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National Curriculum – English – Writing  
Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 

Year Group Pre - Year 1 
 1 3 5 

Grade PE PD PS 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 
 

Phonics & 

Writing 

 Sometimes gives meaning to marks they 

draw, paint and write. 

 Gives meaning to marks they make as 

they write and draw. 

 Letter shapes used but no 

grapheme/phoneme correspondence. 

 Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

 Some initial letter shapes used to 

represent words. 

 

 Uses some clearly identifiable letters to 

communicate meaning, representing some sounds 

correctly and in sequence. 

 Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend 

them together to write VC, CVC, CCVC and CVCC 

words. 

 Writes own name and other things such as labels 

and captions 

 An awareness of finger spaces. 

 Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful 

contexts. 

 Uses their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 

their spoken sounds.  

 Writes some irregular common words from Phase 3/4 phonics.  

 Says out loud what they are going to write about. 

 Writes simple sentences and phrases which can be read by 

themselves and others.  

- Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically 

plausible. 

 Begins to use fingers spaces within a sentence. 

 

Handwriting 
(dependent 

upon each 

school’s 

programme of 

learning) 

 Begins to use anticlockwise movement 

and retrace vertical lines 

 No longer using whole-hand grasp. 

 Holds pencil near point between first two 

fingers and thumb 

 

 

 Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 

 Holds pencil near point between first two fingers and 

thumb and uses it with good control. 

 Begins to form recognisable letters. 

 

 Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, 

most of which are correctly formed. 

 

 

Key 

P = Pre-level 
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National Curriculum – English – Writing      Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 
Bold and Underlined are essential but not end of KS performance descriptors 

Year Group Year 1 
 1 3 5 

Grade 1E 1D 1S 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Achieved Y1 
Composition: 

 

Planning, 

Drafting, 

Evaluating, 

Editing and 

Proof Reading 

 Attempts to write simple sentences and 

sentence-like structures to form short narratives 

based on fictional and real experiences.  

 Creates simple poems. 

 Before writing, sentences are planned by saying 

out loud what the writing will be about; using 

oral composition to recognise where the 

sentence begins and ends. 

 Writing is discussed with the teacher and other 

pupils to check that what they have written 

makes sense and makes simple changes where 

suggested.  

 Writes for different purposes, when prompted, but 

may not always maintain form when writing 

narratives about personal experiences and those of 

others, writing about real events, and writing poetry. 

 Uses the drafting process to write down ideas or key 

words, including some new vocabulary drawn from 

listening to, and talking about, whole books. 

 Writing is discussed with the teacher and other pupils 

to consider word choice and to make simple 

changes. 

 Writes for different purposes, when prompted, but may not always maintain form when 

writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional), 

writing about real events and writing poetry. 

 Uses the drafting process to:  

- write down ideas or key words, including some new vocabulary drawn from listening 

to, and talking about, whole books, 

- write sentences which are sequenced to form short narratives. 

 Writing is discussed with the teacher and other pupils to:  

- consider word choice, grammar and punctuation, 

- make simple changes where appropriate. 

 Re-reads own writing to check that what is written makes sense. 

 Writing sequences ideas appropriately, e.g. stories have a beginning, middle or end or 

instructions are in the correct order. 

 Writing has begun to link some simple appropriate vocabulary to the context e.g. once 

upon a time, happily ever after. 

 Writing includes some interesting descriptive language used, e.g. for appearance, 

feelings, characters and settings. 

Composition:  

 

Applying 

Vocabulary, 

Grammar and 

Punctuation 

 Writing demonstrates some appropriate use of: 

- spaces between words, 

- adjectives for description, 

- ‘and’ to join words and clauses, 

- capital letters for some names of people, 

places and days of the week. 

 There is some use of capital letters and/or full 

stops to demarcate sentence boundaries. 

 Writing demonstrates some appropriate use of: 

- spaces between words, 

- adjectives for description, 

- ‘and’ to join words and clauses, 

- capital letters for some names of people, places 

and days of the week. 

 There is some use of capital letters and/or full stops 

to demarcate sentence boundaries and some use of 

question marks and exclamation marks. 

