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Newsletter 13th May 2022
Dear parents and carers
Our Year 6 children have completed their SATs
(nationally standardised assessments) in reading,
mathematics, and grammar, punctuation and spelling
(GPS) this week. Our staff team were so pleased with
how the children coped with these – they showed
resilience, positivity and determination, really wanting
to show how hard they have been working, and all that
they have learned, over the last few years. For children
who have had two disrupted years due to COVID-19,
they were truly inspirational. I hope that they feel proud
of themselves as they head off to Gilwell Park next week
on their residential trip, or remain in school for our
activity week.
The Year 2 cohort completed their SATs in reading and
mathematics last week. They also took the tests in their
stride, showing how well they have bounced back after
many months of school closures and having not
completed a whole year in school so far! They showed a
real love of learning and a commitment to doing their
very best. They should feel really proud of themselves
too – the staff certainly are proud of them.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank the many
staff who were involved in preparing the children for,
and administering, the tests. It was a real team effort
and I love the fact that the staff successfully supported
the children to approach the tests so positively.
We are now preparing our Year 1 children for the
Phonics Screening test and our Year 4 pupils for their
Multiplication Tables Check, both in June.
Kind regards ,
Mrs Sansom
Headteacher
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
We have many activities planned
in school to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. You
should have received a letter
about these already, via
SchoolComms. Please see details further on in the
newsletter.
Mrs Gunthorpe

Vision for 2021-2026
EVERYONE LEARNING TOGETHER
Branfil is a vibrant learning community where we
nurture lifelong learners who embody our school values
and make a positive contribution to the world.
Adults and children feel valued and love learning
together. Everyone thrives and achieves personal
success through being happy, safe and confident
learners, who ask questions, take appropriate risks,
learn from their mistakes and seek help when needed.

Our value this term is NURTURE.
In our learning community we develop children’s
understanding of mental, spiritual and physical health,
including strategies to employ when facing challenges
in these areas.
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Excellence in the Arts Award

World Earth Day Competition

Excellence in the Arts last week went
to Maria in 6 Chestnut. Sculpting with
clay, Maria depicted her favourite
activity: reading. Maria expertly
pinched, rolled and carved her way
into completing a captivating form.
Finessing her proportions and
smoothing her figure, Maria's
creative vision was quite the sight to behold. Most
importantly, her celebration of a beloved hobby
encouraged others to nurture their passions; great art,
after all, influences others. Well done Maria!

Thank you for everyone who
entered the World Earth Day
competition. The Eco-council
were amazed by the creativity
of the entries. It was a very
hard decision to pick the
winners and especially in KS1
as we had lots of amazing
entries. But here are our
winners:

This week, our Excellence in the
Arts award goes to Riley in 5
Aspen. Tuning into the moment,
Riley used vibrant colours to
express himself creatively. Riley
effortlessly
used
his
understanding of the colour
wheel
to
contrast
and
complement the composition, showing precision and
patience too. Most incredibly, Riley talked thoughtfully
about the benefits of mindful creativity; discussing
how he is nurtured by the calming effect art has. Art is a
powerful tool and when harnessed, just like Riley has, it
can do us all the world of good.

Year 4 & 5 Commonwealth Games Multi-skills Festival
Nine children from years 4 and 5 attended a multi-skills
festival to celebrate the Commonwealth Games on
Tuesday. The festival started with all the schools
involved performing the special Commonwealth Games
dance we had learned in school. After this, they went on
to rotate around six different stations where they all had
to practise their skills. It was an enjoyable event and the
children represented Branfil superbly.

Reception: River in Elm
Key Stage One: Leonel and Miyah, both in 1 Willow
Key Stage Two: Amrita in 3 Maple
Congratulations to our winners – we hope you enjoy
your prizes!

Forest School volunteers
This year we have had great success
with continuing to develop our Forest
School programme and we are very
grateful to the volunteers from our
school community who have been vital in enabling to do
so. We are currently looking for some further members
of the school community to help support us with Forest
School sessions for six weeks from June - July on Tuesday
mornings and Wednesday mornings and afternoons.
Volunteers can be parents, grandparents, aunts or
uncles and all volunteers need to have a current DBS
check, which can be arranged by the school if needed. If
you would like to express your interest in volunteering
with us for Forest School, please email Mrs Ferguson on
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk.

