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Newsletter 18th March 2022
Vision for 2021-2026
Dear parents and carers
EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
This week has been incredibly busy as we not only
celebrated science week but also the launch of Branfil's
very own walking map. The walking map has been
created by Mrs Lemon and the Year 5 Junior Travel
Ambassadors in collaboration with Havering Council and
their partners. The launch on Wednesday, which
included prizes for our competition winners, was a great
success and we hope it can encourage our community to
consider more active travel when possible.

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Look out for the fantastic banners, created by some of
our pupils, displayed outside the school and grab a
leaflet from the school office if you didn't get the
chance!
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

Our value this term is RESPECT.
In our learning community we respect ourselves, each
other and the environment.

Ukraine School Appeal

Red Nose Day
Thank you for helping us to support
Comic Relief today. We have raised
an astounding £384.55.

On Wednesday, in partnership with the
Disasters Emergency Committee and
First News, we held a DAY FOR
UKRAINE. The children came to school wearing blue
and yellow and kindly donated £1 to the appeal. An
amazing £256.80 was raised and will be forwarded to
the appeal. We know that some of you generously
donated directly to the appeal. You can find out more
and make your donation here: Everything you need to
know about what's happening in Ukraine - First News
Education
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Year 1 Library Visits

Year 4 Upminster Baptist Church Visist

1 Lime enjoyed their trip to the library. They were
fascinated with all the different types of books you can
borrow from the library. All the children were excited to
pick a book to bring back to school to share with their
friends. I know 1 Pine and 1 Willow cannot wait to go on
their library visit soon.

Year 4 had a lovely walk to Upminster Baptist Church on
Monday and enjoyed learning about some Christian
beliefs. They were warmly welcomed by the members
of the church and
thoroughly enjoyed
their
visit.
They
particularly
enjoyed being allowed
to stand in the Baptisty
and role play a
Baptism.

Year 6 Workshop on ‘Making Choices’
On the 14th March, Year 6 took part in a drama and music
workshop called ‘Making Choices’.
Year 2 Ducklings
Here are our reviews:
Our adorable ducklings
from Year 2 have gone to
their new home on the
farm. They have settled
well and have already
been visited by some of
the ducks that we had
previously.

6H - ‘The workshop was factual, helpful and serious
messages were taught in a fun way. We LOVED the
dances too!’
6C - ‘The fun workshop was inspirational and taught us
about making good choices. We found it interesting and
particularly enjoyed the silly dances!’
6A - ‘The workshop was fun, we didn’t always realise we
were learning about such serious issues. It was creative
and we loved doing the sign language and dancing!’
Thank you to Lesley for running the session and to the
Havering Rotary Club for partially sponsoring this event.

Upminster Library Trip - Year 6
Year 6 visited Upminster library on
Tuesday 15th March. They enjoyed
looking at the variety of different books
and sharing their recommendations with each other. We
even had sunshine for our walk there and back! Thank
you to the parents/carers who helped us on this trip.
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Excellence in the Arts Award

Match funding and supporting grant applications

Excellence in the Arts last week went to Cooper in 1 Pine.
Embracing and showing appreciation for the Japanese
art form of Manga, Cooper has created a stylised
illustration of Sonic the Hedgehog. Cooper has used
his understanding of line, colour and composition (how
cleverly you use space in an artwork) to create a graphic
design that we can all feast our eyes upon! Although
only in year 1, Cooper is already proving that we can
expect big things from our little artists at Branfil.

We are always looking for ways to access
additional funding to support our school
budget. Are you able to help us please?







Do you work for a bank or another organisation that
offers match funding?
Do you work for a supermarket that makes
donations to organisations through voting with
tokens?
Do you work for Fords and would be willing to
support a grant application to upgrade our school
library?
Can you help us to access any other funding?

If you answer yes to any of these questions, please
contact the school office with more details.
Thanks in advance for your support.

Mr Starkey is a new dad!
Excellence in the Arts this week goes to Ada-Rose in Fir
for her crafted bird. Stepping out of her comfort zone,
Ada-Rose dared to delve into the wild world of crafting.
Taking everyday materials and some bright feathers,
she created an exotic treat that was admired by all of
reception. With ideas as bright as her bird's feathers,
who knows what Ada-Rose will create next. One thing is
for sure, any more tropical animal creations and David
Attenborough will be knocking at our door!

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs
Starkey on the birth of their baby
daughter, Sophie.

Mother’s Day Sale – Friday, 25th March 2022
Please see the leaflet near the
end of the newsletter. There will
be a range of gifts available for
your child to purchase for family
and friends during school hours.
All gifts will be priced at £1.75.

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.
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Contact with teachers

School start time

A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:

A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school. We do need to close these promptly so staff can
get to meetings, assemblies and classrooms.

ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered. Remember
to arrange a test/tests for anyone who is displaying any
symptoms that may be COVID-19 related.

