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Newsletter 15th November 2019

Values Based Education

Dear parents and carers,

Peace

Our school’s Golden Rule is: ‘At Branfil we respect
ourselves, each other and our environment’. This
predates my time at Branfil but we feel that this still
encompasses all of the behaviours that we want to see
from our children. We have decided to relaunch the
Golden Rule to ensure that everyone in our community
is aware of it. Your child is therefore invited to produce
a design, using a Word document, to display the rule in
an eye-catching way. Effective elements of several
designs may then be combined together to produce
our final product which will then be displayed around
the school and go on our newsletter and website. All
entries must be given to me by 29th November so we
can promote our Golden Rule in 2020. I hope the
children have fun using their creative skills.

This month our school value is peace. I think it is
fair to say that at times all of us (parents, staff
and children) all need a bit of peace. It helps us
refocus our thoughts, reflect on what has been
done and what needs to be done, as well as
giving us a welcome break from the rigours of
modern life which often moves at 100 miles per
hour. This month let us all make sure we give
ourselves time to be peaceful, to be at rest and
to show our children the true value of being at
peace.

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

Nut products in School

‘Don’t let people pull you into their storm. Pull
them into your peace.’

Kimberly Jones
were nice and muddy by the end of the day but still had
a smile on their faces! Great work by all!

Please ensure you do not send your child into school
with any products that contain any type of nut as we
have children with severe allergies.

Year 5 and 6 Tag Ruby Tournament
On Tuesday 5th
November,
a
selection
of
children from Year
5 & 6 represented
Branfil at this
year’s Tag Rugby
event held at May
& Baker. There
were a large number of primary schools within
Havering that attended and the competition was very
strong. In our pool, we competed extremely well as a
team demonstrating an amazing defence line when
necessary. Throughout the games, the team worked
harder together and became more confident, which
was evident in the attacking that they displayed. They

Core Values Competition
This month the children are
challenged to portray ‘peace’
through the medium of paint.
Entries must be given to Mrs
Cullender by the end of
November.
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Remembrance Service

march

through

Upminster

this

morning.

The whole school took part in a
Remembrance Service on Monday
11th November. The Deputy Mayor of
Havering was in attendance as well as
Flight Lieutenant Jeff Skillman and Mr Philpot from the
Hornchurch Aerodrome Historical Trust. All the
children decorated poppies to make the sign Branfil
Remembers. Furthermore, in the afternoon the
children
participated
in
assemblies about

Reporting school absences
Please ensure when reporting your child’s absence
that you clearly indicate on our absence voicemail the
reason for your child’s absence. Please specify i.e.
cold, sore throat or high temp etc as we have been
advised by the Education Welfare Officer that the
reason ‘unwell’ is not a sufficient reason for absence
and this will avoid unnecessary phone calls from the
office.
Remembrance Day and they showed what they had
learnt about different people who were affected by the
wars. The children also saw artefacts from the war and
discovered what the role of an Air Warden was; led by
Mr Philpot.
Anti-Bullying
Week
This
week
marked
our
Anti-Bullying
Week. We have
written poems,
participated in
drama
workshops and we have been lucky to have Gaynes
School pupils in to visit and present our anti-bulling
assembly. Tommy,
Gracie, Olatundun and T’Shaan from year 10 came to
talk to our pupils about how ‘change starts with us’.
Our school council also took part in the Anti-Bullying

School Nurse Visit
The School Nurse will be in the library after school on
27th November to discuss any concerns you may have.
Children in Need
A huge thank you to our year 6 peer mentors and Miss
Bain for selling our Children in Need merchandise
outside in the playground in the cold and rain! The
children all looked great today in their yellow and
spots. Thank you for your kind donations. Our total
raised so far is £1085.
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Year 6 Girls’ Football Tournament

Gallant and daring, the Year 6 Branfil boys were
desperately unlucky to leave yesterday's tournament
without a win. Defensively solid and with a crisp
passing game in the midfield, the boys worked
tirelessly in all phases and showed exceptional
teamwork and courage in each game. All in attendance
agreed that their displays deserved more but for an
unfortunate lack of end product. They finished with 2
draws and 2 unfortunate defeats.
Mr Roberts
Aldi Stickers

Yesterday the girls’ team participated in a 7 a-side
tournament. They won all four of their matches (2-0,
5-2, 3-0 and 2-0) with great goals from Maddie, Winnie,
Ruby and Milly. There was also fantastic defending
from Kara, Tess and Aliyah and superb saves from
Caitlin. Molly played with skill and determination
throughout.