Whole School Book Look
There will be a whole school book look on
Tuesday 5th July, after school until
4pm. Parents and carers will be able to
look at their child’s work, with their child, and see their
classroom. This is not a meeting with the teacher as
reports do not go out until after this date; it will not be
an opportunity for teachers to discuss individual pupils.
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Sports Day

Year 2 SATs

For our sports days, children need to wear a t-shirt in the
same colour as their house. If your child is not sure
which house they are in, please check with the class
teacher.

The Year 2 team would like to say well done to all of our
wonderful, hardworking children who took part in their
Special Agent Training (SATs) last week. They continue to
make us proud every single day and we all think that they
are absolutely brilliant. Well done Year 2! Keep up the
excellent work!

Belhus - blue
Tylers - red
Pages - green

Mrs. Cullender, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Clarke and Miss.
Fitzakerley

Cely - yellow
Sports days are;

Year 6 SAT’s





Well done Year 6 - you have been
A-M-A-Z-I-N-G this week, we are
all so proud of you! Now we can
really look forward to next week
and having lots of fun 😊

14th June - Years 1/2 at 9.30am
14th June - Years 5/6 at 1.30pm
17th June - Years 3/4 at 9.30am

Water Bottles
Please remember to send a named water bottle
into school with your child each day.
Library Volunteers
We are now starting to actively plan to
relocate our school library in a much
larger room in the centre of the school.
As part of the refurbishment, we have
purchased a software system called
Libresoft which will allow us to
catalogue all of our library books so children can scan
them in and out, search for specific titles/authors and
reserve books. We are looking for volunteers for this
term who can help us to catalogue the books. This is a
manual job where the ISBN code for each book is
scanned then a sticky bar code is put in the back cover of
the book and scanned in order to link the book to its
details. If you are able to offer some time to help us with
this task, you will need to hold a current DBS check,
which the school can organise for you. Please contact
the school office if you can offer some of your time.

Miss Bain, Miss Philpot and Mrs
Daly

Love Reading
A reminder that parents and carers have access to the
LoveReading4Schools page using the link below:
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/school/12061
This will allow you to access a broad
range of recommended books for you
to read with your child. Recently
updated lists include a Diversity and
Difference book list - check it out!

Lightweight Coat, Sun Hats and Sun cream
We would also like to remind parents and
carers to ensure your child comes to
school with a lightweight coat even on
sunny days, for unscheduled downpours.
Please also ensure your child comes to
school with sunscreen applied before school in the
morning and brings a named sunhat too.
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Opal Play and Learning

Published Admission Number

Thank you to everyone in the school community who
was able to donate items in April for our OPAL (Outdoor
Play and Learning) Project. The children have really
embraced the areas we have opened so far and have
made great use of the resources.

A primary school’s Published Admissions
Number or PAN is the number of pupils
that the school can admit into Reception
each
year.
Following a
recent
consultation, Havering Local Authority have confirmed
that Branfil’s PAN will reduce from 90 to 60 from the
September 2023 intake. This has been deemed
necessary due to the decreasing number of school age
children in the Upminster planning area leading to a
surplus of school places.

We are asking for donations to help us to develop these
areas further. At this point, we would like:








Large dressing up costumes (so they can fit
easily over uniform)
Other performance props such as pom-poms,
ribbons and scarves
Large pieces of fabric (for dens, capes and
wherever the children’s imagination may take
them). We would love to have fabrics with
prints that celebrate diversity.
Large tarpaulins
Non-woodwind instruments
Digital cameras, with a charger and memory
card if possible.

We will be collecting these items from Monday 16th to
Friday 20th May. Please place any donations in the
labelled crates in the wooden shelter to the right as you
enter the main gate.
We are aiming to develop additional areas every few
weeks so we will regularly be asking for specific
donations therefore, please hold on to any other items
that you may feel would benefit the school until they are
requested. This will enable us to organise the new
resources and play zones as we go.

Contact with teachers
A reminder to parents/carers that they can contact their
child’s class teacher by using the following emails:
ash@branfil.havering.sch.uk
fir@branfil.havering.sch.uk
elm@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year1@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year2@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year3@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year4@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year5@branfil.havering.sch.uk
year6@branfil.havering.sch.uk

Twitter
Please follow us @BranfilPrimary to see life
at Branfil.

OPAL – sandpits
We would love to make two large sandpits for the
children to enjoy playing in during lunch times.
Can you help us please? We need sleepers, porous
membrane, sand and fine netting to cover it. We are
hoping that we can acquire these items through contacts
that our parents/carers may have.
Please contact the office if you can offer support.
Thank you in advance.

