have decorated the black board in the
playground with kind words to reflect the theme ‘one
kind word’. Each class chose one word which was
then added to the display.

Many of our children chose to follow
the Pudsey/yellow theme today for our
Children in Need non-uniform day.
Thank you for your kind donations. Our total raised
so far is £442.28.

REMINDER – INSET DAY
TOMORROW
CHILDREN MUST NOT COME TO
SCHOOL
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Anti Bullying Week

Year 5 and 6 Netball Tournament

On
Monday
we
celebrated
Anti
Bullying Week by
wearing odd socks.

On Tuesday, Eadi, Henry, Tianna, Molly, Roxie, Rosie,
Layla, Hooria, George and Jayda went to Noak Hill
Sports Centre to take part in a netball tournament
against other Havering schools. The children came
together as a team and drastically improved their
performance
over
the
course
of
the
afternoon. Unfortunately, we didn't come home with
a win, but they all gave it everything they had, made
progress and had fun doing so. Watch this space as
this team could be our netball stars of the future!

As a parent or carer, you are a vital piece of the puzzle
in tackling bullying. You have a unique role to play in
guiding and supporting your child through their
school years and there are lots of positive steps you
can take to help keep your child safe from bullying and
harm. The anti-bullying alliance have a tool for
parents/carers which provides guidance on how to
explore
this
topic
at
home. https://antibullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/parentsand-carers
Kidscape offer friendly, impartial, non-judgemental
information, advice and support to parents, carers,
family members or professionals who are concerned
about a child - either because they are being bullied,
or because they may be involved in bullying others.
Bullying can happen anywhere - inside and outside of
school, in the community, in the home, and
online. You can contact the Kidscape Parent Advice
Line (Call: 020 7823 5430, WhatsApp: 07496
682785, Email: parentsupport@kidscape.org.uk).
At Branfil, we want our pupils to learn in a supportive,
caring and safe environment, without fear of being
bullied. Bullying is anti-social behaviour and affects
everyone; it is unacceptable and will not be tolerated
at Branfil. You can find out more about our AntBullying Policy on our website. We would encourage
members of our school community to let a member of
staff know if they are worried about a child
experiencing bullying behaviours.
Dogs - reminder
No dogs are allowed on the
school site.
Please do not leave your dog
unattended while you collect
your child from school - some children are frightened
of dogs and it can cause distress for them. Also, while
your dog is left unattended, children may approach
and you are responsible for how your dog reacts.

Virtual Author Visit
Last week, we had a virtual visit from the amazing
Jacqueline Wilson, focused on ‘The Primrose Railway
Children’. This week, Year 6 have enjoyed writing a
Missing Person File linked to chapter 1.
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Excellence in the Arts Award
Last week, our Excellence in the Arts
award went to Ernest in 2 Cedar.
Inspired by his history topic, Ernest
constructed the most amazing
medieval house complete with a
thatched roof! Ernest has truly shown
our value of explore as he delves head
first into the Great Fire of London.

Excellence in the Arts this
week goes to Layla in 5
Hawthorn. Stand back in
awe because Layla has
created
a
magnificent
erupting
volcanic
mountain! Not only is the
construction and execution
of her mountain incredibly artistic, she has even
included labels too. Miss Ansell was blown away
by how creatively Layla chose to explore her learning.
Well done Layla, what a wonderful champion of our
values!

Core Values Art Competition
Inspired by Yung Jake, create a piece of art using some
unusual materials. Whether you construct a sculpture
out of clothes, sticks, rubbish or make a masterpiece
out of your pet’s loose hair, get creating! Deadline
extended to 30th November.

Questions for Chrissie!
Chrissie Sains, our Patron
of Reading, answered her
first question from our
children at Branfil today.
How do you think of the
ideas for your stories?
Chrissie told us that she uses a variety of 'what if'
scenario cards to inspire her writing. For example,
'what if the school was surrounded by a pool of
sharks?!' The children have had the opportunity to
share their own 'what ifs' with each other and some
of the examples have been very funny
and interesting!
Children can pop their questions in the designated
box in the library for Chrissie to answer.

Donations of books
On Friday 17th December, we will
be hosting a book sale in school
for the KS2 children.
Due to the generous amount of
money that has been raised
recently through fundraising
events, and donations from
parents/carers, we were able to
buy a significant number of new
books for our library and classrooms; our children are
thoroughly enjoying these. Therefore, we will be
selling the older, duplicated books that we no longer
have the space for.
If you have any books that you would like to donate
towards our book sale, then please hand them in to
the office. Any donations would be appreciated.

