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Newsletter 17th December 2021
Dear parents and carers
Here we are at the end of another challenging term,
during which schools have worked hard to be ‘business
as usual’ whilst dealing with the continued restrictions
related to COVID-19, lots of staff illness, limited supply
teachers available to cover and difficulties recruiting
staff. At Branfil, despite these challenges, we have had
a positive term. Whilst some other schools have
commented on their pupils lacking motivation for their
learning in school, we have found the opposite – our
children continue to show enthusiasm, curiosity and a
desire to learn together.
We have a lot to be grateful for as we head towards the
end of 2021, undoubtedly a year that no one will ever
forget. I would like to extend my thanks to:
 Our staff for continuing to put the pupils’ needs first,
ensuring that our children are able to be successful
learners in a happy, safe environment;
 Our pupils for continuing to be amazingly resilient
and demonstrating our core values every day;
 Our parents and carers for understanding the
challenges that we face daily in school and offering
continued support;
 Our governors for continuing to think strategically
about school improvement and how to remove
barriers that the pandemic has put in our way.
As a strong school community, I feel certain that we will
have a lot to celebrate in 2022, whatever the next twelve
months may bring.

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
Vision for 2021-2026
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Our value this half term is EXPLORE. In our learning
community, we are curious, we ask questions and
we learn from our mistakes.

Presents, cards and good wishes
On behalf of all of our staff, I would
like to say a big “thank you” for all
of the cards, presents and good
wishes that you have so generously
given. They are really appreciated.

I wish you all a happy, healthy Christmas holiday; I hope
you are able to spend some precious time with your
loved ones this year.
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

REMINDER – TUESDAY, 4TH
JANUARY IS AN INSET DAY
CHILDREN MUST NOT COME
TO SCHOOL
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Staff Update

Cumulative House Points for Autumn Term

We have to say goodbye to Mr Roberts and Mrs
Bradbury today. Team Branfil will miss them both. We
wish them every happiness and success as they take
their skills and knowledge to their new roles. We
welcome Miss Fitzakerely, who will be teaching in 2
Cedar. Also Miss Alpha, who will be teaching in 1 Willow
until Mrs Hacker returns from her maternity leave.
We also have to temporarily say goodbye to Mrs Clarke
as she gains additional experience at Broadford Primary
in Harold Hill, as part of her teacher training. We look
forward to her return after the February half term break.
The exchange of teachers means that we welcome Miss
Sugrue to Branfil for the next half term to work with Mrs
Cullender in 2 Beech.
Congratulations go to Miss O’Toole
and Mrs Goodman who are both
getting married over the festive
period. Miss O’Toole will return as
Mrs Fergusson and Mrs Goodman as
Mrs Robinson.

Tylers – 30 points
Pages – 32 points
Belhus – 36 points
Cely – 41 points

Congratulations to CELY!!

Christmas Cards Delivery
Last week, the Branfil House and Vice Captains delivered
Christmas cards to the local community. The winning
cards were designed by Myla in 2 Holly and Aela in 5
Aspen. Please see the wonderful cards that were
created near the end of the newsletter.

Lead Learners for the Autumn Term 2021
One Lead Learner from each class, nominated by their
teacher, was awarded a certificate and badge in our
special virtual Lead Learner assemblies. A big “well
done” and congratulations go to:
KS1

KS2

Valentina Elm
Violet Ash
Lillianne Fir
Poppy 1P
Chloe 1W
Jamie 1L
Willow 2H
Jenson 2B
Joseph 2C

Jessica 3H
Lexi 3O
Oleksandra 3M
Mila 4L
Simona 4B
Vinny 4R
Nikita 5AS
Isabella 5H
Phoebe 5AL
Mithil 6A
Maisie 6H
Faith 6C

One local resident said, “It was a lovely thought and I’d
like to thank you for the Christmas card. The picture was
well done and the handwriting neat and clear.”
Once again the children were outstanding ambassadors
for our school and represented Branfil impeccably.
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Excellence in the Arts Award
Last week, our Excellence in the Arts award went to the
wonderful family trio: Phoebe (5 Alder), Albie (3 Hazel)
and Toby (2 Holly). Demonstrating our values of explore
and nurture, Phoebe, Albie and Toby worked together to
produce the most extraordinary wreath decorated with
fluffy baubles. As well as superb teamwork, the trio also
showed great patience as the wreath has been weeks in
the making! However, all those hours were worth
the awe and admiration from those who were lucky
enough to see their festive masterpiece.