 Writing demonstrates some appropriate use of: 

- some expanded noun phrases for description, 

- words combined to make single clause sentences, 

- some co-ordination using and/but to join clauses, 

- ‘and’ to join words and clauses, 

- capital letters for some proper nouns and for the personal pronoun ‘I’, 

- mostly grammatically accurate sentences, sequenced to form short narratives. 

 Uses capital letters and/or full stops to demarcate sentence boundaries and some use 

of question marks and exclamation marks but not always consistently. 

Transcription 

 

Spelling 

 

 Some common exception words from Y1 list are 

spelt accurately 

 Some words containing previously taught 

phonemes are spelt accurately 

 Some accurate use of suffixes when adding –s 

or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the 

third person singular marker for verbs 

 Approx. ½ common exception words from Y1 list are 

spelt accurately 

 Approx. ½ of the child’s words containing previously 

taught phonemes are spelt accurately 

 Days of the week are sometimes spelt accurately.  

 Mostly accurate use of the prefix -un 

 Most common exception words from Y1 list are spelt accurately 

 Most words containing previously taught phonemes are spelt accurately 

 Is able to write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include 

words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far.  

 Days of the week are spelt accurately.  

 Mostly accurate use of suffixes when adding –ing, -ed, -er, and –est where no change is 

needed in the spelling of the root word.  

Transcription 

 

Handwriting 

 Orientate writing correctly (top to bottom, left 

to right) 

 Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct 

direction, starting and finishing in the right 

place. 

 Begin to form capital letters. 

 Begin to form digits 0-9. 

 Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably 

and correctly. 

 Some spaces are left between words. 

 Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are 

formed in similar ways) and practise these. 

 Form letters and numbers with correct orientation. 

 Spacing between words is mostly appropriate. 

End of Yr 

Mastery 

All aspects of writing composition are embedded throughout longer pieces of writing for different purposes. Ambitious vocabulary is phonologically correct and all aspects of handwriting are 

embedded 
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National Curriculum – English – Writing      Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 
Bold and Underlined are essential but not end of KS performance descriptors 

Year Group Year 2 
 7 9 11 

Grade 2E 2D 2S 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Achieved Y2 
Composition: 

 

Planning, 

Drafting, 

Evaluating, 

Editing and 

Proof 

Reading 

 Use simple, appropriate text features in a variety 

of written pieces for different purposes: narratives 

about personal experiences and those of others (real 

and fictional), poetry and writing about real events. 

 Uses the drafting process to gather ideas and 

key words drawn from reading 

 

 Produce a variety of written pieces for different 

purposes, attempting to maintain form when: writing 

narratives about personal experiences and those of 

others (real and fictional), writing about real events and 

writing poetry.  

 Uses the drafting process to gather and write 

down ideas and key words drawn from reading.  

 

 

 

 

 Re-read own writing to check for meaning and the correct, consistent 

use of tense, including verbs in the continuous/ progressive form. 

 Uses the drafting process to gather and write down ideas and key 

words, including new vocabulary drawn from reading and discussion of text 

types.  

 Proof- read own writing to check for errors in spelling, punctuation and 

grammar. 

 Produce a variety of written pieces for different purposes, maintaining 

form when: writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others 

(real and fictional), writing about real events and writing poetry. 

 In discussion with the teacher and other pupils evaluate their writing for 

effective word choice, grammar and punctuation.  

Composition:  

 

Applying 

Vocabulary, 

Grammar 

and 

Punctuation 

 Use full stops, capital letters and exclamation marks 

more consistently. 

 Begin to use commas in lists. 

 Use simple sentences and compound sentences joined 

by ‘and’. 

 Begin to use subordination to show time and reason e.g. 

when, because. 

 Begin to use the past and present tense. 

 Expand noun phrases to describe and specify (e.g, the 

blue butterfly) 

 

 Use full stops, capital letters, question marks, exclamation 

marks and commas in a list more consistently. 

 Begins to experiment with apostrophes for 

contraction/possession. 

 Use a range of conjunctions to make a compound 

sentence e.g. and, but, because, so. 

 Use conjunctions or & that. 