Staff Vacancy
We have a vacancy for a cleaner, 2 hours per day
3.15pm - 5.15pm, 39 weeks per year. Please see
advert on the Havering website: https://atshaveringschools.jgp.co.uk/vacancies/173102?type=l
ist
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One-way system

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases

Please follow our one-way system when
collecting your child at the end of the
day. This ensures that we can get over
600 children safely off the premises with
the right adult.

Under the new government guidance, if your child
tests positive for COVID-19 then they must remain off
school and follow instructions from Track & Trace.
Please inform the school in the usual way, either by
email or ringing the office. Please also email:
covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk.

School start time

Parents of children aged three or four years old

A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school.

Are you a parent of a child aged three or four? If so,
your child is due to start at an infant or primary school
in September 2022 and you should apply now for your
child’s place. If you live in Havering, you can apply
online.

Absent from School
If it is not possible to arrange a medical
appointment, including doctors, dentist or
hospital appointments, outside the school
day, please send a copy of your appointment
by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

If you live outside of the borough you should apply to
the local authority you pay your Council Tax to. If your
child attends a school nursery then please remember
that you must still apply online for a place in the
Reception year.

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary for
daily updates about school life,
competitions, information etc.

Contact with teachers
Please remember to contact the school when your
child is absent.
You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you
wish to leave a message. Please leave your child’s
name, class and reason for absence. Please do not
just say your child is unwell as we need to record a
reason. If you wish to speak to a member of the office
staff, please hold on the line and your call will be
answered. If you are informing us of a possible
COVID-19 case, please remember to inform us again
when you receive the PCR test result. Remember to
arrange a test/tests for anyone who is displaying any
symptoms that may be COVID-19 related.

A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact
their child’s class teacher by using the following
emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk
Your email will be answered within the teacher’s
working hours only.
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Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for
school meals, but the school would still be able to get
funding if you apply for free school meals. If your child
is in KS2, you would save a significant amount of
money if your child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be
used at the school suppliers. To apply is very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-school-meals.aspx#details

08.11.2021 – 12.11.2021
The Attendance Cup was won by
Reception Elm class.

15.11.2021 – 18.11.2021
The Attendance Cup was won by 4
Rowan.

Happy Birthday!

12th November 2021
Ariana, Lacey, Kataleja,
Isabel, Meliha, Max, Chloe,
Evie, Stefan, Albie, Reid,
Freddy, Sienna, Henry,
Lukas, Moroua, Ruby, LexieMae, Callum, Charlie and
Roxie.
18th November 2021

Callum, Nicholas, Valentina,
all of 1 Pine, Emily, Penny,
Mehar, Charley, Chiemeke,
Matilda S, Matilda P, Rajan,
Ava, Bethany, Lennard,
Phoebe, Aela, Henry, Max,
Lexi and Georgie.

Osayande, Scarlett, Charlotte,
Riley, Esme, Mehr, Leila, Bella,
Amber, Kyla, Daisy, Jayden,
Samuel, Leonel, Layla, Edward,
Gregory, Eliza, Fraser, Roxie,
Jasmine, Emilia, George, Ernie and
Miley.

Birthday Sweets & Treats
Due to health and safety reasons, we are no longer
able to distribute sweets or treats in school to
celebrate children’s birthdays. Please do not put your
child’s teacher in a difficult position by asking them to
do this.
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Dates for your Diary

Friday, 19th November 2021

INSET day

Thursday, 2nd December 2021
Friday, 3rd December 2021

Badminton Racquet Pack Festival – Hornchurch
Sports Centre
Children’s Christmas Bazaar

Tuesday 7th December 2021

Art Councillors – Christmas Tree Festival

Tuesday, 7th December 2021

PTA Movie Night for years 1 and 2

Thursday, 9th December 2021

PTA Movie Night for years 3 and 4

Tuesday, 14th December 2021

KS2 Book Sale

Tuesday, 14th December 2021

PTA Movie Night for years 5 and 6

Thursday, 16th December 2021

School Xmas Lunch

Monday, 20th December 2021–Monday, 3rd January 2022

Christmas Holidays

Tuesday, 4th January 2022

INSET day

Monday, 14th February – Friday, 18th February 2022

Half Term

Monday, 4th April – Monday, -18th April 2022

Easter Holidays

Tuesday, 19th April 2022

INSET day

Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022

Year 6 SATs

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022
Friday, 27th May

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity
Centre
INSET day

Thursday, 21st July 2022

School finishes usual time

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day
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