Our final Excellence in the
Arts award this term goes
to Sadie in 4 Birch.
Experimenting
with
different
materials,
colour, and texture,
Sadie crafted
striking trophies
that
many
would aspire to receive.
Sadie has fully embraced
Branfil's value of explore in her artistic experimentation;
I'm sure she has inspired many to pick up some materials
and get creating this Christmas break. Without a doubt,
the Excellence in the Arts trophy will stand proudly next
to Sadie's remarkable creations.
Ashes Competition
Congratulations to Marni-Rae in 2 Holly who won the
Ashes competition. She enjoyed a game of cricket with
her younger brother, using a T-rex and a red onion! She
is the lucky recipient of her very own cricket set.

A Big Thank You
A huge thank you goes to all of the
parents/carers who volunteered
to organise and /or help at the
Children’s Christmas Fair and the
three Movie Nights. These were all
fabulous opportunities for the
children to get into the Christmas
spirit with their friends.

Christmas Tree Festival
Branfil would like to say
a huge well done to our
year 4, 5 and 6 art
councillors for the treemendous job they did
creating
Christmas
decorations.
The
councillors worked hard to
create ornaments for our
entry into the Upminster
Methodist
Church
Christmas
Tree
Festival. If you'd like to see
it in person (and show some Branfil love), head down to
the Upminster Methodist Church and see all the trees on
display!
They will also be our judges for our Branfil Book Awards
next term. Congratulations to you all!
Attendance
From this term, we rewarded children
whose attendance was 97% or more,
rather than 100% as we did previously.
Children were awarded the certificates
yesterday during our Celebration
Assembly. Well done to everyone who
received the certificate.
Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see
how we have been celebrating Christmas at
Branfil.
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Christmas Dinner

Festive Friday/Christmas Pantomime

We had a very successful
Christmas lunch on Tuesday.
A big thank you to the kitchen
team and all the staff that
helped out. The children were
treated to a wonderful lunch,
with Christmas decorations
and Christmas music playing
in the background. A lovely
festive experience!

Today we have been celebrating Festive
Friday and the children all look amazing
in their sparkles! The children have
enjoyed
watching
streamed
pantomimes today, while enjoying the
treat they brought in. There has been a
lot of ‘booing’ and ‘hissing’ at the
panto villain and shouts down the
corridor of ‘it’s behind you!‘ A
very enjoyable experience for all!
Christmas Signing Assemblies

Reception Dancing Performance

As we were unable to join together for the usual
Christmas carol concerts this year, we decided to learn
some songs that we could sign along to. Each phase
group celebrated and performed these in an assembly
this week. Even though it wasn’t quite as we would have
liked it, the children still enjoyed learning some sign
language, following along and getting into the Christmas
spirit.

Reception have enjoyed performing their Christmas
dances to Year 1 and 2 this week!

A Festive Maths Problem
A Christmas maths challenge from Miss Bain. Can you
solve the emoji problem?
Good Luck!
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Branfil Choir Singing Outside Roomes

Maths Ambassadors

Today our wonderful Branfil choir went to sing some
festive tunes outside Roomes, in Upminster High Street.
This was the first performance for many of our choir
members in nearly 2 years and they should be so proud
of themselves. Lots of people, who were walking and
shopping around Upminster, stood to listen and
definitely got into the Christmas spirit after hearing us
sing. Well done all and Merry Christmas!

Miss Bain is very excited to have her first five maths
ambassadors.
Well done to Maisie, Alexia, Lilly, Francesca and Issa.

Respecting our neighbours

Reading Ambassadors
Mrs Sansom and Mrs Cullender are delighted to have
eight Reading Ambassadors now, and many more
children are already at least half way through their
Reading Routes challenges.
The Ambassadors will be helping to spread their love of
reading throughout the school:
Francesca (6 Hornbeam)
Emily (5 Hawthorn)
Freya (4 Larch)
Sienna (4 Birch)
Sophie (6 Acacia)
Albert (2 Beech)
Freddie (4 Birch)
Ben (4 Birch)

When parking near the school we would ask that you do
not park across resident’s driveways, preventing the
person from exiting or entering their property. We are
still receiving complaints from residents; this behaviour
by a small minority is giving Branfil Primary School a bad
name in our local area. Please treat our neighbours with
courtesy and respect.

Milk at School
Please be aware that, from January, we are reinstating
the offer of school milk as a part of the school food plan.
Milk will be available in the dinner hall at lunchtime for
any pupil who requests it.