Please do not enter the back gate at 8.50am and expect
it to still be open for you to go out that way.
Milk at School
Please be aware that, from January, we reinstated the
offer of school milk as a part of the school food plan.
Milk will be available in the dinner hall at lunchtime for
any pupil who requests it.
COVID-19 Management
Following recent changes to the national approach to
managing COVID-19, the guidance for schools remains
the same:



Children who have symptoms are required to selfisolate and get a PCR test
Children are still required to isolate for 10 days, if
they have symptoms or test positive, unless they
have negative tests on 2 consecutive days (24 hours
apart) from day 5 onwards.

As a maintained school we are still required to work
within the Havering Local Authority’s risk assessment,
with a focus on ventilation, rigorous cleaning and good
hand hygiene.

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases
Under government guidance, if your child tests positive
for COVID-19 then they must remain off school for 10
days or until they have two consecutive negative LFD
tests, from day 5 onwards.
Please inform the school in the usual way, either by
emailing
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
or
telephoning the school on 01708 225186 and pressing
option 1 if you wish to leave a message. Please also
email: covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
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Remote Learning

Happy Birthday!

If your child tests positive for Covid and they are unwell,
there are no expectations for them to engage in any
schoolwork. However, if your child does feel well
enough to engage in remote learning, then please email
your child’s teacher, via your year group email.

Lydon, Maisie, Kieron, Millie,
Izabella, Sunny, Eva, Max, Lexie,
Daniel, Ameilia, Jake, Nicole, Keelan,
Muhammad, Benjamin, Beatrice,
George, Dulcie-Mae, Darcy, Tami,
Maddison, George, Soraia and Ruhi.

Your email will be answered within the teacher’s
working hours only.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

07.03.2022 – 11.03.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 1 Willow.
14.03.2022 – 18.03.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 3 Maple.

11th March 2022
Ada, Mehr, Maddison, Grace,
Donkarlas, Sonny, Alexander,
Jesse, George, Frank, Zachary,
Eva, Toby, Billy, David, Tommy,
Lilah, Daisy, Lewis, Aurora and
Fedor.

18th March 2022
Patty, Dulcie-Mae, Albie, Eva,
Danny, Halle, Octavia, Albert,
Marnie-Rae, Harris, Antonia,
Esme, Bailey, Mavis, Freya,
Molly, Riley, Jensen, Morgan,
George and Henry.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
st

th

W/b 21 - 25 March 2022

Virtual Dance Week

Tuesday, 22nd March 2022

Year 5 visiting Upminster Library

Wednesday, 23rd March 2022

4 Larch visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 24th March 2022

4 Birch visiting Upminster Library

Friday, 25th March 2022

East London Humanist Presentation

Friday, 25th March 2022

Mother’s Day Sale

Monday, 28th March 2022

Reception and year 1 Skipping Workshop

Tuesday, 29th March 2022

Year 3 visiting Upminster Library

Tuesday, 29th March 2022

Lead Learner Assembly – Reception and KS1

Wednesday, 30th March 2022

4 Rowan visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 31st March 2022

1 Willow visiting Upminster Library

Thursday, 31st March 2022

Lead Learner Assembly – KS2

Friday, 1st April 2022

Reception and year 1 Skip-Hop Workshops

Monday, 4th April – Monday, -18th April 2022

Easter Holiday

Tuesday, 19th April 2022

INSET day

Wed 20th April, Mon 25th April, Tuesday 3 May 2022
Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022

Reception Height, Weight, Vision and Hearing Tests
(ASH)
Year 6 SATs

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity Centre

Thursday, 24th May 2022

Class Photograph - am

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022

Virtual Commonwealth Week

Friday, 27th May 2022

INSET day

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

Half Term Holiday

Monday, 6th June, Wednesday, 7th June & Thursday,
9th June 2022
Monday, 27th June – Friday 1st July 2022

Jubilee Dance Workshops

Thursday, 21st July 2022

School finishes usual time for Summer Holiday

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day

Monday, 5th September 2022

Children return to school

Virtual Rounder’s Week
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INSET DAYS 2022-2023
Thursday, 1st September 2022
Friday, 2nd September 2022
Thursday, 5th January 2023
Friday, 6th January 2023
Monday, 17th January 2023

Collection for Ukraine
As a school community, we would like to offer our support to the citizens of Ukraine. One of our members of staff is
from Ukraine and she is friends with the owner of Woodland Café on Ongar Road, Brentwood, who is urgently
collecting supplies for refugees and those affected by the war. They started their first journey to deliver goods to
Ukraine yesterday and they will continue to go back and forth between the Ukraine and the UK for as long as there are
goods to deliver.
The list of goods that have been specifically asked for are:
- Power banks (for charging phones)
- Large and medium size backpacks
- Male socks
- Thermals/base layers
- Camping mats
- Sleeping bags
- Blankets
- Hot water bottles
- Insulated flasks
- Protein bars/energy bars
- Paracetamol/ibuprofen
- Wound dressing materials
- First aid kits
- Baby food jars/pouches
- Nappies
- Feminine sanitary products
If you would like to donate to this collection then please deliver items to Woodland Café, 37 Ongar Road, Brentwood.
Alternatively, you can donate to the Red Cross for their Ukraine appeal:
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-crisis-appeal
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