 Use past and present tense more consistently. 

 Use adjectives to describe. 

 Almost always accurately uses full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks and 

question marks. 

 Use commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive 

(singular) in nouns(e.g. the girl’s name) 

 Use or/and/but appropriately.  

 Use when/ if/ that/ because’ to subordinate clauses. 

 Use the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the 

progressive form (e.g. she is drumming, he was shouting) 

 Use some features of written Standard English I was/they were/he was/you 

were/It was/we were.  

Transcription 

 

Spelling 

 

 Some common exception words from Y2 list are spelt 

accurately. 

 Phonological knowledge and skills, including grapheme-

phoneme correspondences and segmenting words into 

phonemes are beginning to be applied and 

demonstrated. 

 

 Approx. ½ common exception words from Y2 list are spelt 

accurately. 

 Phonological knowledge and skills, including grapheme-

phoneme correspondences and segmenting words into 

phonemes are often applied and demonstrated. 

 Is beginning to spell words with suffixes where changes 

are needed to the root word 

 Is beginning to spell longer words with suffixes  -ment,         

-ness, -ful, -less, -ly 

 

 Most common exception words from Y2 list are spelt accurately. 

 Phonological knowledge and skills, including grapheme-phoneme 

correspondences and segmenting words into phonemes are usually applied 

and demonstrated through accurate spelling of words where phonemes can be 

represented by 1 or more spellings, including common homophone and near 

homophones 

 Confidently spell words with suffixes where changes are needed to the root 

word 

 Confidently spell longer words with suffixes –ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly 

 Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include 

words using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far. 

Transcription 

 

Handwriting 

 Handwriting is legible with almost all lower case letters, 

capital letters and digits accurately and consistently 

formed and of the correct size, orientation and 

relationship to one another. 

 Words are almost appropriately and consistently spaced 

in relation to the size of the letters. 

 Use some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters. 

End of Yr 

Mastery 

All aspects of writing composition are embedded throughout longer pieces of writing for different purposes. Revisions in writing are often unprompted. In ambitious vocabulary there are only a few spelling 

errors and all aspects of handwriting are embedded 
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National Curriculum – English – Writing      Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 
Bold and Underlined are essential but not end of KS performance descriptors 

Year Group Year 3 
 13 15 17 

Grade 3E 3D 3S 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Achieved Y3 
Composition: 

 

Planning, 

Drafting, 

Evaluating and 

Proof 

Reading 

 The drafting process is used to, compose and rehearse 

sentences orally. 

 Narrative planning creates plot. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ 

writing is used, sometimes through reading work aloud. 

 Writing is proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

 

 The drafting process is used to, compose and 

rehearse sentences orally. 

 Narrative planning creates plot and characters. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ 

writing is used, sometimes through reading work 

aloud, to suggest improvements to vocabulary. 

 Writing is proof-read for spelling and punctuation 

errors. 

 The drafting process is used to make some choices of 

vocabulary, through composing and rehearsing sentences 

orally. 

 Narrative planning creates settings, characters and plot. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ writing is 

used, sometimes through reading work aloud, to suggest 

improvements to grammar and vocabulary.  

 Writing is proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

Composition: 
 

Structuring  

and  

Organising  

Text 

 

 The structure and organisation of writing is beginning to 

be informed by its audience, purpose and context 

through the appropriate use of: 

- Paragraphs to group related ideas and information. 

- Conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express 

time. 

 Narrative and non-fiction writing is structured but this 

may not be balanced e.g. long beginnings and 

sudden endings. 

 The structure and organisation of writing is 

beginning to be informed by its audience, purpose 

and context through the appropriate use of: 

- Paragraphs to group related ideas and 

information. 

- Conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 

express time or place. 

 Adventurous word and language choices are 

made appropriate to the style and purpose of the 

text. 

 The structure and organisation of writing is beginning to be 

informed by its audience, purpose and context through the 

appropriate use of: 

- Paragraphs to group related ideas and information. 

- Conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time, 

place or cause. 

 Writing attempts to engage the reader through detail or 

word choices. 

 Writing shows a balance and an attempt to create pace in  

narrative writing. 