School start time
A reminder that the back and front gates are open
between 8.40 am and 8.50 am for children to arrive in
school. We do need to close these promptly so staff can
get to meetings, assemblies and classrooms.
Please do not enter the back gate at 8.50am and expect
it to still be open for you to go out that way.
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Absent from School
Appointments should be made outside of
school hours. If it is not possible to arrange a
medical appointment, including doctors,
dentist, opticians or hospital appointments,
outside the school day, please send a copy of
your appointment by text or email to:

Milk at School
Please be aware that, from January, we reinstated the
offer of school milk as a part of the school food plan.
Milk will be available in the dinner hall at lunchtime for
any pupil who requests it.

Second Hand Uniform

attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk.
This is necessary in order for the absence to
be authorised. Please email in advance of the
appointment to ensure that the teacher is
aware and your child/children are sent to the
office ready for you to collect.

Please remember to contact the school when your child
is absent on a daily basis. You can either email:
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you wish
to leave a message. Please leave your child’s name,
class and reason for absence. Please do not just say your
child is unwell as we need to record a reason. If you
wish to speak to a member of the office staff, please hold
on the line and your call will be answered.
Free School Meals
If your circumstances have changed
and you think you may be eligible for
Free School Meals please see the link
below to apply. If your child is in R or
KS1, you do not currently pay for school
meals, but the school would still be able to get funding if
you apply for free school meals. If your child is in KS2,
you would save a significant amount of money if your
child is entitled to free school meals.
As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, and
are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a one off
grant of £50 towards school uniform to be used at the
school
suppliers.
To
apply
is
very
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/
free-school-meals.aspx#details

Our Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is
open for socially distanced collections.
You are able to purchase items of
second hand uniform from Suzanne
Lock, who is operating entirely Covid
friendly. She asks that you text her
your orders and she will then put the items in a box
outside her house for collection. Please message
Suzanne on 07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary
Preloved Uniform Facebook page.
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02.05.2022 -06.05.2022

The Attendance Cup was won by 6 Chestnut.
09.05.2022 – 13.05.2022
The Attendance Cup was won by 6 Chestnut.

6th May 2022
Harper, Isla, Owen, Kosi,
Johnathan, Chloe, all of 2 Cedar,
all of 2 Beech, all of 2 Holly,
Niamh, Gracie, Lucy, Ernie,
Sandra, Harjot, Caleb, Tommy,
Henry, Harry, Jenna and Poppy.
13th May 2022

Happy Birthday!
Zachary, Harry, Brooke, Amelia,
Albie, Harper, Matilda, Darcy,
Francesco, Damon, Ginevra,
Lewis, Sonny, Marian, Louie, IvyMae, Rajan, Szofia, Valentina,
Billy, William, William and
Mazid.

Lewis, Dulcie-Mae, Valentina,
Sienna, Rhylee, Phoebe, Eliana,
Alexandra,
William,
Regan,
Michael, Moses, Bella, Mylee-Rae,
Nicole, Hunter, Logan, Casian, all of
6 Hornbeam, all of 6 Acacia and all of 6 Chestnut.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Monday, 16th May – Friday, 20th May 2022
th

th

Year 6 Residential trip to Gilwell Park Activity Centre

Monday, 16 May – Friday, 20 May 2022

Virtual Commonwealth Week

Monday, 16th May 2022

Reception Stay and Play 1:55 - 2:55pm

Thursday, 19th May 2022

Reception Stay and Play – 1:55 - 2:55pm

Thursday, 19th May 2022

New Intake Induction Meeting 5:30 - 6:30pm

Friday, 20th May 2022

Reception Stay and Play - 9:15 - 10:15am

Monday, 23rd May 2022

Monday, 23rd May 2022

2 Holly - STEM Tower building challenge with parents - 1:45 2:15pm
2 Cedar - STEM Tower building challenge with parents 2:20 - 2:50pm
Young Voices Concert at the O2

Tuesday, 24th May 2022

Whole Class Photograph

Wednesday, 25th May 2022

Friday, 27th May 2022

2 Beech- STEM Tower building challenge with parents- 2:002:30pm
Year 3 Sharing With Parents Event: 3 Maple 9:05 – 9:35am
3 Hazel 09:55 - 10:25am and 3 Oak 2:15 - 2:45pm
INSET day

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

Half Term Holiday

Monday, 6th June, Wednesday, 8th June &
Thursday, 9th June 2022
Tuesday, 14th June 2022

