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Newsletter 15th July 2022
Dear parents and carers
The hot weather is making life a little more challenging
in school but it has not dampened the children’s spirit!
·
Last week, the Y1-6 children loved showing their
parents and carers their school work at our Book Look.
·
Year 4 have had a busy couple of weeks with their
parent Dancing & DT event last Monday, followed by a
Brazilian drumming workshop this Monday and a trip to
Rainham Marshes yesterday.
·
Our choir performed at the Havering Music Festival
last Friday.
·
The whole school has immersed themselves in
various activities for Arts & Culture week this week,
producing some amazing art work.
·
The Year 6 children entertained their families and
the rest of the school with their fabulous performances
of ‘Lights, Camera, Action!’ this week.
We are determined that the heat will not stop us next
week either. Please be reassured that we will be
following Havering’s advice about how best to cope with
heatwaves in school, in order to ensure our staff and
children stay safe, whilst continuing to enjoy our last few
days of the year.
Today, the Heat Health Alert has been upgraded to Level
4 and the Extreme Heat Warning has been changed to
RED for Monday and Tuesday. In light of the advice and
our risk assessment, I appreciate that you may feel that
you would like your child to stay at home on these two
days, if you feel that their health may be adversely
affected. Any absence due to the extreme temperatures
will be authorized, due to exceptional circumstances.
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

Hold the date!
Each teacher will hold their ‘Introduction to Year X’
meetings on Tuesday 6th September, immediately after
school, in their classrooms. Please join us so you can
meet the teacher, see your child’s classroom and find
out important information about the year ahead.

Vision for 2021-2026
EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Our value this term is NURTURE.
In our learning community we develop children’s
understanding of mental, spiritual and physical health,
including strategies to employ when facing challenges
in these areas.

Last day of term
The children are invited to
wear their own clothes on the
last day of term (Thursday
21st July).
Each class will have a party to celebrate another
successful year. Your child can bring an extra snack (no
nuts) and a drink in a carton or plastic bottle (no fizzy
drinks) to enjoy during the party, if they would like to.
Your child can bring in a board game to play too – no
electronic games will be allowed.
We will also have our whole school celebration assembly
to mark the end of the year.
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School Games Mark - Gold

Performing at Langtons School

We are very pleased to announce
that we have been awarded the
Gold School Games Mark for 202122! This mark is awarded to schools
who share a passion and
commitment for school games, both in and out of
school. We have attended many events this year, with a
wide range of our pupils, such as badminton, netball, trigolf and cricket to name a few and we have also
promoted games and sport in school. We are
enthusiastically making big plans to be able to broaden
our school games offer even more next year, so watch
this space!

A massive well done to our lovely members of the choir
who performed at the Music Festival on 8th July at
Langtons School. They learnt five songs, sang beautifully,
behaved impeccably and were amazing walking to and
from the school in the heat! Well done!

Summer Reading Challenge
Summer Reading Challenge 2022 – Gadgeteers

School Books
Just a reminder that we need all school
books returned to school by Monday
please. This includes RWI, Library and class
library books.

Children aged 4-11 can join up for the challenge from
9th July in all Havering Libraries.

The Branfil Newspaper – The Branfil Bugle
READ ALL ABOUT IT! The Branfil Newspaper The Branfil Bugle - will be going on sale next
week. Children will come round to classes after lunch
on Tuesday and Wednesday to deliver the papers. They
are 50p each!

They collect stickers, prizes, medals and certificates as
they read six library books during the summer holidays.
The challenge finishes on 10th September. It’s free to
take part.
National Book Tokens

Lights, Camera, Action!

Please find attached details at the
back of the newsletter about how
you can win book tokens and
nominate your school to win
£1000 to help us rebuild our library. Please follow this
link:

This week Year 6 have
performed the Leavers’
Production to their families they
were
AMAZING!
The acting, singing and overall teamwork was just
brilliant. Thank you to everyone who came to watch we noticed a few of you needed tissues!
We

are

sooooo

proud

Miss Bain, Miss Philpot and Mrs Daly

of

them

all!

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_so
urce=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rebuildthelibrary&utm_campaign=20220607_schools&fbclid=IwA
R0Jd7QDfO5nmIvvYbkp9Id0LAsooYusTQQRQBDr8zhGb
nfTKtWs4LwPZYc
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Excellence in the Arts Award

Water Bottles

Excellence in the Arts last week goes to Skye in 1 Lime
who has been busy moulding masterpieces in art. Skye
has dived into the animal kingdom, independently and
expertly moulding dough to depict a terrific turtle and
glorious guinea pig. So realistic, in fact, that we thought
Mrs Hanson had opened a zoo! Expressing her interests
creatively, Skye has truly shone as a talented sculptor
who always pays close attention to detail!

Please remember to send a named water bottle
into school with your child each day. This
should be plastic, reusable, approximately
500ml capacity (so it will fit into our carry
crates) and clearly labelled with child's name
and class. Only plain water is allowed.

Request for Scooters
Thank you to everyone in school
community who was able to
donate items over the past several
months for our OPAL (Outdoor
Play and Learning) Project. The
children have really embraced the
areas we have opened so far and
have made great use of the resources.

