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Newsletter 14th January 2022

EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER

Dear parents and carers

Vision for 2021-2026

Welcome back and a belated ‘Happy New Year’ to you
all. The children have made a really positive start to the
spring term, continuing to show great enthusiasm for
their learning.
Our new year in school has started with additional
challenges due to COVID-19. You may have seen in the
media that it is difficult currently to find cover for
teachers when they are ill due to a shortage of supply
teachers. Some schools have had to combine classes in
halls or move to remote learning. So far, we have
managed to cover classes using our own staff or agency
staff so every child has been taught in their own class
group in their own classroom. Please be reassured that
we will continue to do everything we can to keep your
child learning in the best way possible.
We do need your help to ensure that we continue to
minimise the impact of COVID-19 on the school. Please
read the information I sent out yesterday, via
SchoolComms, about self-isolation periods but be aware
that some elements of this have already changed please see the information below.
Thank you for
understanding.

your

continued

patience

and

Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Our value this term is ASPIRE.
In our learning community we aim high, keep learning
and developing.

Kind regards
Mrs Sansom, Headteacher

Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test
positive for COVID-19
From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating
with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their
isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with
a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6
and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they
test negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning
of day 6, they can return to their education or childcare
setting immediately on day 6.

The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the
self-isolation period, and the second must be taken the
following day. All test results should be reported to NHS
Test and Trace.
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should
continue to self-isolate until they get negative results
from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they
have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever
is earliest.
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who
continues to have a temperature will need to complete
the full 10 day period of self-isolation.
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Maths Ambassadors

Excellence in the Arts Award

Miss Bain is very excited to have 7 more maths
ambassadors. Well done to Harry, Albert, Darcy, Nicole,
Willow, Nonso and Ernie.

Excellence in the Arts this
week goes to Amrita in 3
Maple for her Post-it art
inspired by an aspirational
quote
from
Nelson
Mandela. Amrita's art
brightened not only the
classroom but everyone's
day with her vibrant,
geometric design. The
thoughtful quote, chosen
by
Amrita,
exudes
determination, confidence,
and the growth mindset we champion here at Branfil.
We hope you display your sensational art with pride,
Amrita.

Head Teachers’ Award

Values Art Competition: Aspire

Well done to siblings Oliver in 3
Hazel and Emilia in 1 Lime who
both
received
a
Head
Teacher’s award for raising an
amazing £700 for charity. They
hosted a virtual quiz for Branfil
families and family friends to
raise money for The Dream
Factory based in Hainault.
They both came up with the idea and put the questions
in place. The Dream Factory were absolutely delighted
to be able to bring the magic of Christmas to Monnay,
who is 9 years old and has been diagnosed with Battens
Disease, and her family. They were able to create
magical memories to last forever by sending them to
Lapland UK. Monnay’s mum said it was the first time
Monnay had smiled in a long time.

In January, we are all aspiring to be artists by creating
our own Post-it art! Whether you aspire to be a portrait
artist, animal illustrator, floral maestro, or a master of
pattern, grab a Post-it and get designing. Vibrant and
varied, Branfil needs as many entries as possible to
create an impressive mural exhibited in the school. Will
you be an artist featured?
Submissions to Miss Ansell by 31st January.
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Year 1 - Painting in the style of Wassily Kadinsky

Book Sale

This week in Art, Year 1 have enjoyed using colour
wheels to help them mix paint to make secondary
colours. They then used these secondary colours to
create abstract art in the style of Wassily Kandinsky. A
lot of fun was had by all and the children really worked
hard to perfect their brush skills to create the circular
patterns.

On Thursday 20th January, we will be
hosting a book sale in school for the
KS2 children.
If your child would like to purchase a
book, please make sure that they
bring in the money to do so in a
labelled envelope. The envelope is to
be passed to their teacher to look after until their
designated time slot to visit the sale that day.
We hope that every child will go home with at least one
new book to enjoy reading at home.

Absent from School

Shakespeare Workshops for Years 5 and 6
Years 5 and 6 all enjoyed the performance of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream put on by the 'Young
Shakespeare Company.’
What a fantastic and fun performance! Thank you to all
the children who took part - you were brilliant.
Year 5 and 6 are looking forward to the follow-up work.
They have certainly been enthusiastic at the start of our
Shakespeare unit.

Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered. If you are
informing us of a possible COVID-19 case, please
remember to inform us again when you receive the PCR
test result. Remember to arrange a test/tests for
anyone who is displaying any symptoms that may be
COVID-19 related.
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School start time

Contact with teachers

A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school. We do need to close these promptly so staff can
get to meetings, assemblies and classrooms.

A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Please do not enter the back gate at 8.50am and expect
it to still be open for you to go out that way.

One-way system
Please follow our one-way system when
collecting your child at the end of the
day. This ensures that we can get over
600 children safely off the premises with
the right adult.

Informing Us About Positive COVID-19 Cases
Under government guidance, if your child tests positive
for COVID-19 then they must remain off school and
follow instructions from Track & Trace. Please inform
the school in the usual way, either by emailing
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephoning the
school on 01708 225186 and pressing option 1 if you
wish to leave a message. Please also email:
covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
Remote Learning
If your child tests positive for Covid and they are unwell,
there are no expectations for them to engage in any
schoolwork. However, if your child does feel well
enough to engage in remote learning, then please email
your child’s teacher, via your year group email.
Your email will be answered within the teacher’s
working hours only.

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.

Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed and
you think you may be eligible for Free
School Meals please see the link below to
apply. If your child is in R or KS1, you do
not currently pay for school meals, but the
school would still be able to get funding if you apply for
free school meals. If your child is in KS2, you would save
a significant amount of money if your child is entitled to
free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

Milk at School
Please be aware that, from January, we are reinstating
the offer of school milk as a part of the school food plan.
Milk will be available in the dinner hall at lunchtime for
any pupil who requests it.
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7th January 2022

Happy Birthday!

Albie, Jaxson, Charlotte, Cooper,
Teddy-Rae, Phoebe, Rishi, Logan,
Owen, Oscar, Reggie, George,
Jack, Isaac, Joshua, Lucy, Max,
Reggie, Finley, Sophie and Heath.

Evie, Jack, Elizabeth, Alexandre,
Toby, Isabella, Nonso, Jack, Jesica,
Bleu, Isaac, Finley, Jaxson, Louie,
Rhylee, Rosy, Avianna, Lucie, Nikita,
Antonio, Jenna, Rupert, Jamie,
Jensen and Halle.

14th January 2022
Birthday Sweets & Treats
Danny, Joshua, James, Brody,
Oliver, Alfie, Rosalyn, Hunter,
Harry, Emanuel, Jesica, Samuel,
Simona, Bella, Aria, Isabelle, Jack,
Charlotte, George, Rhys and
Luca.

05.01.2022 – 07.01.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 5 Aspen.

10.01.2022 – 14.01.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 5 Aspen.

Due to health and safety reasons, we are no longer able
to distribute sweets or treats in school to celebrate
children’s birthdays. Please do not put your child’s
teacher in a difficult position by asking them to do this.
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Dates for your Diary

Thursday, 20th January 2022

KS2 Book sale

Monday, 7th February 2022

All About Your Child meetings – all classes
(except Reception classes)

Tuesday, 8th February 2022

Safer Internet Day Parent Workshops
5:30 – 6:30pm and 7:00 – 8:00pm
All About Your Child Meetings – year 1, year 2,
3 Oak, 3 Hazel, year 4, year 5 and 6 Hornbeam
Year 3 Roman Day

Wednesday, 9th February 2022
Thursday, 10th February 2022
Thursday, 10th February 2022
Monday, 14th February – Friday, 18th February 2022

All About Your Child Meetings – 3 Maple, 6
Acacia and 6 Chestnut
Half Term Holiday

Thursday, 3rd March 2022

World Book Day

Monday, 4th April – Monday, -18th April 2022

Easter Holiday

Tuesday, 19th April 2022

INSET day

Monday, 9th May – Thursday, 12th May 2022

Year 6 SATs

Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022
Friday, 27th May 2022

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity
Centre
INSET day

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

Half Term Holiday

Thursday, 21st July 2022

School finishes usual time for Summer Holiday

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day
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