Composition: 

 

Applying 

Vocabulary, 

Grammar and 

Punctuation 

 

 

 Almost always accurately uses full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks and question marks. 

 Begins to show in their writing that they 

understand the difference between standard and 

non-standard English e.g. dialogue for characters. 

 Is beginning to use and understand the 

grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 for 

Y3 when discussing their writing and reading.  

 

 Almost always accurately uses full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks and question marks. 

  Inverted commas are beginning to be used but not 

always accurately. 

 Shows in their writing that they understand the 

difference between standard and non-

standard English e.g. dialogue for characters.  

 More confidently uses and understands the 

grammatical terminology in English Appendix 

2 for Y3 when discussing their writing and 

reading.  

 Almost always accurately uses full stops, capital 

letters, exclamation marks and question marks. 

 Inverted commas are used more accurately 
 Uses and understands the grammatical terminology in 

English Appendix 2 Y3 accurately and appropriately when 

discussing their writing and reading.  

 

 

Transcription  

 

Spelling 

 Some of the common exception words from Y3/4 

list are spelt increasingly accurately. 

 Accurately spells word with the suffixes –ing, -er, ed, -en 

and -ation 

 Approx. ½ common exception words from Y3/4 

list are spelt increasingly accurately. 

 Accurately spells word with the prefixes un-, dis-, 

mis- and in- 

 Accurately spells word with the suffixes –ly 

 Approx. ½ common exception words from Y3/4 list are spelt 

accurately. 

 Is able to write from memory simple sentences dictated by 

the teacher that include words included in Appendix. 1 and 

punctuation from above. 

 Accurately spells word with the suffixes –sure, -ture and –

sion 

Transcription 

Handwriting 

Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to 

join letters and understands which letters are best left 

unjoined. 

 Handwriting is legible and joined using the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understanding of which letters are best left unjoined is evident 

End of Yr Mastery All aspects of writing composition are embedded throughout longer pieces of writing for different purposes. Revisions in writing are often unprompted. In ambitious vocabulary there are 

only a few spelling errors and all aspects of handwriting are embedded 
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National Curriculum – English – Writing      Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 
Bold and Underlined are essential but not end of KS performance descriptors 

Year Group Year 4 
 19 21 23 

Grade 4E 4D 4S 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Achieved Y4 
Composition: 

 

Planning, 

Drafting, 

Evaluating and 

Proof 

Reading 

 The drafting process is used to make some 

choices of grammar and vocabulary, through 

composing and rehearsing sentences orally. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ 

writing is used to improve consistency. 

 Writing is proof-read for spelling and punctuation 

errors. 

 The drafting process is used to make some choices 

of grammar and vocabulary, through composing 

and rehearsing sentences orally. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ 

writing is used, sometimes through reading work 

aloud, to suggest improvements to vocabulary.  

 Writing is proof-read for spelling and punctuation 

errors. 

 The drafting process is used to make some choices of grammar, vocabulary 

and structure, through composing and rehearsing sentences orally. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ writing is used, sometimes 

through reading work aloud, to suggest improvements to grammar and 

vocabulary.  

 Proof reading  ensures  accurate use of pronouns 

 Writing is proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  

Composition: 

 

Structuring  

and  

Organising  

Text 

 

 The structure and organisation of writing is 

beginning to be informed by its audience, 

purpose and context through the appropriate use 

of: 

- Paragraphs to group related ideas and 

information around a theme. 

- Pronouns and nouns chosen to avoid 

repetition. 

- Simple organisational devices, including 

headings and sub-headings to aid 

presentation. 

 The impact of words and phrases is varied to 

achieve impact. 

 The structure and organisation of writing is 

beginning to be informed by its audience, purpose 

and context through the appropriate use of: 

- Paragraphs to group related ideas and 

information around a theme. 

- Pronouns and nouns chosen to aid clarity and to 

avoid repetition. 

- Simple organisational devices, including 

headings and sub-headings to aid presentation. 

 Detail is carefully selected and included to 

engage reader’s interest. 