As a school, Branfil have collected over 300 Aldi GB
stickers that we have been able to add to our poster.
We have been entered into a prize draw to win £20,000
for our school and we will also receive some sports kits

All the girls were an absolute credit to Branfil - their
team spirit and sportsmanship was fantastic - well
done!
A big thank you to parents/carers and grandparents for
transporting the team!
Miss Bain
Year 6 Boys’ Football Tournament

for our school. Thank you very much for all the support
over the autumn term in order to complete this.
Volunteer Fruit Washers
We are in need of 2 volunteer parent/carer helpers to
wash our fruit for the children on a Thursday morning
after dropping your children off. If you are interested
please come into the school office.
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Parent/Carer Online Toolkit
Childnet have updated their parent and carer toolkit
that will help parents have conversations about online
safety. Their booklet 'Let's talk about life online'
includes ten key messages that should be shared with
children:
1. "You can always come to me if you need help."
2. "What would you do if this happened…?"
3. "Remember that not everyone is who they say
they are online."
4. "Keep your personal information safe, and
other people’s too."
5. "Be respectful to others online."
6. "Think before you post."
7. "Remember to ask if it’s okay."
8. "Remember not everything is true online."
9. "The things other people post online might not
always show what their life is really like."
10. "Recognise how going online makes you feel
and take a break when you need to."

The Parent and Carer Toolkit can be found here:
https://www.childnet.com/parents-andcarers/parent-and-carer-toolkit

Pupil Premium, Free School Meals and grant towards
uniform
Where parents are entitled to pupil premium the
school receives extra funding. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school meals, but the
school would still be able to get funding if you apply for
free school meals. If your child is in KS2, you would
save a significant amount of money if your child is
entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for,
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school suppliers. To apply is very simple:
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/freeschool-meals.aspx#details
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Excellence in Art Award

8th November

Our winner for the week ending 8th November was –

Rishi L, Milena F, Gino F, Lexie T, Aiden B, Albie S,
Archie M, Jude H, Mylee P, Layla H, Ruby S, Thomas P,
Luke D, Amelia C, Rylee G, Isla W, William E, Layla W,
Layla F, Sophie B, George O’M.

Ronnie in Ash Class for
his wonderful painting
of a beautiful sunset.

Monday 18 November
Tuesday 19 November
Wednesday 20 November
Friday 22 November
Tuesday 26 November
Tuesday 26 November
Wednesday 27 November
Wednesday 27 November
Thursday 28 November
Thursday 28 November
Thursday 28 November
Saturday 30 November

Reading workshop for R, Y1 & Y2 parents/carers: how to support reading at home and close the word
gap 9.00-9.45am
Reading workshop for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 parents/carers: how to support reading at home and close the
word gap 9.00-9.45am
Year 6 Trip to Chatham Dockyard
2020 Intake information meeting 9.15am
Year 6 Air Quality Show
R Ash stay and play session 9.00 -9.50am
R Elm stay and play session 9.00 -9.50am
Indoor Athletics (selected Yr 5 and Yr 6 Children only)
R fir stay and play session 9.00 -9.50am
Y1 – Y6 Whole school book Looks 3.20-4.30pm
Y3 & Y4 Indoor Athletics (selected children only) Hornchurch Sports Centre
PTA Christmas Event

PLEASE NOTE WE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER DUE TO THE SCHOOL BEING USED AS A POLLING
STATION
INSET Days for 2019/20 Term (agreed by Governors): 4th, 5th, 6th September 2019, 6th January 2020, 20th April 2020
FOR INFORMATION – The early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 4 May to Friday 8 May to mark the
75th anniversary of VE Day. Please be aware when booking any long weekend away.

