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At Branfil Primary the main purpose of assessment is to celebrate pupils’ achievement and to guide future 
learning and target setting in the classroom. The majority of assessments are ongoing and arranged by 
class teachers and year groups, these are feedback to pupils through written marking or oral comments.  
Ongoing assessments include; oral feedback in class, marking, spelling tests, mental maths tests including 
tables.  
 
At Branfil, the ‘Symphony Assessment System’ is used to monitor pupils’ progress and identify next steps in 
their learning.  Symphony clearly outlines the objectives that children need to cover each term in order to 
be ‘on track’ and secure in their year group’s curriculum.  Symphony provides teachers, parents/carers and 
pupils with a detailed and accurate ‘grade’ which relates to the year group’s curriculum they are working 
on. Pupils at Branfil Primary are expected to make at least 2 points progress (a term’s progress) each term; 
however, pupils who are mastering the objectives for their given year group may make 3 points progress. It 
is expected that the percentage of pupils meeting age related expectations will increase each year through 
high quality teaching, detailed feedback and regular, specific target setting. Therefore, each group should 
make at least 6 points progress per year (excluding Year 1, where at least 4 points progress is expected). 
 
Assessment in the early years is ongoing through the recording of observations on EExAT software. It 
includes the completion of the foundation stage profile in order to assess pupil development against the 
early learning goals. The expectation is that all pupils will make at least good progress each term and the 
percentage achieving a GLD (Good Level Development) at the end of the year and APS at the end of the 
year is above the national average. 
 
Maths, Reading & Writing 
For each of these areas of learning, a teacher assessment will be inputted into the SIMs tracking system 
termly. Assessments are made using teacher’s ongoing knowledge of their pupils and take into account a 
variety of factors including: work scrutiny, observations of pupils, questioning and practitioner knowledge. 
Judgements should be made using a broad balance of evidence from across the curriculum and teachers 
should be confident that their pupils are secure in each of the non-negotiable Symphony Key Performance 
descriptors (KPDs – indicated in bold on the symphony sheets).  Ongoing judgements about their KPDs are 
recorded on an excel workbook to support the teacher to form an accurate picture across a term. These 
assessments reflect progress over time.  
 
Foundation Assessment 
The curriculum for each year group is planned to ensure that children have the opportunity to meet the 
required standard in all areas of learning. Foundation assessment is ongoing; however, subject leaders will 
carry out a thorough analysis during the summer term.  
 
SATs  
In Year 2 and Year 6 the SAT assessments will take place during the summer term. Results will be reported 
to parents/carers in the form of both a raw and standardised score. 
 



 
 
NFER 
Pupils in Years 3-5 will complete NFER tests during the autumn and summer terms. A child who has made 
expected progress is expected to maintain, or improve, their standardised score each year. 
 
Target Setting 
Target setting is an integral part of assessment.  It allows teachers to share assessment feedback with 
pupils and it should guide future learning.   

 Initial targets are for KS1 in the summer of Year 1 and these should be reached by the end of Year 2. 

 Following the collection of Year 2 TAs in the autumn term, these targets are then reviewed. 

 Once the assessments have been set for the end of Year 2, pupils are given a new end of KS2 target 
which is based on maintaining and improving their KS1 standardised score. 

 Pupils targets for English and Maths are updated regularly as appropriate between Year 3 & Year 5 
  
School Tracking 
Results of termly assessments are analysed and tracked by the school’s assessment leader. This analysis 
feeds into termly pupil progress meetings where target children and performance are discussed and 
resources for relevant interventions put in place. Teachers are expected to talk in detail about the progress 
of pupils in their class (this may include referring to class work) and have an up to date knowledge of the 
profile of their class. 
 
Ongoing Assessments 
In addition to the assessment schedule for maths, reading and writing class teachers will use a variety of 
methods to monitor the progress of the children in their class in both core and foundation subjects: 

 The Foundation Stage Profile 

 End of unit assessments 

 Multiplication tests 

 Spelling work 

 Mental maths awards booklets. 
 
Feedback to pupils, parents/carers and staff 
At all times feedback to the child following an assessment should be done swiftly and sensitively, so that 
they feel empowered to make the steps necessary to improve.  
 
Feedback to relevant people about assessment data will take place in a number of ways: 

 Parent consultations 

 Phase and Year Group meetings 

 Review meetings 

 Pupil Progress Meetings  
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