 

The structure and organisation of writing is increasingly informed by its audience, 

purpose and context through the appropriate use of: 

-  Paragraphs to group related ideas and information. 

- Pronouns and nouns chosen to aid cohesion and clarity and to avoid 

repetition. 

- Simple organisational devices, including headings and sub-headings to aid 

presentation. 

- Fronted adverbials to vary sentence construction 

Composition: 

 

Applying 

Vocabulary, 

Grammar and 

Punctuation 

 

 Accurately uses full stops, capital letters, 

exclamation marks and question marks. 

 Inverted commas are used more accurately. 

 Writing demonstrates use of nouns and noun 

phrases, modified by adjectives and other nouns 

to add detail. 

 Is beginning to use and understand the 

grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 

for Y4 when discussing their writing and reading.  

  

 

 A range of punctuation is increasingly accurately 

used including possessive apostrophes for plural 

nouns and other punctuation to indicate direct 

speech.  

 Writing demonstrates use of the plural and 

possessive-s 

 More confidently uses and understands the 

grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 for 

Y4 when discussing their writing and reading.  

 

 A wide range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately, including possessive 

apostrophes for plural nouns and other punctuation to indicate direct speech. 

 Writing demonstrates use of the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the 

simple past tense.  

 Uses and understands the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 Y4 

accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading.  

 

Transcription  

 

Spelling 

 More than ½ of the common exception words 

from Y3/4 list are spelt accurately. 

 Accurately spells words with the suffixes –ing, -er, 

ed,  -en and -ation 

 Most common exception words from Y3/4 list are 

spelt increasingly accurately. 

 Accurately uses the possessive apostrophe with 

plural words. 

 Most common exception words from Y3/4 list are spelt accurately. 

 Accurately spells word with the suffixes –ous, -ion,     -ian, -tion, -ssion, -sion 

and –cian. 

 Homophones and near-homophones from the Y3/4 list  are spelt accurately 

 Accurately spells words with the suffixes –ing, -er, ed, -en and –ation 

 Accurately uses the possessive apostrophe with plural words. 

Transcription 

Handwriting 

Handwriting is legible, joined and consistent using 

diagonal and horizontal strokes which are parallel and 

equidistant. 

 Handwriting is legible, joined and consistent using diagonal and horizontal strokes 

which are parallel and equidistant. Ascenders and descenders also do not touch. 

End of Yr 

Mastery 

All aspects of writing composition are embedded throughout longer pieces of writing for different purposes. Revisions in writing are often unprompted. In ambitious vocabulary there are only a few 

spelling errors and all aspects of handwriting are embedded 
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National Curriculum – English – Writing      Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 
Bold and Underlined are essential but not end of KS performance descriptors 

Year Group Year 5 
 25 27 29 

Grade 5E 5D 5S 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Achieved Y5 
Composition: 

 

Planning, 

Drafting, 

Evaluating 

and Proof 

Reading 

 When planning narratives, consideration is made of how 

authors have developed characters and settings in what 

has been read, listened to or performed. 

 Evaluation is made of the effectiveness of own and 

others’ writing. 

 Writing is proof read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

 The drafting process draws upon a progressively varied and rich 

vocabulary. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ writing is made to 

propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 

consistency. 

 Writing is used to proof read for spelling and punctuation errors, 

including some use of a dictionary to check spelling. 

 The drafting process draws upon a progressively varied and rich vocabulary and a 

range of sentence structures. 

 Evaluation of the effectiveness of own and others’ writing is used to propose 

changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 

 Writing is used to proof read for spelling and punctuation errors, including use of a 

dictionary to check spelling. 

Composition: 

 

Structuring  

and  

Organising  

Text 

 

 The structure and organisation of writing is informed by its 

audience, purpose and context through the appropriate use 

of: 

-  Paragraphs to group related ideas and information. 

- Pronouns and nouns chosen to aid cohesion and clarity 

and to avoid repetition. 

- Simple organisational devices, including headings and 

sub-headings to aid presentation. 

- Fronted adverbials to vary sentence construction 

 Creates characters with some interaction to reveal feelings 

 Performance is made of their own compositions using 

appropriate intonation and volume so the meaning is clear. 