Staff Vacancy
We have a vacancy for a cleaner, 2 hours per day 3.15pm
- 5.15pm, 39 weeks per year. Please see advert on the
Havering
website:
https://atshaveringschools.jgp.co.uk/vacancies/173102?type=list
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Reading Community Challenge
Well done to everyone who took
part in the Reading Community
Challenge. The challenge was for
your child to read to, or with, ten
different people. So far you have
raised an amazing £948.20. Thank
you to everyone who took part.
Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Experiences
As part of our curriculum offer, we are committed to
providing opportunities for pupils to enrich their
social, moral, spiritual and cultural experiences and
understanding. We aim to maintain a strong,
supportive community approach where everyone is
welcomed and valued. As a way to raise awareness
of different cultures and religions, we are looking for
members of our school community who are
interested in sharing their religious beliefs and/or
culture (including language). If you, or anyone you
know of, would be willing to spend some time in
school
to
share your/their knowledge
and experience, we would love to hear from you.
We are looking for volunteers for the next term.
Areas we would like to explore include:
 Understanding different cultures (including
languages)
 Learning about different religions and
festivals
To let us know if you are interested, please contact
the office (office@branfil.havering.sch.uk) with
information about what you would be willing to
share information on. A member of staff will then be
in contact. Mrs Erback

On-Line Safety
Please follow the link below which highlights how
parents/carers can be safe when children have new
devices and how to set up devices safety with parental
controls:
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/getting-tech-readychristmas

Guidance for parents and carers on online sexual
harassment and keeping children safe online
We have been asked by the Children’s Commissioner to
make you aware of a guide that is being launched: a
guide for parents and carers on online sexual
harassment and how they can support children to stay
safe online. She hopes that her guide will serve as a
useful starting point to raise awareness and
understanding of online harassment, and to
complement key messages on the new relationships and
sex education curriculum.
“The things I wish my parents had known” draws
together advice from 16 to 21 year olds on how parents
should manage tricky conversations around sexual
harassment and access to inappropriate content,
including pornography.
The Commissioner’s office began a programme of work
focussing on peer-on-peer abuse following the
avalanche of testimonies
on the Everyone’s
Invited website, which laid bare an epidemic of sexual
violence among teens. This was picked up in Ofsted’s
June 2021 review of sexual harassment in schools and
colleges.
A surprising but overriding message from young people
is that parents should start these challenging
conversations early. They suggest broaching topics
before a child is given a phone or a social media account,
which is often around the age of 9 or 10.
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Star Writer Winners for Autumn Term 1

10th December 2021
Dexter, Poppy, Kenza, Jake,
Fraser, Sienna, Maddison,
Dolcie,
Charles,
Arthur,
Gracie, Brooke, Noah, all of 4
Larch, Rose, Keelan, Emilia,
Daisy, Tyler, Phoebe and Sonny.

Alfred, Jamie, Thomas, Emily, David,
Milena, Betty, Antonia, Oleksandra,
Cara, Zoe, Dolcie, Izabella, Lee, Rhea,
Frankie, Leon and Freddy.

Star Writer Winners for Autumn Term 2
Albie, Zachary, Fletcher, Isabel,
Savannah, Leonel, Dylan, Ethan, Myla,
Bella, Matilda, Skylar, Emmy, Jasmine,
Casey, Rebekah, Evie, Beatrice, Eadi,
Sadie, William and Sonny.

17th December 2021
Patty, Sylvia, Louie, Grace,
Emilia, George, Ronnie,
Mimi, Tegan, Elizabeth,
Sunny, Amrita, Jasmine,
Mavis, Elise, Finley, Cezar,
Ben, Layla, Gus and Finley.

06.12.2021 – 10.12.2021
The Attendance Cup was won by 4 Larch.

13.12.2021 – 17.12.2021
The Attendance Cup was won by 6 Hornbeam.

Happy Birthday!
George, Sienna, Natalia, William,
Oscar, Ariana, Mabel, Henry,
Daniel, Luca, Robert, Benjamin,
Julia, Olivia, Ben, Mason, Eliana,
Ellie-May, Lukas, Brodie, Michael,
Benjamin,
Dolcie,
Charlotte,
Reuben, Billy, Dylan, Lee, Isla and
Oliver.
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Dates for your Diary

Friday, 17th December 2021
Monday, 20th December 2021–Monday, 3rd January 2022

School finishes usual time for Christmas
Holiday
Christmas Holiday

Tuesday, 4th January 2022

School closed – staff training

Wednesday, 5th January 2022

School reopens 8.40 – 8.50 am whole school

Monday, 14th February – Friday, 18th February 2022

Half Term Holiday

Monday, 4th April – Monday, -18th April 2022

Easter Holiday

Tuesday, 19th April 2022

INSET day

Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022

Year 6 SATs

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022
Friday, 27th May 2022

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity
Centre
INSET day

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

Half Term Holiday

Thursday, 21st July 2022

School finishes usual time for Summer Holiday

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day
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CHRISTMAS CARDS DELIVERED TO THE COMMUNITY

Designed by Myla in 2 Holly

Designed by Aela in 5 Aspen
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