Excellence in the Arts this week goes to Halle in 1 Willow.
Channeling her inner designer, Halle created an
innovative, recycled backpack. Complete with handles,
ample storage, and even her name placed proudly on the
front, Halle's backpack is truly a feat of engineering!
Great designers think outside the box and Halle is clearly
in a league of her own. Keep designing, Halle!

We have recently opened our scooter area and are in
need for some more scooters. If you have a scooter in
good working condition that you would be able to
donate to us for the children to use at lunchtimes, please
bring it to school between Monday 18th to Thursday 21st
July. Please give the scooter to Mrs Mead, Mrs Metcalfe
or a member of staff on the playground who will ensure
that it is stored away from scooters which are used for
travelling to and from school.

Sun Hats and Sun cream
Please ensure your child comes to school
with sunscreen applied before school in
the morning and brings a named sunhat
too.

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.
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Uniform Swap
Between 10am and 3pm, from 26th to 29th
July, on the ground floor of the Romford
Shopping Hall in Market Place, you can swap all sorts of
school uniform including blazers, shirts, blouses, ties,
trousers, PE kits and shoes. It's just £2 to enter and it's
first come, first served. Please see poster near the end
of the newsletter.

Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.

Second Hand Uniform
Our Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is
open for socially distanced collections.
You are able to purchase items of
second hand uniform from Suzanne
Lock, who is operating entirely Covid
friendly. She asks that you text her
your orders and she will then put the items in a box
outside her house for collection. Please message
Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary
Preloved Uniform Facebook page.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered.
Attendance Information
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04.07.2022 - 08.07.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by Reception
Elm.

11.07.2022 – 15.07.2022
No Pushchairs in the school building
Please be aware that no pushchairs are allowed in the
school building for health and safety reasons. We
request that the pushchairs are left in the reception area
and any babies or toddlers are carried through the
building. This applies for all events and future book
looks.

The Attendance Cup was won by 4 Larch.

Happy Birthday!
Joshua, David, Seraphina, Charles, Ruby, Frankie, Sadie,
Ava, Joshua and Francesca.

Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

8th July 2022
Charlotte, Sylvia, Maddison,
Violet, Meliha, Miyah,
Teddy, Blake, Harry, Charlie,
Michael, Damon, Ava, Lois,
Rose, Harvey, Georgie, Eadi,
Sadie, Miruna and Eddie.

15th July 2022
Brody, Isla, James, 1 Pine,
Gabriel, Harry, Ronnie,
Dolcie, Tegan, Elizabeth,
Mykola, Freddy, All of 4
Birch, All of 4 Rowan, All of 4
Larch, Ameilia, Johnny,
Fletcher, Tyler, Oliver and Roxie.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
th

Monday, 18 July 2022

Lead Learner Assemblies

Tuesday, 19th July 2022

Year 6 Mini-market (indoors)

Wednesday, 20th July 2022
CHANGE OF DATE DUE TO WEATHER
WARNING – see separate letter
Thursday, 21st July 2022

Year 6 Leaver’s Disco at Branfil 6:00 – 7:30pm

Friday, 22nd July 2022

Children break up for the summer break usual time
Wear own clothes today and bring a party snack and drink (no nuts
or fizzy drinks)
INSET day

Thursday, 1st & Friday 2nd September 2022

INSET days

Monday, 5th September 2022

Children return to school

Monday, 24th – Friday, 28th October 2022

HALF TERM

Wednesday, 21st December 2022 –
Wednesday, 4th January 2023
Thursday, 5th & Friday, 6th January 2023

CHRISTMAS BREAK

Monday, 13th – Friday, 17th February 2023

HALF TERM

Monday, 3rd – Friday, 14th April 2023

EASTER BREAK

Monday, 17th April 2023

INSET DAY

Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June 2023

HALF TERM

Friday, 21st July 2023

Children break up for the summer break

INSET days
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WIN £1,000/€1,000 to help your school rebuild their library – plus a £100/€120 National Book Token for
yourself!

Schools everywhere are doing their best to help children catch up with the months of learning lost during the
pandemic, and yet reading for pleasure – which has been shown time and time again to be the single biggest
indicator of a child’s future success – is falling off the agenda. A study by our friends Read for Good – a charity
which raises money for books for schools and children in hospital by getting children reading for fun – found
that 81% of schools didn’t have a separate budget for reading for pleasure, while almost three quarters of
schools reported decimated library stocks due to unreturned books during lockdown or library resources being
diverted elsewhere.
It's time to get serious about reading for pleasure, and start rebuilding our schools’ libraries. We’re giving five
schools £1,000/€1,000 of National Book Tokens each, plus membership to the School Library Association,
to help them rebuild their range of books and encourage reading for pleasure now and for generations to come.
Nominate your school using the form below, and if yours is one of the five winning entries, you’ll also win a
£100/€120 National Book Token for yourself!

Winners will be drawn at random after Friday 29th July and announced in September 2022.
Enter now:
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rebuildthelibrary&utm_campaign=20220607_schools&fbclid=IwAR0Jd7QDfO5nmIvvYbkp9Id0LAsooYusTQQRQBDr
8zhGbnfTKtWs4LwPZYc
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