 Structure and organisation of writing is informed by its audience, purpose 

and context, through the appropriate use of: 

- Paragraphs to group related ideas and information. 

- Pronouns and nouns chosen to aid cohesion and clarity and to avoid 

repetition. 

- Simple organisational devices, including headings and sub-headings to 

aid presentation. 

- Fronted adverbials to vary sentence construction 

- Adverbials of time, place and number to link ideas across paragraphs. 

 Use further organisational and presentational devices structure text and to 

guide the reading (e.g. headings, bullet points, underlining) 

 In narrative, attempts are made to vary the pace. 

Structure and organisation of writing is informed by its audience, purpose and 

context, through the appropriate use of: 

- Paragraphs to group related ideas and information. 

- Pronouns and nouns chosen to aid cohesion and clarity and to avoid 

repetition. 

- Simple organisational devices, including headings and sub-headings to 

aid presentation. 

- Fronted adverbials to vary sentence construction 

- Adverbials of time, place and number to link ideas across paragraphs. 

- Tense choice and other devices to build cohesion within and across 

paragraphs. 

 Experimentation with language is used especially imagery, similes and 

metaphors. 

 Performance is made of their own compositions using appropriate intonation, 

volume and movement so the meaning is clear. 

Composition: 

 

Applying 

Vocabulary, 

Grammar 

and 

Punctuation 

 A wide range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately, 

including possessive apostrophes for plural nouns and other 

punctuation to indicate direct speech. 

 Commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing and 

hyphens to avoid ambiguity are beginning to be used but not 

always accurately. 

 Is beginning to use and understand the grammatical 

terminology in English Appendix 2 for Y5 when discussing their 

writing and reading.  

 A wide range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately, including 

possessive apostrophes for plural nouns and other punctuation to indicate 

direct speech. 

 Commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing and hyphens to 

avoid ambiguity are used with increasing accuracy. 

 Bullet points are used consistently.  

 Relative clauses beginning with who, which and that to add detail and 

description are used. 

 More confidently uses and understands the grammatical terminology in 

English Appendix 2 for Y5 when discussing their writing and reading.  

 A range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately including commas after 

fronted adverbials, possessive apostrophes for plural nouns, bullet points and 

other punctuation to indicate direct speech. 

 A colon to introduce a list is also beginning to be used. 

 Uses and understands the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 Y5 

accurately and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading.  

 

Transcription  

 

Spelling 

 Some of the common exception words from Y5/6 list are spelt 

increasingly accurately. 

 Accurately spells words with the suffixes , -cial or –tial, -

able,- ile, -ably,- ibly,  

 Accurately spells words with ‘silent’ letters 

 Approx. ½ common exception words from Y5/6 list are spelt increasingly 

accurately. 

 Accurately spell words containing the letter- string ough 

 Is beginning to use homophones and other words that are often confused 

from the Y5/6 list. 

 Approx. ½ common exception words from Y5/6 list are spelt accurately. 

 Accurately spells words with the suffixes  –cious, or –tious, -ant, -ance, -ancy, -

ent, -ence, -ency 

 Uses more of a variety of homophones and other words that are often 

confused from the Y5/6 list. 

Transcription 

Handwriting 

Handwriting is legible, joined and fluent with increasing speed.  Handwriting is legible, joined and fluent with increasing speed and the writing 

implement that is best suited for a task is chosen. 

End of Yr 

Mastery 

All aspects of writing composition are embedded throughout longer pieces of writing for different purposes. Revisions in writing are often unprompted. In ambitious vocabulary there are only a few spelling errors and all aspects of handwriting 

are embedded 
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National Curriculum – English – Writing      Bold = Performance Descriptors which are NON-NEGOTIABLE and, other than in exceptional circumstances, deemed essential for a pupil to be assessed at that step 
Bold and Underlined are essential but not end of KS performance descriptors 

Year Group Year 6 
 31 33 35 

Grade 6E 6D 6S 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Achieved Y6 
Composition: 

 
Planning, 
Drafting, 

Evaluating and 
Proof 

Reading 

 Writing for a range of purposes and audiences 

demonstrates selection and use of suitable forms 

with appropriate features.  