Jubilee Dance Workshops

Monday, 23rd May 2022

Thursday, 26th May 2022

Friday, 17th June 2022

Sports Day – 9:30 am Years 1 & 2
Sports Day - 1:30 pm Years 5 & 6
Sports Day – 9:30 am Years 3 and 4 (changed from 1:30pm)

Friday, 17th June 2022

New Intake Stay and Play– parent/carer and child 2-3pm

st

Tuesday, 21 June 2022

1 Willow – Parent Event – Moon Party 1:45-2:45pm

Wednesday, 22nd June 2022

1 Lime – Parent Event – Moon Party 1:45-2:45pm

Thursday, 23rd June 2022

1 Pine – Parent Event – Moon Party 1:45-2:45pm

Monday, 27th June – Friday 1st July 2022

Virtual Rounder’s Week

Wednesday, 29th June 2022

Year 6 Citizen Event - need to be in school for 8:30am

Tuesday, 5th July 2022

Ash Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

th

Tuesday, 5 July 2022

Whole School Book Look – after school until 4pm

Wednesday, 6th July 2022

Fir Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

Thursday, 7th July 2022

Year 4 Parents Event – Dance and DT 1:35 – 3:00pm

Thursday, 7th July 2022

Elm Class Assembly – 2:30 – 3:00pm

Friday, 8th July 2022

New Intake Child Stay and Play 2-3pm
New Intake Parent/Carer Meeting 2-3pm
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: (continued)
Tuesday, 12th July 2022

6 Acacia Production 1:45-2:45pm

Wednesday, 13th July 2022

6 Chestnut Production 1:45-2:45pm

Thursday, 14th July 2022

6 Hornbeam Production 1:45 – 2:45pm

Monday, 18th July 2022

Lead Learner Assemblies

Tuesday, 19th July 2022

Year 6 Mini-market

Tuesday, 19th July 2022

Year 6 Leaver’s Disco at Branfil 6:00 – 7:30pm

Friday, 22nd July 2022

INSET day

Monday, 5th September 2022

Children return to school

Year 6 Important Dates for your diary!
Wednesday, 29th June 2022

Year 6 Citizen Event – need to be in school for 8:30am

Tuesday, 12th July 2022

6 Acacia Production 1:45 – 2:45pm

Wednesday, 13th July 2022

6 Chestnut Production 1:45 – 2:45pm

Thursday, 14th July 2022

6 Hornbeam Production 1:45 – 2:45pm

nd th
Tuesday,
Friday,
2219
July
July2022
2022

INSET
Leaver’s
dayDisco at Branfil 6:00 – 7:30pm

Monday, 5th September 2022

Children return to school
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Art Work
This half term, the children will be working on a piece of art during class time. All of the individual pieces will be collated
and displayed.

Traditional Games Afternoon
During the week beginning the 23rd May, the children will be taking part in an outdoor games event in the afternoon. Each
class will take part in a range of different traditional games and at the end of the session, they will enjoy a jubilee themed
biscuit (provided by the school).
For this event, please make sure your child wears their PE kit and trainers to school.
Here is the timetable for your reference:


Monday 23rd May - Year 1 and Year 5



Tuesday 24th May - Year 2 and Year 6



Wednesday 25th May - Year 3 and 4



Thursday 26th May - Reception
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Dance Workshop
After half term, during the week beginning 6th June, we have arranged for a dance company to visit the school. Each class
will take part in a workshop where they will learn a dance from a decade of the Queen’s reign.
For this event, we are inviting your child to dress up in a costume, wear an item of clothing or bring a prop to reflect the
decade. Below is a timetable, so that you know which day your child should dress up and which decade their costume
should reflect.
Date

Classes

Decade

Monday 6th June

Ash
Pine
Holly
Oak
Larch
Aspen
Hornbeam

2010-2019
2000-2009
1990-1999
1980-1989
1970-1979
1960-1969
1950-1959

Wednesday 8th June

Fir
Willow
Cedar
Hazel
Rowan
Alder
Chestnut

2010-2019
2000-2009
1990-1999
1980-1989
1970-1979
1960-1969
1950-1959

Thursday 9th June

Elm
Lime
Beech
Maple
Birch
Hawthorn
Acacia

2010-2019
2000-2009
1990-1999
1980-1989
1970-1979
1960-1969
1950-1959

To cover the cost of these dance workshops, we are requesting a payment of £3.50 per child to be paid to the school, via
School Comms, please.
Finally, your children will receive a commemorative bookmark as a gift from the school to remember the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee.
We hope that your child enjoys the events we have planned to celebrate this historic occasion.
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