 In narratives, description of settings, characters 

and atmosphere is used appropriately. 

 Effectiveness of own and others’ writing is 

evaluated and edited to make appropriate 

changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation. 

 The grammatical terminology in Appendix 2’ is 

beginning to be used when discussing and 

evaluating writing. 

 A dictionary and thesaurus are used to check 

word meaning and appropriateness.  

 Précis short passages focussing on key facts.  

 

 Writing for a range of purposes and audiences 

demonstrates selection and use of suitable forms with 

appropriate features drawn from models of similar writing.  

 In planning for narratives, ideas for characters and 

settings are often drawn from what pupils have read, 

listened to or seen performed.  

 Effectiveness of own and others’ writing is evaluated and 

edited to make appropriate changes to vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation, including use of tense, 

subject/verb agreement and register. 

 The grammatical terminology in Appendix 2’ is 

increasingly used when discussing and evaluating writing. 

 A dictionary and thesaurus are used to check word 

meaning and appropriateness.  

 Précis short passages focussing on key messages (what is 

being inferred) 

 Select vocabulary to reflect shades of meaning  

 Use a variety of sentence lengths for effect 

 Writing for a range of purposes and audiences demonstrates selection and use of suitable 

forms with appropriate features drawn from models of similar writing, wider reading and 

research.  

 In planning for narratives, ideas for characters and settings are often drawn from what pupils 

have read, listened to or seen performed.  

 The drafting process is used to make appropriate choices of grammar and vocabulary to 

clarify and enhance meaning, including use of a thesaurus.  

 In narratives, description of settings, characters and atmosphere is used appropriately, 

including integration of dialogue to convey character and advance the action.  

 When required, longer passages are précised appropriately.  

 Effectiveness of own and others’ writing is evaluated and edited to make appropriate 

changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation, including use of tense, subject/verb 

agreement and register, to enhance effects and clarify meaning.  

 The grammatical terminology in– Appendix 2’ is used when discussing and evaluating 

writing.  

 A dictionary and thesaurus are used to check word meaning and appropriateness.  

 Writing for a wider audience is proof-read to ensure accuracy of spelling and punctuation, 

including effective use of a dictionary.  
Composition: 

 
Structuring  

and  
Organising  

Text 
 

The structure and organisation of writing is informed by 

its audience, purpose and context, through the 

appropriate use of:  

- paragraphs to develop and expand some ideas, 

descriptions,  

- a range of organisational and presentational 

devices, including the use of bullet points to 

guide the reader. 

The structure and organisation of writing is informed by its 

audience, purpose and context, through the appropriate use of:  

- paragraphs to develop and expand some ideas, 

descriptions, themes or events. 

- a range of organisational and presentational devices, 

including the use of bullet points and tables, to guide the 

reader  

The structure and organisation of writing is informed by its audience, purpose and context, 

through the appropriate use of:  

- paragraphs to develop and expand some ideas, descriptions, themes or events in depth  

-  a range of cohesive devices to link ideas within and across paragraphs (including 

repetition of a word or phrase; grammatical connections, such as adverbials; and ellipsis)  

-  a range of organisational and presentational devices, including the use of columns, bullet 

points and tables, to guide the reader  

- appropriate choice of tense to support whole text cohesion and coherence.  
Composition: 

 
Applying 

Vocabulary, 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

 According to audience, purpose and context, 

writing demonstrates appropriate use of:  

- expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 

information concisely  

-  relative clauses using a wide range of relative 

pronouns (or an implied relative pronoun) to 

clarify and explain relationships between ideas  

 A range of punctuation is used, accurately 

(including: brackets, dashes, commas to clarify 

meaning or avoid ambiguity and consistent 

punctuation of bullet points).  

 

 According to audience, purpose and context, writing 

demonstrates appropriate use of:  

- the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and 

cause  

- modal verbs and adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility, 

probability and certainty. 

 A range of punctuation is used, accurately (including: 

brackets, dashes, commas to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity; colons to introduce lists and semi-colons to 

separate items within lists; hyphens to avoid ambiguity; and 

consistent punctuation of bullet points).  

 According to audience, purpose and context, writing demonstrates appropriate use of:  

- expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely  

-  relative clauses using a wide range of relative pronouns (or an implied relative pronoun) to 

clarify and explain relationships between ideas  

- the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause  

- modal verbs and adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility, probability and certainty. 

- the passive voice to affect the presentation of information  

- vocabulary and grammatical choices to suit both formal and informal situations.  

 A range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately (including: brackets, dashes or commas to 

indicate parenthesis; commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity; colons to introduce lists 

and semi-colons to separate items within lists; hyphens to avoid ambiguity; and consistent 

punctuation of bullet points).  

Transcription  
 

Spelling 

 More than ½ of the common exception words 

from Y5/6 list are spelt accurately. 

 Accurately spells words with the suffixes , -fer  

 

 Most common exception words from Y5/6 list are spelt 

increasingly accurately. 

 Confidently uses a wide range of homophones and other 

words that are often confused from the Y5/6 list. 

 Accurately uses hypens 

 Most common exception words from Y5/6 list are spelt accurately. 

 Confidently uses a wide range of homophones and other words that are often confused 

from the Y5/6 list. 

 Makes accurate use of the rule’i before e except after c’ and understands the exceptions. 

Transcription 
Handwriting 

Handwriting is legible and fluent and increasing choice 

is made about which shape of letter to use and 

whether or not to join specific letters. 

 Legible, fluent handwriting is usually maintained when writing at efficient speed. This includes 

appropriate choice of letter shape; whether or not to join letters; and writing implement.  

 

End of Yr 
Mastery 

All aspects of writing composition are embedded throughout longer pieces of writing for different purposes. Revisions in writing are often unprompted. In ambitious vocabulary there are only a few spelling 

errors and all aspects of handwriting are embedded 
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Year Group Beyond Year 6 
 37 39 41 

Grade 7E 7D 7S 
Assessment 

Milestone Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 
Thresholds (how 

many for each 

step) 

4-6 descriptors 7-10 descriptors 11-13 descriptors 

  Imaginative treatment of appropriate materials, familiarity with conventions of a variety of forms, adapting them when needed to suit purpose and audience, not 

always successfully, e.g. deliberate use of inappropriate register for humour, clear emphasis on narration rather than plot 

 Convincing, individual voice or point of view established and mostly sustained throughout, e.g. authoritative expert view, convincing characterisation, adopting a 

role 

 Level of formality used for purpose and audience generally appropriate and a range of stylistic devices used to achieve effect, not always successfully, e.g. 

controlled informality, generalisations or shifts between conversational style and more literary language 

 Material is clearly controlled and sequenced, taking account of the reader’s likely reaction, e.g. paragraphs of differing lengths, use of flashback in narrative, 

anticipating reader’s questions 

 A range of features clearly signal overall direction of the text for the reader, e.g. opening paragraphs that introduce themes clearly, paragraph markers, links 

between paragraphs 

 Construction of paragraphs clearly supports meaning and purpose, e.g. paragraph topic signalled and then developed, withholding of information for effect, 

thematic links between paragraphs  

 Within paragraphs, cohesive devices contribute to emphasis and effect, e.g. adverbials as sentence starters 

 Controlled use of a variety of simple and complex sentences to achieve purpose and contribute to overall effect 

 Confident use of a range of sentence features to clarify or emphasise meaning, e.g. fronted adverbials (‘Reluctantly, he…, Five days later, it…’), complex noun or 

prepositional phrases 

 Syntax and full range of punctuation are consistently accurate in a variety of sentence structures, with occasional errors in ambitious structures, e.g. only occasional 

comma splices, some use of semi-colons, not always accurate 

 Vocabulary chosen generally appropriate to purpose and audience 

 Range of vocabulary generally varied and often ambitious, even though choices not always apt 

 Generally correct spelling throughout, including some ambitious, -uncommon words with complex -sound/symbol relationships words with -unstressed syllables multi-

letter vowel -and consonant symbols 

 


